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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE

ST ALBANS GROUP OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

HELD ON WEDNESDAY JULY 9, 2014
www.amnesty.org.uk/stalbans
[Addition to June 2014 Minutes, rectifying an omission. Add to section 3, CAMPAIGNS

'Monthly Action: May (delayed until June): Bahrain:  We signed an action card regarding Mahdi Abu Dheeb, former president​ of the Bahrain Teachers' Association, who, Amnesty believes, has been imprisoned for his trade union activities.']
1.
PRESENT:  Dakheel Alqatani, Rahaf  Alqatani, Shrooq Alqatani, Irene Austin (Chair)  Maureen Huckle, Emma Lawrence, (new member), Katharine Mears, Karla Siswick, Peter Smith  (Secretary), Emmylou Walters, Penny Williams.
Apologies for Absence: Mike Bennett, Louise Chick, David Dickson, Sue Fakes, Judy Jacques, Debbie Maya, Mir Shafi..
Emma was welcomed to her first meeting and introductions  were made.

2.       FINANCES AND FUNDRAISING:
.
.....  Our charity preview of Arms and The Man took place at the Abbey Theatre on June 17. In total sale of tickets raised £800 and the raffle raised £140. Thanks to Penny, the chief organiser, to Judy who looked after the raffle, to Louise for designing the flyer, to Irene for the board Refugee Week display, and to all who took part by attending. It was agreed that we make an immediate donation of £200  to AIUK, and a further donation if the next  bank statement shows a good amount. (A further £300 has been donated).  
3.        CAMPAIGNS:
CASA:   Peter introduced 5 actions, 3 for Mexico and 2 for Honduras:
Mexico: Jorge Arzave Orihuela is a human rights defender, working to promote adequate
housing for his community, where his home and that of many others' began to collapse in 2003. He has been demanding action from the developers and local government. He has received death threats, and we write in concern for his and his family's safety.

Mexico: We write in concern for the staff and the migrants at the Todos por Ellos migrants shelter in Tapachula in Chiapas. José Ramón Verdugo Sánchez, a staff member, has received a death threat. We ask the authorities to do all they can to protect all at the shelter.
Mexico:   Antonio Suástegui Muñoz leads the Consejo de Ejidos y Comunidades Opositores a la Parota (CECOP) which opposes the construction of the La Parota dam. He was arrested on June 17 and reportedly beaten and threatened while in custody. We ask for an immediate investigation and his access to his defence lawyer, family and a doctor.

Honduras: Dina Meza, a distinguished human rights defender  and journalist, winner of an Amnesty award for journalism, has faced increasing harassment and intimidation in recent weeks, also extended to a close family member. We believe that her and her family's safety are at risk and ask for immediate investigation and protection for her and her family.
Honduras:  COFADEH (Comité de Familiares de  Detenidos Desaparecidos en Honduras)
a prominent human rights NGO has reported being the subject of surveillance and attacks in recent weeks. In 2009 the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights called on the Honduran authorities to implement effective protection measures. COFADEH staff say this has not been done. We ask that it is.
.Death Penalty Campaign:

Emmylou introduced 2 actions, one a letter to sign immediately, one to be circulated later for individual action. 

Iran:  Four of Iran's Kurdish minority, Jamshid Dehghani, Jahangir Dehghani, Hamed Ahmadi and Kamal  Moyalee, are currently held on death row in Iran, arrested in June and July
2009 for a murder, which it is understood, only took place in September 2009. All 4 have been on hunger strike  since June 13 2014. We call on the Iranian authorities not to execute them and to guarantee that they will not be subjected to torture or other ill-treatment (they have been subject to at least 4 mock executions.)

Iran:  Juvenile offender, Razieh Ebrahimi, has been sentenced  to death for the murder of her husband in 2010 when she was 17 years old. Her death sentence can be carried out at any time.

