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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter for November 2014


As usual the evening began with tea and coffee, chat and opportunity to look at the notice boards. However, David, soon had us seated and ready for business in a new arrangement that included a number of inviting easy chairs!
Introductions and Apologies

We wondered whether we needed introductions but then realised that this was the first meeting that Olwen & Peter had both been present. 
Matters arising from notice boards and previous meetings
Rachel introduced the Monthly Action which calls on the USA to ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
The Rights of the Child Convention is the world’s most widely accepted Human Rights treaty, having been ratified by almost every member state of the United Nations. However, despite having signed the Convention in 1995, the USA has still not ratified it.
Rachel has produced related letters and copies of a petition that was circulated at the meeting in preparation for the November letter writing. 
Roger drew our attention to a number of cases in the Central America Region. The first concerned Angel Colon in Mexico.  He was released on the 15 October after serving nearly six years in a Mexican prison where he was tortured and never given a trial. Amnesty regarded him as a prisoner of conscience and we wrote to him at our September letter writing.
The second concerned El Salvador. Amnesty recently released a report, ‘On the Brink of Death’ which covers violence against women in El Salvador as well as the countrie’s total ban on abortion. Roger will prepare letters.

Roger also mentioned the new action to help protect the award winning journalist Dina Meza in Honduras. There is an action on the AIUK website at https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/protect-journalist-under-threat-honduras . Roger will also produce a letter for this month.
Finally Roger said that AIUK has copies of the dvd ‘Who is Dayani Cristal?’ This 85 minute documentary is about the perils migrants from Central America face as they make their way to the U.S. Some AIBG members have seen this and recommend it to the group, perhaps for a January or February meeting?
Graham drew attention to a new action for the Stop Torture campaign on the AIUK website at http://www.amnesty.org.uk/ . Simon will add a link on the AIBG blog.
November Book Sale
David Weekes has persuaded Trevor to give us access to the Church of the Ascension from Monday 17 November; that is next Monday! We will therefore begin moving books from Rachel’s garage on Monday at 7.00 pm. We need a big  turnout of cars and people willing to move and set out boxes. We will continue to move books on Tuesday if needed so keep a look out for urgent emails! We have the rest of the week to set out books and prepare the church. Hopefully we will not need Friday and can have a break before the sale on Saturday. 
For the first time, all books will be half-price from the beginning of the day until 4.00pm. Rachel will produce large notices to emphasise this.
Ann reminded us to get baking so that she has plenty of scrumptious cakes and biscuits to sell and also welcomes volunteers to help on the day.

The clear up at the end of the day is still a problem. The AIUK bookshop has said that it will take a van load but has not yet confirmed with Brigitte whether it will be on the Saturday night. This raises the prospect that we may have to move some books back to Rachel’s garage. Ann has had interest from some schools, as has Amanda from some charity shops but nothing is confirmed. In conclusion, we need a large skip as back-up. David will order and Lang will use her car to reserve a place for the skip.
A rota for the day was started at the meeting and will be available in the church next week. LOTS OF HELP NEEDED ON THE DAY! Even if you can only manage an hour, it is important.

Write for Rights Campaign 2014 and Greenwich Market stall
Graham has emailed the market manager requesting a space on Sunday 7 December and would appreciate help to set up the stall on the Sunday morning. Brigitte will order materials. A rota for looking after the stall with one hour slots will be available at the church next week. If you have done it before, you will know how enjoyable and worthwhile it can be, if you haven’t, please sign up and find out!
Contact with other groups

Simon has made contact with a potential student group at Greenwich University. He has invited them to our meetings and to take part in our actions including the book sale. Amanda is doing similar work with a group at Goldsmiths. At the same time Simon urges us to go to activities run by other groups, such as the recent stand-up comedy evening in Hackney that he attended, to gain ideas and as a way of encouraging them to participate in our activities.
Letter writing

There are three recent IAR cases needing letters Uzbekistan, Syria and Bahrain to be prepared by Brigitte, Ann and Graham respectively. Together with the letters prepared by Rachel and Roger plus the petition it promises to be a constructive evening but other cases are, of course, welcome. David W has the board. 
David WW is continuing to work with Farshid to enable us to use franking at the Human Rights Centre.
Winter Social 

Shelagh has generously agreed to once again play host to our winter social in January. Date to be agreed

Meeting Format

David felt that it was a good time to re-examine the format of our monthly meeting to make them more campaign focussed. This resulted in lively and forthright discussion covering a wide range of topics including how we spend our time and energy as a group and recruitment and retention of members. (Interesting that attendance at the meeting was one less than Nov 2013 and two less than 2008 and those present were mostly the usual suspects!)
The outcome was a decision to continue starting the meeting at 7.30 pm with tea and coffee but without notice boards. The formal meeting will begin at 7.45. Rachel suggested that each campaign coordinator be limited to a two minute report; a possible blessing to Newsletter writers!
NB the December meeting will, of course, have a different format with minimum formal business and the time being spent on Writing for Rights and eating refreshments which we are all encouraged to bring!
AOB

 Brigitte reported that the Action for Refugees in Lewisham (AVRIL) was reviving and encouraged us to bring donations in the form of non-perishable food and clothes for infants to letter writing evenings.
12 November: 7pm – 25th anniversary Convention on the Rights of the Child. Human Rights Action Centre, to book your place visit:   https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-25-years-on- tickets-13607375025 or email: children’snetwork@amnesty.org.uk.

	
	                   FUTURE  EVENTS 2014/15

	Tue, 11th Nov
	Group Meeting at the Crypt of St Margaret's Church 7.30: Monthly 

	Sat, 22nd Nov
	10am -4pm: Book Sale Church of the Ascension, Dartmouth Row

	Sat, 26th Nov 
	8pm: Letter writing in the bar of the Greenwich Picturehouse

	Sun,  7h Dec
	Stall at Greenwich Market, Wright for Rights Campaign

	Tue, 9th Dec
	7.30: Monthly Group meeting

	Wed 10 Dec
	Human Rights Day

	Tue 13 Jan 2015
	7.30: Monthly Group Meeting at the Crypt of St Margaret's Church

	Tue 27 Jan 2015
	8pm: Letter writing in the bar of the Greenwich Picturehouse

	Tue 10 Feb 2015
	Group Meeting at the Crypt of St Margaret's Church 7.30: Monthly

	Tue 24 Feb 2015
	8pm: Letter writing in the bar of the Greenwich Picturehouse


Key Dates and Addresses

Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 8pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675

	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	David Webbe-Wood 
	
	David.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Rachel Errington
	7771928296
	rerrington852@btinternet.co.uk

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8852 4663
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	
	
	
	

	Publicity
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com

	
	
	
	

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood
	
	

	London Region Representative 
	Rachel Errington ?
	
	

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    Ken Ryder, Ann Hillary, Brigitte Hurrell,

Roger Hardwick
Graham Dock

	020 8856 5377

020 8853 3405

020 88526080

020 8852 5225
02086999980
	anneliz.hillary@btinternet.com
brigittehurrell@gmail.com

roger2543@aol.com
g.dock@btinternet.com


Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website:  http://blackheath.amnesty.org.uk/index.asp 






Present:





Ann Hillary


Amanda Kipling


Brigitte Hurrell


David Webbe-Wood


Graham Dock 


Ken Ryder


Olwen Pearson


Pat Ransford


Peter Francis-Mullin


Rachel Errington


Roger Hardwick


Simon Ware 








Apologies:


Angela Dock


David Weekes


 Dee Weekes














