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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE

ST ALBANS GROUP OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

HELD ON WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 12, 2014
www.amnesty.org.uk/stalbans
1.
PRESENT: , Irene Austin, Mike Bennett, Louise Chick (Chair), David Dickson, Sue Grieve, Maureen Huckle, Katharine Mears, Marie Middelstorb, Philip Nixon, Peter Smith  (Secretary), Penny Williams.
Apologies for Absence: Dakheel Alqahtani. Shrooq Alqahtani, Judy Jacques, Debbie Maya, Jackie Seaton, Mir Shafi, Karla Siswick, Hilary Tyrrell. 
2.       STOP TORTURE  EVENT WITH THE SCHOOL OF LAW OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE ON NOVEMBER 11.

This event was briefly reviewed and Irene, the chief organiser, thanked and congratulated for putting on a memorable evening. Louise Chick and Peter were thanked for support and thanks go to all group members who attended. The evening was marked  by an interesting variety of speakers: Colm O'Cuanachain as keynote speaker, gave a wide perspective on Amnesty's past and current campaigning against torture. It was particularly pleasing that one of our Group members, Dakheel Alqahtani, could bring home what it is like to be unjustly imprisoned from his own experience in Saudi Arabia. Selcuk Berilgen from Freedom from Torture, described his work as clinical therapist, helping torture victims recover from their traumatisation. Carolyn Pegg talked of her research into violence against women.   The speakers kept to time and there was ample opportunity for discussion. It's hoped that the university students, some of whom attended, can become more involved with Amnesty and support Mario Manov, who represented  the university Amnesty Group.

3.       FINANCES AND FUNDRAISING

Penny reported that we have given £1800 to AIUK so far this year. Donations at the November 11 Torture event amounted to £37.52. Half of this goes to our Group, the other half to Freedom From Torture. Arrangements for the market stall and street collection in St Albans on November 22nd proceeded, though we could still have done with more collectors (especially between 3 and 4 pm. [On the 22nd £376.30 was collected, less than last year, but some separate donations to be added will bring the total to just over £400. Thanks to all stallholders and collectors!]
4.      CAMPAIGNS:

CASA: Peter had 2 actions, one for Honduras, one for El Salvador.

Honduras: This action concerned Dina Meza, a distinguished journalist who has been frequently threatened and harassed. The letter was somehow missed at the signing session at the end of the meeting and was not signed. It will be brought to the December meeting.

El Salvador: The country has an absolute ban on abortion. Amnesty believes a woman should have a right to abortion and asks for signature of a letter beginning 'Every year, thousands of women and girls are denied their human rights by El Salvador's total ban on abortion.' Nowhere is the right to life of the unborn baby mentioned. Though it's Peter's job to present the Central American actions, this is not a letter he can sign, and has written his own letter.
Monthly Urgent Action: Venezuela: Human rights defender Luis Uzcátegui has reported being beaten by 4 people, including 2 police officers on October 17 near his home in Coro city, Falcón state. He believes the attack to be in retaliation for his demands for justice following the killing of his brother by state police in 2001. We ask for full investigation and that he be protected.
Monthly Urgent Action: United Arab Emirates (UAE): Officials from the UAE detained 2 Qatari men Yousif Abdulsamad Abdulghani al-Mullah and Hamad Ali Mohammad al-Hamadi on June 27 and have subjected them to enforced disappearance, since they have withheld information about the men's fate from their families. We urge their whereabouts be disclosed and they be released unless charged with a recognisably criminal offence.
Russia Campaign: We signed 3 identical letters from Debbie to 3 different addressees regarding Mikhail Feldman, Oleg Savvin and Dmitriy Fonarev, who raised a German flag in Kaliningrad and were arrested. If found guilty of their charge, they could face 7 years in jail. We urge the authorities to respect the right of freedom of expression and to release the 3 men.
Monthly Action: USA: On the 25th Anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights Of The Child, we write to the US ambassador to urge the USA to join almost every other country in

the world and to ratify this Convention. A petition to this end was also available to sign.

Control Arms: Louise gave the good news that 53 countries have now ratified the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and so on December 24 the ATT comes into force as a part of international law.. AI of course wants all states to ratify the Treaty. The ATT provides a legal framework in which countries can be held to account.
Israel/OPT: Philip introduced discussion of Amnesty's campaign on this fraught area of the Middle East. Of particular interest are the lot of conscientious objectors to service in the Israeli army; the shipment of arms to Israel from the UK - we didn't implement an embargo, even during the recent war in Gaza - ; the Amnesty report on the Gaza war which reports attacks on civilian homes in Gaza (Families under the Rubble. Israeli Attacks on Inhabited Homes).. It was agreed by vote that we should opt in to campaigning on Israel/OPT with Philip and Hilary as joint campaign-coordinators.
5.      MISCELLANEOUS:

...... Hannah Slater, AIUK Syria Country Coordinator, has agreed to come to talk to us
at our February 2015 meeting (Feb 11) 

...... It was agreed to ask Sue Fakes to get a letter about the Write for Rights campaign into the local press.
...... A joint Group order for Amnesty merchandise (over £75, so qualifying for a 20% discount)

has been placed [and received.] 
6.     Next meeting: Wednesday December 10th at 8 pm at the Friends' Meeting House, 7 Upper Lattimore Road, St Albans, AL1 3UD. Please bring nibbles and non-alcoholic drinks for Christmas socialising after a shortened meeting.
