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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 

March 2013 

Group meeting 12.03.13
1. A look at notice boards and general chat. 
2. Matters arising from notice boards: 

Li Yan is still under sentence of death in China and letters in her support will be sent on 26 March.
General Rios Montt is to be tried for crimes against humanity in Guatemala. Probably the first time that an ex head of state has been tried by his own country.
3. This month’s action is in support of Hakamada Iwao who has been on death row            in Japan for 44 years. 3 people were executed in Japan last month.

Members are asked to prepare a more personal style of letter – drawing attention to 3 or 4 things we would have missed if we had been in prison all that time. Jeremy Irons has a video about this on Utunes. 
4. Support for Women’s Rights in Afghanistan.

Brigitte reported on the conference she attended. We completed a quiz which showed we all have gaps in our knowledge about Afghanistan.

The campaign is to persuade UK ministers to stick to promises given regarding support for Afghan women.

It was agreed that this should be the focus for our campaign at the booksale. 

We signed a petition with our fingerprints, simulating election practice in Afghanistan and a group photo with blue inked fingers was taken. We will repeat this at the next letter writing.

Brigitte has more information on media workshop and on effective campaigning.

Dee will invite an Afghan woman refugee she knows to come to a meeting.

5. We have been asked to nominate an Urgent Action coordinator for the group. Urgent Actions have been used for 40 years and last year there were 348. It was agreed that we do not need a coordinator. Jim and Rachel circulate many of them and other members receive them direct from Amnesty UK.
6. Film show. We will try to go ahead with screening ‘Syria Through a Lens’ at the May meeting. Jounna will continue to coordinate with other local groups.

7. Booksale. Lang was asked to check (via Ken) how much it would cost to distribute 10,000 leafllets through Lewisham Life. Otherwise she has an estimate of £179 for printing and £360 for distribution.

Brigitte had spoken with Heidi Alexander MP about helping us contact Jo Brand to ‘open’ the booksale. If this fails Heidi suggested Nick Rainsford MP.

It was agreed to increase refreshment charges and the price of new hardback fiction books (to £3).
8. AIUK annual conference and AGM. Graham and Brigitte will be attending and perhaps others. Graham circulated the list of 29 resolutions. He will circulate the full document as a pdf file. Many focus on the governance of AIUK. Graham detects a conciliatory tone from the board following the strength of feeling at the EGM and suggested that we should judge each resolution on its merits.

Consideration of the resolutions and how the group votes should be cast will be the main topic for the April meeting.
9. Letter Writing this month, 26th March at Greenwich Picturehouse. Jounna, Roger and Angela will prepare letters. Please send to Graham for onward transmission for printing.
10.   AOB. Eileen asked what had happened since the EGM regarding redundancies at the UK section. Not yet implemented but still on the table. A subject of a resolution at the AGM.

David and Dee gave their apologies for the next meeting. David has an exhibition of his pictures in New York. David Webbe-Wood agreed to take the chair.

	
	                   EVENTS 2013

	Tuesday 26th March
	Letter Writing, Picture House Greenwich, SE10 

	Tuesday 9th April
	Group Monthly Meeting St Margaret’s

	13-14 April
	AIUK AGM, Warwick

	Tuesday 23rd April
	Letter Writing, Picture House Greenwich, SE10

	Tuesday 14th May
	Group Monthly Meeting

	Tuesday 28th May
	Letter Writing, Picture House Greenwich, SE10

	Saturday, 15th June
	Book Sale

	Tuesday 25th June
	Letter Writing, Picture House Greenwich, SE10

	Saturday, 23rd November
	Book Sale


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 8pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 8pm in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675

	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	David Weekes 
	07900 278 311
	weekesdavid@hotmail.co.uk

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Graham Dock
	020 8699 9980
	g.dock@btinternet.com

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk
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Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)
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Present:         Angela Dock,


Ann Hillary


Balbir Singh Bakhshi


Brigitte Hurrell,


David Webbe-Wood


David Weekes,


Dee Weekes


Eileen Smith


Graham Dock,


Jounna Ukkonen,       Ken Ryder,


Mariela Quaranta,


Neil Conduit,


Peter Francis-Mullins, 


Rachel Errington,


Roger Hardwick,


Shelagh Vouillemin.





Apologies:


Chantal Vouillemin


Katie Dick


Olwen Pearson,


Tom Devine.























 








