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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 

February 2014

Group meeting     11.2.2014


1.        Introductions. A warm welcome to new member John Stranger

2.        Talk by Ann Marcus, AIUK Country Coordinator for Egypt,

                on the developments in Egypt since  the uprising in Jan 2011, pointing 

             out the initial high profile involvement of women, which was soon brutally 

             suppressed.  See: Ahdaf Soueif  'Kairo, My City, my Revolution'.There had

              been high hopes of success of the democratic development of Egypt, since

             about 8 million out of 84-85 million are well educated.

             There had been positive developments for women from 2005 introduced by

             President Mubarak's wife Suzanne, called 'Suzanne's Laws. Women's rights in

             marriage and divorce, custody of children, literacy, especially for older women, 

             equality before the law, quotas for MPs (69 out of 500), FGM carried out 

            only by doctors and nurses. But since 2011 the situation of women has

            deteriorated: Egypt now ranks bottom of 22 Muslim countries in gender equality.

           On FGM (Female Genital Mutilation): about 91% of women have undergone this.

             In 2007 the leading Muslim university declared FGM  a sin. And in 2008 it

            was criminalised, but not enforced.

             UNICEF started a programme of community education (in 500

             villages so far) involving all inhabitants and succeeded in getting a majority         

             to abandon the custom. Another UNICEF initiative supported by the Bill Gates

            Foundation and Caritas amongst others is ISHRAQ  (enlightenment) aimed at

           adolescent girls in poor communities: They are taught literacy, numeracy, life

           skills and involved in sports. After 2-3 years many go back into education and

             only 1% still support FGM.

           Graham thanked Ann for an excellent and informative talk.

3.    Refreshment and  Matters arising from  notice boards: 

     Graham on monthly action: Philippines Torture Case: Darius Evangelista, to

      prepare letter for letter writing.

4.    AIUK AGM & Conference: Simon Ware to be our delegate 

5.    Book Sale Group  report back:

        Rachel: info from Simon's questionnaire shows that leaflets and letters are no longer

        needed:

        Leaflets will be sent electronically; 

       Rachel will print A4 posters to be distributed in shops, libraries, colleges etc. 

       An article about our 40th book sale with Kate Allen opening it to be sent to all local

       papers, hoping for publication to save the cost of an advertisement.

       Clear up at November sale:  anyone talking to school parents, PTA members mention

      that they can get free books after the sale for their own Christmas Fair, can store them

      in Rachel's garage

      A list of all charities erc to be contacted to be accumulated over the year.

      Kristina printed stats of takings of all past book sales: to be used for the banner at the

      Summer sale

     Next meeting before the March monthly meeting to discuss pricing, campaign.

6.   Letter Writing:

      Graham to adjust 3 letters re Egypt left by Ann Marcus, draft Philippine letter, Angela

       draft China letter, all to Rachel for copying. Any more offers?

7.   AOB

       Angela: AI at the National Theater: ' Poems to Make Grown Men Cry' 

                     Simon Russel-Beale, Melvin Bragg and Ian McEwan 

                     Tuesday, 29th April at 6pm, tickets at £4.00

         Rachel:  'Stand up Women' at Balham on 8th March: anyone to go with her?

	
	

	
	                   EVENTS 2014

	Tuesday 25th February
	Letter Writing, Picture House Greenwich, SE10 8pm

	3rd March
	Booking deadline for AGM

	Tuesday 28th February

Tuesday 11th March
	Letter Writing, Picture House Greenwich, SE10

 Group monthly meeting St Margaret’s

	Tuesday, 25th Marchth 
	Letter writing at Picture House bar in Greenwich

	
	

	Saturday 21st June 2014
	Book Sale, Church of the Ascension

	Saturday 22nd November 2014
	Book Sale, Church of the Ascension


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 8pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 8pm in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675

	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	David Weekes 
	07900 278 311
	weekesdavid@hotmail.co.uk

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Graham Dock
	020 8699 9980
	g.dock@btinternet.com

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Meeting organiser
	Rachel Errington
	0208 852 0048
	rachel_errington@yahoo.co.uk  

	Publicity
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood & Simon Ware
	
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com simontware@gmail.com

	London Region Representative 
	Rachel Errington
	
	rachel_errington@yahoo.co.uk

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    Ken Ryder, Ann Hillary, Brigitte Hurrell,


	020 8856 5377

020 8853 3405

020 8852 5225
	anneliz.hillary@btinternet.com
brigittehurrell@gmail.com




Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website: www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/blackheath" \n _blank
 
Present: 


Angela Dock,


Barbara Flinger


Brigitte Hurrell,


Fabiana DiPasquale


Graham Dock, 


Ken Ryder


Pat Taylor


Rachel Errington


Simon Ware


Dee Weekes


David Weekes


Mary Carpenter


Sangita Kansal


John Stranger





Apologies:


Olwen Pearson


Neil Conduit


Abby Day


Roger Hardwick


Ann Hillary




















 








