[image: image1.jpg]


Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 

September 2013 

 Annual General Meeting
1. Tea, coffee ,  

     Look at notice boards with updates on campaigns, monthly action on Human

     Rights in Azerbaijan, where 14 new prisoners of conscience have been identified

     since the begin of the presidential election campaign.  Graham will prepare a

     letter, which must arrive before the election on Oct 6th.

2.  Welcome to 3 newcomers: Miki Flannery, Thomas Westenholz and Amanda

                      Kipling

3. Report  from  Chair    

    Highlights:  

a)  Nov 12 and June 13 book sales raised  £ 12159, donation to AIUK   £ 9000 so far,

      more after the Nov sale.

 b)    Two successful campaigns: Death Penalty in Nov 12 and Afghan Women'

       Rights at the June book sale with a great banner and actions such as signing a   

      card and putting thumb prints on a freeze to be sent to Afghanistan. 

c)   Award again for the best fund raising group at the UK AGM in Warwick in May.

d) Letter Writing:  Between 1200 and 1500 letters throughout the year during

     well attended letter writing evenings at the bar of the Greenwich Picturehouse.

e) During  Winter Social at Shelagh's Angela choreographed a group Gangnam

     style dance  asking for the release of Gao Zhisheng. 'Gao Out' was the shout – 

     shown on U-Tube.

f) Two films: we publicised (and saw) the film 'NO' about the end of the Pinochet

    regime in Chile: sell out at  Greenwich Picturehouse., watched

    'Syria through Lens' at the May meeting.

g)  We organised the 'Greeting Cards' campaign at the Greenwich Market in

     December

h) We supported and some attended the EGM in April, an extraordinary AGM demanded

     by a large number of UK members  concerned about the hasty introduction of the

     'Closer to the Ground' strategy by the International Amnesty without concern for the

      financial consequences for national organisations. Although the resolutions were

      defeated due to an  extremely high threshold for acceptance (75%) the AI UK Board

      'got the message ' and many redundancies with the loss of research capacity were

      avoided. 

4. Report  from Treasurer

   Although we have a healthy balance we need to reduce costs -the income from the   booksales is going down while all expenses are going up.

5.Election  of  AIBG roles for 21013/14

   Chair:  David Weekes

   Dep Chair  David Webbe-Wood

   Secretary  Graham Dock

   Treasurer  Kristina Blagojevich (as for over 20 years!)

   Newsletter  shared between Ann Hillary? (Not present), Brigitte Hurrell, Mary     Carpenter and Roger  Hardwick

    Membership  and  Group Website  David Webbe-Wood

    Press Officer,  Publicity and Media  Simon Ware

    London Region Rep  and  Meetings  Organiser (Speakers)   Rachel Errington

    Campaign  Coordinators

         Death Penalty  ?

          Burma  Dee Weekes

          South America  Roger Hardwick

          South East Asia   Hao Tran           Iran  Mary Carpenter           China  Angela Dock         Women's Rights  Brigitte Hurrell

6.  Book  Sale Working Group

     Brigitte,Ken, Rachel, Roger, Simon to meet  and  to plan: cost, pricing, dealing with  'rogue' traders, campaigning at booksale, 'special' 40th Book Sale, recommendations at  October's monthly meeting

7.  Campaign  Issues  arising  from  notice boards  and social  media

     Burma : Lime Regis Group putting on a play about Burma 'Comedy of Terror' on Fri 18th   Oct (details from Dee), Rachel will bring a DVD  'Zarganar' by a Burmese comedian  who was in prison.

 8. 23rd of November : Book  Sale  (and next June 21st?)

     Ken (Rachel) to ask Lang to order 2000 plus 50 posters, volunteers needed for house-

     to- house leafleting on Sun, Nov  17th, , Simon to blog with link to our website.

