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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 

January 2013 

Group meeting 08.01.13
1. A look at notice boards, general chat and welcome to new member Peter Francis-Mullins.  

2. Matters arising from notice boards: 

There has still been no change in the case of Gao Zhisheng, Angela reported, so we will record a “Gangnam for Freedom”  at the party at Shelagh’s on Feb 2nd.
Jounna notified us of a demo in support of Women of Zimbabwe (WOMZA) outside the Embassy in the Strand on 16 Feb at 13.00. Bring a red rose (real or imitation) if possible.
Roger advised that a report on Human Rights Defenders in the Americas has    been produced and is available from him as a pdf. 

Rachel reported that a film about the fall of Pinochet is being shown by the Picturehouse chain on Feb 12th with involvement by AIUK.  If we wish to participate we will have to change our meeting arrangements for that date.

3. AIUK Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM):  Graham gave us a summary of the background to the EGM and the resolutions which are to be debated. 

In order to implement the agreed strategy of “Moving Closer to the Ground” and open regional hubs in the South and East of the globe, the International Council agreed to increase the amount paid by national sections such as AIUK from 30% to 40% of their annual budgets. The recession means that AIUK cannot meet this target by increasing its income and the board decided to implement redundancies.
The proposers of the EGM resolutions support the strategy of MCttG but argue that AIUK showed a lack of transparency in failing to consult members about the implications for the UK section and in not considering delaying our increased contribution to the International Section. A major concern is that AIUK will be forced to move away from research and campaigning as resources will be concentrated on fund raising. The resolutions do not call for any board members or senior staff to resign nor for a change in the policy but argue that the timetable is too tight and that there is a danger of the IS having taken on too much.
The Board’s counter-argument is that if AIUK withheld the additional contribution to the IS we would be in conflict with the rest of the international movement and lose our voting rights at International Council meetings and that the only way to reduce costs further is through redundancies.
Each resolution was discussed separately and votes taken to determine how our representative, Ken, would use the group’s 10 votes at the EGM on 12 Jan. Those attending as individual members of AIUK are not bound by the group votes and may use their individual votes as they wish.
With the exceptions of resolutions 3 and 5 it was unanimously agreed to support all the resolutions.
It was agreed to support resolution 3 by a large majority.
With regard to resolution 5, the withdrawal of the redundancy process, it was agreed unanimously to support the first part of the resolution. Considerable difficulties were foreseen regarding the second part of the resolution regarding the re-employment of those already made redundant. Our representative to the EGM, Ken, was given discretion to vote as he thought appropriate having heard the arguments at the EGM.

Our chair, David, is to be congratulated on completing the complicated process in a reasonable timescale and Mary is due thanks for her legal expertise. We are particularly grateful to Graham for studying the volume of documents that have flooded the internet and helping us understand what is going on.
4. New Year Get-Together will now be held on Saturday, 2nd February 2013, from 7pm at Shelagh Vouillemin’s, 139 Lee Park, Blackheath, tel: 0208 318 0178.
A group representative to the AIUK AGM, 13-14 April, will be decided at the next meeting as will whether we wish to propose any resolutions. Brigitte suggested we propose that senior management of AIUK take a salary cut in order to preserve research and campaigning.
Speakers at future meetings. Roger will approach Ben Birnberg, human rights lawyer. Other suggestions are welcomed.
5. Letter Writing this month, 22nd Jan at Greenwich Picturehouse. Jounna, Roger and Angela will prepare letters. Jounna will take over printing. Greeting Card campaign continues.
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Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 8pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 8pm in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
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