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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

FEBRUARY 2016
Group Meeting 9.02.2016
Refreshments 
There were two petitions available for signing before the start of the meeting:

· UK: Stop Selling Arms to Saudi Arabia. This was the Monthly Action.

· Call for a judge-led inquiry into UK involvement in rendition and torture.
1. Welcome and introductions
Simon welcomed two new members, Anna & Suri.
2a. Campaign Updates
· Central America, Roger had not received new reports for this region since the January meeting.

· China, Angela reported that the ‘Campaign for Justice’ continues for the 230 lawyers and activists in China who were unjustly branded ‘criminal gangs’ in July 2015. Amnesty thanks every one of the 29 000 people who signed the petition demanding that Chinese authorities in the UK work towards bringing an end to the harrassment.
Angela also reminded us that during President Xi Jinping’s state visit to the UK, a peaceful protestor, Dr Shao Jiang, was detained and charged with conspiracy to committ a public order offence. His home was raided and electronic devices seized. Later he was released and all charges dropped. A shameful suppression of free speech and misuse of power by UK. Tweet to @shaojiang to make it clear that he is not standing alone.
· Myamur, Brigitte had not received new reports for this region since the January meeting.

· Death Penalty David W drew our attention to the online petition to save Ashraf Fayadh, a Palestinian poet and artist who lives in Saudi Arabia. He has been sentenced to death for ‘apostasy’. The Saudi Arabian authorities claim that his poetry has questioned religion and spread atheism. Amnesty regards him as a prisoner of conscience and requests that the Saudi Arabian authorities to free him immediately. You can sign the petition at: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/Death-penalty  
David also reported on Iran, the world's second-most prolific executioner. In 2015, Iranian authorities executed at least 830 people between 1 January and 1 November - at least four of them were reportedly young offenders. Amnesty reports that there are scores of young offenders on death row in Iran. Girls as young as nine can be sentenced to execution; for boys it’s 15. At least 73 young offenders were executed between 2005 and 2015. And the authorities show no sign of stopping this horrific practice which violates international law. The group was profoundly shocked by these figures.
· Stop Torture Graham gave a summary of extracts from the campaign’s February update. In August, Mexico’s Attorney General approved a new protocol for investigating allegations of torture. This is one of the safeguards that the Stop Torture campaign has been calling for since its launch in 2014 and one that we actively supported with letters, cards and other actions.  There is still a lack of a monitoring mechanism for this protocol but it represents a step forward and AIUK wants to thank everyone who contacted the Mexican authorities on this issue.
In October 2015 the European Parliament voted overwhelmingly to close the loopholes identified by Amnesty in the EU law prohibiting the trade in torture equipment. The fight is not over as individual EU states need to agree to the proposals. Kate Allen wishes to pass on her thanks to everyone who lobied their MEPs. She received a letter from Anna Soubry, a Minister in the Department of Business, acknowledging the strength of Amnesty’s ‘Torture on your Doorstep’ campaign.
The global Stop Torture campaign will officially come to an end in May 2016. In the meantime, Amnesty has mounted a petition to call for a judge-led inquiry into UK involvement in rendition and torture. This is a response to credible allegations that the UK that has been involved in torture and rendition of detainees abroad in the context of counter terrorism operations. The petition will be available at future meetings until May but we are also encouraged to share and promote the online petition at www.amnesty.org.uk/tortureinquiry .
2b) Definitive list of campaigns and contacts

David WW asked the group to confirm the present list of campaigns and contacts as: Central America - Roger, China and East Asia – Angela, Death Penalty – David W, Former Soviet Union – Jim, Individuals at Risk – Peter,Stop Torture – Graham.
Simon mentioned two new campaigns that the group might consider in future, ‘People on the Move’ and ‘Protecting the Space for Human Rights Defenders’. 

3 Book Sale
Based on the figures that Simon had collected and circulated on the 8 February, those present thought that the June sale was more or less covered providing all the pledges are fulfilled! However, there is one critical shortfall, more drivers are needed to collect books from the publishers! Brigitte would need to have the names by early April to draw up the rota and inform the different suppliers. Please let Simon know if you are able to drive a car/van to collect books during May.
Ken reported that the church has been booked and that he has ordered duplicate keys for the garage to enable day-time opening.

David W said that Dee has suggested we trial the IZettle app and credit card reader. The charge is 2.75% and the increase in sales might more than outway this. The meeting thought that it was worth a try.

The jury is still out on the November Sale and a final decision will be taken at the April meeting.

4 Letter writing

The good news is that Simon has heard from AIUK that it is possible that it was a misunderstanding that caused the Greenwich Picture House to end holding letter-writing on the premises. He is now waiting for a response from the manager. He has booked the Greenwich Tavern for the next session.
Suri has offered to explore the possibility of using the Mycenae House, a community centre in Blackheath.

5 AOB

Roger mentioned that he is in contact with the AIUK London region poetry group and that they would like to fill a guest speaker spot at one of our meetings. We agreed and he will invite them to the March or April meeting.
	
	                   EVENTS 2016

	Tuesday 23 February
	8pm Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern

	Tuesday 8 March
	7.30pm Group monthly meeting St. Margaret’s crypt

	Tuesday 22 March
	8pm Letter Writing  TBA

	9 – 10 April
	AIUK Conference and AGM, Nottingham


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 
Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension, Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com

	
	
	
	

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	David Webbe-Wood
	
	David.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com

	Treasurer
	Dee Weekes
	
	weekesdee@hotmail.com

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 


	Publicity
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood 
	
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com



	London Region Representative 
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com
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Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website: www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/blackheath" \n _blank
 
Present: 


Angela Dock


Ann Hillary


Anna Thomas


Brigitte Hurrell


David Weekes


David Webbe Wood
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Simon Ware
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Apologies:


Dee Weekes


Katie Dick


Olwen Pearson


\Katie Dick














  








1

