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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

News letter 

November 2012  

Group meeting 13.11.12

1. After tea/coffee, looking at notice boards, general chat and welcome to new member Mary Carpenter 
2. Graham introduced the Monthly Action: AIUK is urging groups to protest against the 'Justice and Security Bill' going through the House of Lords at the moment. It will increase the scope for withholding evidence from accused and their lawyers  by claiming 'Danger to National Security'. This  already applies in 20 cases. Graham will draft a letter for the letter writing.

3. Matters arising from notice boards: 
Jim had sent a long update on deterioration of human rights in Azerbaijan giving cases. There will be letters to send at the letter writing.

Tom sent a summary of a 'torture epidemic' in Mexico and excessive force used

by police against  protesters in Panama resulting in many deaths; letters will follow.

Angela spoke to to her China update: the blind activist Guangcheng has made a bold escape from house arrest; AI has suspended action until more info is available. Woman activist Mao Hengfeng has been sent to Labour Camp for campaigning for women's reproductive rights and against forced evictions.

4. Book Sale: Drivers from Ken's and Rachel's garage organised (more needed on Thursday  to empty Ken' garage).Ken sent rota round for the day. rachel organised skip to encourage people to take away left over books (Roger offered to put his car in place for the skip). Death Penalty Campaign: stall at font and various displays around the church, cards and petitions, posting box, to be staffed on the day. Ann made a plea for home made cakes, Ken to put up rotas for greeting card action  and Winter Social (Sheilagh?)
5. Update on call for Extraordinary General Meeting of AIUK membership (EGM): Graham explained that a number of activists had called for an EGM as the  major reorganisation of AIUK and the large number of redundancies had not been consulted at the last  AGMs. There are questions about how much info was given by AIUK to  the membership and why groups had no say in calling for an EGM.
6. Greeting Cards Campaign: stall at Greenwich Market on Dec 8th promised but not garanteed. Brigitte has cards, others (who?) stall decoration. Rota at book sale, Can David Webb- Wood print address labels? Brigitte has addresses.
7. Letter Writing: Tue, 27th at Bar of Greenwich Picturehouse: several letters promised, Brigitte to do one or two more from the AIUK publication, Greeting  Cards feature of display (Graham)
8. AOB: Wine and mince pies at 11th Dec meeting, 3 people attended the demo during the visit of the Indonesian Prime Minister, organised by Carol from AIUK. Opening of next year's Summer Book Sale; several celebrities proposed but dates need fixing first: 15th June and Nov 23rd need to be checked with  the Vicar of the Ascension Church ( David?) Informal contact with other Human Rights organisation in the local area suggested by David, need to find out whether such a grouping  already exists.

	
	                   EVENTS 2012

	Tuesday 27th November
	8pm Letter Writing at Greenwich Picturehouse

	Wed -Friday 14-16 Nov
	Moving books into Church and setting out

	Saturday 17th November 10-4pm
	Autumn Book Sale at Ascension Church

	Saturday 8th December
	Greeting Card Action at Greenwich Market

	Tuesday 11th December
	Group Meeting at the crypt of St. Margaret's Church

	Tuesday 8th January
	Group Meeting at crypt of StMargaret's Church

	Date and venue to be decided
	Winter Social

	
	


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 8pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675

	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	David Weekes 
	07900 278 311
	weekesdavid@hotmail.co.uk

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Graham Dock
	020 8699 9980
	g.dock@btinternet.com

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Meeting organiser
	Rachel Errington
	0208 852 0048
	rachelerrington@yahoo.co.uk  

	Publicity
	Tom Devine
	
	tom.devine@btinternet.com 

	AIBG Website
	
	
	maddy.fry@kcl.ac.uk david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	London Region Representative 
	Mary Mulrenan
	
	marymulrenan@yahoo.co.uk

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    Ken Ryder, Ann Hillary, Brigitte Hurrell,


	020 8856 5377

020 8853 3405

020 8852 5225
	anneliz.hillary@btinternet.com
bhchurrell@tiscali.co.uk



Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website:  http://blackheath.amnesty.org.uk/index.asp

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/blackheath" \n _blank
 
Present: Angela Dock,


Ann Hillary,


David Weeks,


Dee Weeks, 


Graham Dock, Ken Ryder,
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Roger Hardwick, Eileen Smith,


Rachel Errington,
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Fiona Hand,


Mary Carpenter, David Webbe-Wood, 


Michael Graham








Apologies: Olwen Pearson,


Mary Mulrenan, 


Tom Devine, 


Jouna Ukkonen


 








