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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

September 2014

Group Meeting and AGM 09.09.2014


1. Introductions & Apologies

Peter was rewelcomed, he explained that an evening class had clashed with our meetings.

2. Report from Chair David highlighted : 
The booksales raised £11,621 this financial year.

Donation of £7,800 to AIUK, again top fund raising group

Campaigns at booksales, Write for Rights, Stop Torture

Zimbabwe poster, Syria poster and photos
100 greetings cards signed at Greenwich market

About 1500 letters sent over the past year

Talk from Ann Marcus on Egypt and Female Genital Mutilation

Our contribution to AIUK strategic review stressing need to do fewer things better

Two good socials; thanks to Sheelagh, Claude and Roger

Release of Gao. Was our Gangnam style video responsible?

3. Treasurer’s report. Kristina reported a current account balance of £1,500. Book sale expenses had been reduced through cuts to publicity budget. Major expenditure is postage. £2,666.
It was suggested that perhaps a bulk purchase of stamps could be arranged through AIUK. Graham will investigate.
4. Election of Officers. After much soul searching and some arm twisting the following were elected unopposed:

Chair: David Webbe-Wood 
Secretary: Rachel Errington (Only until March and on the strict understanding that a successor be found asap)
Vice-Chair: Simon Ware
Treasurer:  Kristina Blagojevich
The group expressed its thanks to David Weekes, Graham and Kristina for all the work they have done over the years.

Other roles: Press and Social Media – Simon Ware; Web Manager – David Webbe Wood; London Region Rep.- vacant, Rachel, Simon and Graham to cover; Membership Secretary – Graham; Newsletter – Ken, Ann, Brigitte, Roger and Graham.
Campaign Coordinators: All agreed to continue. David Weekes to take over Death Penalty. Graham to coordinate a new campaign. Possibly ‘My Body My Rights’.

5. Campaign Issues. Roger will prepare a letter to Prisoner of Conscience Angel Colon falsely imprisoned in Mexico for the past five years.
Brigitte is organising a media stunt at Heidi Alexander’s surgery, Catford Town Hall on Friday 26th October to draw attention to plight of Afghan Women Human Rights’ Defenders. Women volunteers needed please see Brigitte’s email and contact her. We signed letters about this to our MPs.
New Individual at Risk case, Noxolo Nogwaza. Little information forthcoming. Agreed to reconsider our participation if nothing before next meeting.
We have 550 followers on Twitter.

6. Book Sale: David W-W will add a link on the website to the excellent AIUK video on the Booksale. 

A meeting still to be arranged with Sarah Dodgson of the Amnesty Bookshop to discuss overlapping collections and other issues.

Need to maximise no. of charities collecting post sale. Please contact as many as possible. Ann will contact local schools.
7. Letters for letter writing evening: Letters to Rachel for photocopying by Friday12 September. She is going away. Monthly action letter on Torture in Mexico.

8. AOB nb new meeting time 7.30pm for trial period of 6 months. Letter writing remains at 8.00pm
The trainer for the Stop Torture Cmpaign will be attending next meeting on October 14th.

Agreed that the group will again run a stall at Greenwich Market on Sunday 7th December.

Other Dates: 4 Oct. Skills Share Rachel to attend. 25 Oct. Embassy Crawl. 4 Nov. Islington event.     5 Nov. London Region meeting.
	
	                   EVENTS 2014

	Tuesday 23 Sept.
	8pm Letter Writing, Picture House, Greenwich, SE10 

	Friday 26 Sept.
	pm Media Stunt Catford Town Hall

	Tuesday 14 Oct.
	7.30pm, Group Monthly Meeting

	Tuesday 28 Oct.
	8pm Letter Writing, Picture House, Greenwich, SE10

	Tuesday 11 Nov.
Saturday 22nd November 
	7.30pm, Group Monthly Meeting

Book Sale, Church of the Ascension

	Tuesday 25 Nov.
	8pm Letter Writing, Picture House, Greenwich, SE10

	Sunday 7 December
	10.00 am Greenwich Market stall


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 8pm in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Rachel Errington
	0208 852 0048
	rerrington852@btinternet.com 

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk

	Press and Social Media

coordinator
	Simon Ware
	
	aibgsocialmedia@gmail.com

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood & Simon Ware
	
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com

aibgsocialmedia@gmail.com

	London Region Representative 
	Rachel Errington
	
	rerrington852@btinternet.com

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    
Ken Ryder, Ann Hillary, 
Brigitte Hurrell,

Roger Hardwick
	020 8856 5377

020 8853 3405

020 8852 5225
	anneliz.hillary@btinternet.com
bhchurrell@tiscali.co.uk
roger2543@aol.com


Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website: www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/blackheath" \n _blank
 
Present: 


Angela Dock 


Ann Hillary


Brigitte Hurrell,


David Webbe-Wood


David Weekes


Dee Weekes


Graham Dock, 


Ken Ryder


Kristina Blagojevich


Mikki Flannery


Olwen Pearson


Peter Francis-Mullins


Rachel Errington


Roger Hardwick


Simon Ware


Sheelagh Vouillemin





Apologies:


Amanda Kipling


Eileen Smith


Neil Conduit,





Pat Taylor














 