     Offers of books for Nov Sale to be told to deliver books to Ascension Church on Wed

    20th or Thursday, November 21st.Nov : Simon: don't blog this 

    Brigitte to find a celebrity to open June book sale, Thomas suggested a local footballer,

    Anton Ferdinand, Brigitte to ask AI UK  for more suggestions. Kate Allen to be invited

    as well.

 9. October 12th: Street Collection

     7 volunteers but no organiser: Graham  will wait until the deadline for registration (20th

         Sept) for a volunteer. Would be a shame if it did not happen, ( publicity for the group,

      hand out leaflets for the November Book Sale )

 10. Letter Writing

       Graham to prepare the board and draft letter for the Monthly Action ( see point 1), 

       Hao letter re SE Asia, Roger letter re Mexico, Brigitte letter re Hakamada Iwao,( 45 

       years on death row.)

       Anyone wanting to draft a letter from the 'Real Lives' list contact Graham to avoid

       duplication.

       Brigitte suggest finding out more about  Turkey, where more journalists

       and human rights defenders are imprisoned (under spurious anti terrorist legislation)

        than any other country.

11.  AOB 

      Nominations wanted for the AI UK Board by Jan 14,

      Rachel translated the response to our Russia letter, which only said that it would

      be referred to the relevant (higher?) authority: disappointment!

 12.  Pub 

	The group's social media presence :

 

Blog - www.amnestybg.wordpress.com 

 

Facebook - www.facebook.com/amnestybg 

 

Twitter - www.twitter.com/amnestybg
 

And the website is still the best place to find the essential news on group activities, newsletters and meetings at http://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich 
 

If group members have items they want uploaded to social media please email them to aibgsocialmedia@gmail.com - i.e. photos, links to actions, newsletters, template letters for actions, event information etc.

 


	
	                   EVENTS 2013-14

	Tuesday 24th Sept
	Letter Writing, Picture House Greenwich, SE10

	Tuesday 8th Oct
	Group Monthly Meeting 

	Saturday, Oct 12th
	Street Collection?

	Tuesday 22nd October
	Letter Writing, Picture House Greenwich, SE10

	Tuesday,12th November
	Monthly Meeting

	Sunday, 17th November
	leafleting

	Saturday, 23rd November
	Book Sale, Church of the Ascension

	Saturday 21st June 2014
	Book Sale, Church of the Ascension

	Saturday 22nd November 2014
	Book Sale, Church of the Ascension


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 8pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 8pm in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Book Sales  2014: Saturday 21stJune; 9am to 5pm,  Saturday 23rd November, 10am to 4pm, both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675

	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	David Weekes 
	07900 278 311
	weekesdavid@hotmail.co.uk

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Graham Dock
	020 8699 9980
	g.dock@btinternet.com

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk

	Membership, group website manager
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Meeting organiser

London Region Rep 
	Rachel Errington
	0208 852 0048
	rachelerrington@yahoo.co.uk  

	Publicity, Press Officer, Media
	Simon Ware
	
	aibgsocialmedia@gmail.com

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    Ken Ryder, Ann Hillary? Brigitte Hurrell,

Mary Carpenter


	020 8856 5377

020 8853 3405


	anneliz.hillary@btinternet.com
brigittehurrell@gmail.com




Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website: www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/blackheath" \n _blank
 
Present:         


David Webbe-Wood


David Weekes,


Dee Weekes


Graham Dock,


Angela Dock 


Hao Tran


Ken Ryder,


Kristina Blagojecich


Simon Ware


Mary Carpenter


Muki Flannery


Thomas Westenholz


Marilla Quaranta


Roger Harrdwick


Rachel Errington


Amanda Kipling


Brigitte Hurrell


Sangita Kansal


Apologies:


Olwen Pearsopn Shelagh Voillemin


Ann Hillary


Neil Conduit


Tom Devine


Katie Dick


Eileen Smith





Rachel Errington


Shelagh Vouillemin


Pat Ransford


Roger Hardwick


Tom Devine.























 