She is reported to have admitted killing him after years of being abused by him. The action asks that her execution be halted and her case reviewed in the light of accusations of domestic violence. [This action was circulated shortly after the meeting.]
Russia Campaign:
Two actions were introduced on behalf of Debbie, who could not be present:

Russian Federation: Dilshodbek Nazarov and Davronbek Mamazhonov were abducted in Kaliningrad on 26 and 27 May 2014 respectively and may have been forcibly returned to Uzbekistan. On 27 May The European Court of Human Rights issued orders requiring the
Russian authorities not to extradite the 2 men. It's feared that both may have been abducted

by Russian law enforcement officials in cooperation with the Uzbekistani National Security Services. We urge investigation of the abductions and of the whereabouts of the 2 men

Russian Federation: We are concerned that Oleg Sentsov and Alexander Kolchenko may be detained in Moscow solely because of their peaceful opposition to the occupation of Crimea.

We urge the Russian authorities to return the 2 men immediately to the Crimea and to drop any charges that stem solely from their exercise of their rights to free expression and peaceful assembly.
Stop Torture Campaign.

We signed action cards in support of 2 victims of torture.

Uzbekistan: Dilorom Abdukadirova fled Uzbekistan  in 2005 after security forces killed hundreds at a largely peaceful protest she had attended. On her return she was arrested, subjected to 2 unfair trials and imprisoned. In court she showed signs of ill-treatment.

Amnesty considers her a prisoner of conscience.

Philippines: On October 3 2013, Alfreda Disbarro was approached by police officers and accused of being a drug dealer. At police headquarters she says she was tortured. We ask that her allegations of torture be investigated, and, if confirmed, that the case be referred for public prosecution.

Monthly Action: July: Syria. On October 2 2012 Syrian human rights lawyer Khalil Ma'touq was 'disappeared' and his family have not seen him since. This month's action is to take photos of group members holding a poster saying 'Free Khalil Ma'touq' in English and Arabic. Such photos were taken. [A selection of photos from this action and  from the June monthly action -
a photoaction about the world-cup in Brazil - can be seen on the group website (www.amnesty.org.uk/stalbans) by choosing the group photos post and following the 'see related' link.
4     ANNUAL EVENT WITH UNIV HERTS LAW SCHOOL:

We resumed our discussion of this from the June meeting. The background is: the Group over recent years has organised an annual event in association with the Law School.

Irene has been the chief organiser. The University felt that it had too full a programme this year

to accommodate another event at the usual time it is held (the spring) but Irene, looking forward to next year, had contacted Klearchos (our Univ Herts contact) to ask about an event in 2015.

Klearchos had suggested an event in November or December this year and as a possible topic religious persecution. 
The event is not aimed at fundraising but at raising awareness about human rights, particularly

among Univ Herts students. It originated in Refugee Week at the Law School campus in St Albans (now closed), where facilities were more convenient. At the time of Refugee Week the students have already gone from the University, so we have organised it earlier.

It was suggested that we take the 'Stop Torture' campaign as our theme for the event. That is AIUK' s priority campaign this year and there will be materials on it we might use

(videos for example.- Klearchos likes our event to be a little different than just a lecture).
Amnesty might provide someone to come out and talk about  the material. Katharine said

she might be able to pop into AIUK HQ during August, while in the area, to have a look at what material they have.

As to practical details: Klearchos asks whether we can stand the cost of refreshments and suggests a time of 7 pm. We think we could contribute to that cost, (perhaps £50?)and that the time should be 6.30 for 7.00 pm to catch the students before they leave for the day. We think the date could be Tuesday November 11th. It was felt that we should still hold our regular meeting the following day. We should have definite plans by our September meeting (September 10) so that we can begin publicity for the event. Could Louise do one of her excellent flyers? Irene will talk to Activism at AIUK and to Klearchos.
5.     MISCELLANEOUS:

....  Penny, who organises the annual St Albans market stall and street collection, is unable to be present at this year's on November 22. She will do the preparatory work but volunteers will be needed on the day to set up the stall, dismantle it at the end of the day and count the money collected. If you can help please contact Penny: penny.williams@virgin.net or tel St Albans 868367.
.... Colm Cuanachain, who works at the AI International Secretariat (IS) and lives in St Albans has kindly agreed to come and speak to us about the IS' work and about life there  at our September meeting.
6.      NEXT MEETING: Wednesday September 10, 2014 at 8 pm at the Friends' Meeting House, 7 Upper Lattimore Road, St Albans AL1 3UD. As usual there is NO meeting in August. Please come if you can on September 10, so that we have a good turnout for our guest speaker, Colm Cuanachain.
