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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter for March 2015

As usual the evening began with tea and coffee and chat. The elephant in the room was whether we would have a secretary at the end of the evening. Happily, the questioned was resolved in a surprise move at the end of the evening but you will have to read the rest of this letter to find out how!
Introductions and Apologies

David took the opportunity to introduce the three speakers, Iolanda Chirico, Kate Haskins and Katy Allen to the group.
Action for Refugees in Lewisham, AFRIL

AFRIL is familiar to us through the hard work of Brigitte. For many years she has encouraged us to donate food and clothing as individuals and, of course, she arranged for this talk to take place.
Iolanda is the founder and Manager of AFRIL. She began her talk by outlining its history and purpose.  AFRIL opened to the public in July 2006 and started by providing a free advice service for refugees and asylum seekers, as well as a supplementary School - The Rainbow Club - for children aged between 4 and 11.  
Like many organisations, it suffered severe financial cuts in 2012. However, it is now a registered charity and has secured some additional funding to keep its core activities running. AFRIL now works with an average of 120 clients per week, and over 40 different nationalities. As well as providing essential citizens advice and help, they continue to help with ESOL classes, run the Rainbow club and support destitute families with clothes, food and other essentials.
Kate joined AFRIL’s board of trustees in 2014. She brings a background in social work. Kate outlined a typical AFRIL case:  Mr. Houizi born in Iran and  part of a minority ethnic community. He was arrested and tortured after taking part in a demonstration. After release in 2008 he fled via Turkey to the UK and applied for asylum. This was refused but he was finally granted residence in 2012. He was referred to AFRIL by a GP and was given advice about his legal status, and help with contacting a solicitor, volunteer translator, form filling and letters. AFRIL furnished his flat with donated furniture continues to assist him regularly with food and clothes donations as he is unable to feed himself and his family.
Katy is a volunteer fund raiser for AFRIL. She is also a member of Amnesty. She pointed out that AIUK now has a working group on Refugees and Asylum and wondered whether AIBG might like to become involved with this. Refugee Week is in June and coincides with our Book Sale, 20 June. This resulted in discussion and the suggestion of a focus on refugees or publicity table. She also said that there is a need for volunteers to work with children on weekends.
After some lively discussion, David thanked Iolanda, Kate and Katy for their interesting and informative talk.
More details about AFRIL are available at http://www.afril.org.uk/en/ 

Matters arising from notice boards and previous meetings
In the absence of a monthly action, we moved directly to the Campaign updates.
Stop Torture (including Workshop): Graham reported on the “How Activists Can Campaign for Safeguards” event that took place at the HRAC on 14 February. He was very moved by the keynote address given by Craig Murray, former UK ambassador to Uzbekistan, author of Murder in Samarkand and an outspoken critic of torture. Graham attended the workshop on Mexico which focussed on the enforced disappearance and killing of 43 student teachers of Ayotzinapa and the ‘Ribbon & Pencil’ letter to the Mexican Ambassador. We participated in this action in our February letter writing.

The lasting impression from the event as a whole was that torture has not gone away, that we must be alert to possible complicity by our own authorities and EU members and that letter writing is still one of our most effective strategies.
China: Angela said that there was no action to take but read a brief extract from the Amnesty International Report on China 2014/15. The report emphasises that freedom of expression continues to be severely restricted and that torture and other ill treatment remains widespread and access to justice remains elusive.
Death Penalty: David reported that sadly Iranian juvenile offender, Saman Naseem, was executed on the 20 February for crimes allegedly committed when he was 17 years old. He was sentenced to death after a questionable trial. 
There was nothing to report from Burma, Former Soviet Union or Central America.
London Region Simon reported that London Pride March will take place on Saturday 27 June, that11 July has been reserved for a possible London wide action, yet to be decided, and that a working group for a London Region Conference has been set up.   
Book Sale

Brigitte said that she will continue to email suppliers and Simon will contact customers.
Ken will contact Geoff & Lisa to ask whether their garage can be made available from the 18 May. Brigitte made an early but urgent call for volunteers, especially drivers. David W said that Hither Green Time Bank have said that they may help with sorting and pricing.
Letter writing

There was discussion around cost of printing. There was a suggestion that Greenwich library still offered a 5P per copy service but  Eileen has checked and found that it is 10P like everywhere else, so single page letters only please! Ann volunteered to prepare the noticeboard for this month.
Meeting Format

The meeting decided to keep the 7.30PM start time for Monthly Group Meetings. David W said that he would look into arranging a workshop on the Death Penalty during 2015.
AIBG Group Secretary

David WW and Simon came up with a very generous suggestion; David will take over as secretary and Simon will become chair! Needless to say, the meeting gave immediate approval. At the same time, we are all very grateful to Rachel for holding the role so efficiently for the past 5 months.
AOB

 Simon announced that he has become a member of the Activism sub-committee for LGBTI and Women’s Human Rights
	


	
	                   EVENTS  2015

	Tuesday  March 24th
	Letter Writing, Picture House Greenwich, SE10

	Tuesday, 14th April
	Group Monthly Meeting , Talk about AFRIL

	18th May – 19th June
	Book sale preparation

	Saturday, 20th June
	Book Sale, Church of the Ascension


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL
Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 8pm in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN
Book Sales  2015: Saturday 20th June; 9am to 5pm,  Saturday 21st November, 10am to 4pm, both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF
Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
	AIBG Contacts

	Position
	Name
	Phone
	E-mail

	Chair
	Simon Ware
	
	aibgsocialmedia@gmail.com

	Secretary 
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk

	Membership, group website manager
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Meeting organiser

London Region Rep
	Rachel Errington
	0208 852 0048
	rachelerrington@yahoo.co.uk  

	Publicity, Press Officer, Media
	Simon Ware
	
	aibgsocialmedia@gmail.com

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    Ken Ryder, Ann Hillary Brigitte Hurrell,

Roger Hardwick

Graham Dock


	020 8856 5377

020 8853 3405

02086999980
	anneliz.hillary@btinternet.com
brigittehurrell@gmail.com
g.dock@btinternet.com


Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members) 
The group's social media presence :

 

Blog - www.amnestybg.wordpress.com
 

Facebook - www.facebook.com/amnestybg
 

Twitter - www.twitter.com/amnestybg
 

And the website is still the best place to find the essential news on group activities, newsletters and meetings at www.amnesty.org.uk/blackheath
 

If group members have items they want uploaded to social media please email them to aibgsocialmedia@gmail.com - i.e. photos, links to actions, newsletters, template letters for actions, event information etc.
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