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 Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

July 2014

Group Meeting 08.07.2014


1.  Introductions & Apologies

2.  Matters arising from notice boards: Roger reported that an article had appeared in The Guardian about Claudina Velazquez’s father’s campaign. http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/18/rape-murder-women-guatemala-crime-impunity
Torture campaign. Eileen agreed to order more postcards for the next letter writing.
Monthly Action. Graham took mug shots of those present for the campaign to free Khalil Ma’touq.

3.  Book Sale: agreed that it was an excellent result. A further £37 has to be added to total. Real London blog gave excellent post sale coverage.
A meeting will be arranged with Sarah Dodgson of the Amnesty Bookshop to discuss overlapping collections and other issues.

Agreed that for November sale all books would be sold at half the marked price all day.
Local donations for November sale to be delivered to the Church on Weds. or Thurs. 19th, 20th November only.

Need to maximise no. of charites collecting post sale. Rachel/Amanda – Emmaus. Olwen – Blackheath Society. Roger – book recycler. Others needed.

More fit and strong people required for moving books Weds. 19th and for clear up. Please twist arms of friends and relations.
Agreed to donate £6,000 to AIUK.

Suggested dates for 2015. 20th June, 21st November. David to confirm with vicar.

5. Summer Social. Sunday 31st August at Roger and Claude’s. 13 Eliot Place SE3 0QL. 1.00pm.
No car parking restrictions on Sundays.

At this point Brigitte had to leave the meeting due to an important event in Brazil which turned out to be historic.

6. New Individual at Risk case. We have now been assigned to the case of Noxolo Nogwaza. 
Noxolo lived and died in KwaThema, a township east of Johannesburg, South Africa. She was 24 year old when she was murdered.  As an activist for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) rights, she was aware of the risks of living openly as a lesbian woman. Homophobia and hate crimes against LGBTI individuals are common in South Africa, particularly against those living in townships and rural areas. In the early hours of 24 April 2011, Easter Sunday, she was murdered on her way home from a night out with friends. Her attacker(s) raped, repeatedly beat and stabbed her - apparently because of her sexual orientation - before dumping her body in a drainage ditch. To date, little progress has been made in the investigation into her murder and her killer(s) remain at large.
 The aim will be to create pressure on the authorities and police to thoroughly and effectively investigate the murder of Noxolo Nogwaza so that those responsible are brought to justice without further delay. There are also wider aims to do with changing attitudes and training of the police in South Africa.
The group needs a contact and organiser for this important case. Please let Graham know as soon as possible if you can volunteer for the role. Amanda and probably Simon will assist. A final decision will be made at the AGM. 
There was some disappointment that we had not been assigned a case concerning a detainee with whom we could communicate.

7. Group AGM. 9th September. All posts are open for nominations. David intends to step down as Chair after 5 years.
6.  Letters for letter writing evening:   Graham will circulate the Real Lives document so members can select a case to prepare a leeter for. Please circulate whole group if you write one to avoid duplication. Letters to Rachel for photocopying 18 July at latest. David to prepare board.
	
	                   EVENTS 2014

	Tuesday 22 July
	8pm Letter Writing, Picture House, Greenwich, SE10 

	Tuesday 12 August
	8pm, Group Monthly Meeting

	Tuesday 26 August 
	8pm Letter Writing, Picture House, Greenwich, SE10

	Sunday 31 August
	1pm Summer Social, 13 Eliot Place SE3

	Tuesday 9 September
	8pm Group AGM St. Margaret’s crypt

	Tuesday 23 September

Saturday 22nd November 
	8pm Letter Writing, Picture House, Greenwich

Book Sale, Church of the Ascension

	
	


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 8pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 8pm in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	David Weekes 
	07900 278 311
	weekesdavid@hotmail.co.uk

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Graham Dock
	020 8699 9980
	g.dock@btinternet.com

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Meeting organiser
	Rachel Errington
	0208 852 0048
	rerrington852@btinternet.com

	Press and Social Media

coordinator
	Simon Ware
	
	aibgsocialmedia@gmail.com

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood & Simon Ware
	
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com

aibgsocialmedia@gmail.com

	London Region Representative 
	Rachel Errington
	
	rerrington852@btinternet.com

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    Ken Ryder, Ann Hillary, Brigitte Hurrell,


	020 8856 5377

020 8853 3405

020 8852 5225
	anneliz.hillary@btinternet.com
bhchurrell@tiscali.co.uk



Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website: www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/blackheath" \n _blank
 
Present: 


Amanda Kipling


Brigitte Hurrell,


David Weekes


Eileen Smith


Graham Dock, 


Ken Ryder


Kristina Blagojevich


Roger Hardwick


Sheelagh Vouillemin





Apologies:


Angela Dock 


Ann Hillary


Neil Conduit,


Abby Day


Olwen Pearson


Pat Taylor


Dee Weekes


Rachel Errington


Simon Ware


David Webbe-Wood














 








