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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE

ST ALBANS GROUP OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

HELD ON WEDNESDAY JANUARY 8TH, 2014
www.amnesty.org.uk/stalbans

1.
PRESENT:  Irene Austin, Mike Bennett, Louise Chick, David Dickson, Sue Fakes, Sean Keating, Katharine Mears (Chair), Eleanor Radford, Jackie Seaton, Mir Shafi,  Karla Siswick, Peter Smith  (Secretary), Roseanne Wilkinson, Penny Williams
Apologies for Absence:  Judy Jacques, Debbie Maya.

2.       FINANCES AND FUNDRAISING:

....We  have £1360.19 in our current account and some £1000 in our deposit account. Penny suggested, and it was agreed, that we donate immediately £500 to AIUK, to include our £72

affiliation fee.

....We have given £1010 to AIUK in 2013.
.... It was agreed that we transfer our deposit account to Virgin money, where it could earn 1.51% interest.
3.      CAMPAIGNS:

Peter had 3 CASA actions, 2 for Honduras and 1 for Mexico.
Honduras: We write to the President-Elect, via the Central America team at AI, in concern for the safety of members of COFADEH (Comité de Familiares  de Detenidos Desaparecidos en Honduras). This prominent human rights NGO seeks justice  for current human rights abuses by the security forces and 'disappearances' during the 1980s. Since 2011 the number of death threats, harassment and attacks has intensified. Despite an order from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,  the Honduran authorities have failed to protect adequately

COFADEH staff members and their families. We have written in support of COFADEH on a number of previous occasions.
Honduras: On December 7 an Honduran journalist, Juan Carlos Argeñal, was shot and killed

by two unidentified men at his house. In the months prior to the killing he had reported about corruption in local government. Honduras is notorious for the hounding of journalists. We urge a prompt and thorough investigation of the murder and protection for human rights defenders and journalists.
Mexico: Looking for justice for Miriam Lopez, who in February 2011, was abducted, raped and tortured at the hands of soldiers and federal government officials, we urge the Attorney General to order a full, prompt and impartial investigation  into these crimes, with the perpetrators brought to justice.
Death Penalty:
:Roseanne had 2 actions:

Iraq:  We write to the Iraq authorities to call on them to stop the execution of Bara' Ibrahim Muhammad and Taysir Jassim Muhammad, who were sentenced to death in Iraq on 8 August 2010. They were convicted in relation to their alleged involvement in explosions on 7 January 2010 in the city of Hit. We also write regarding Khaled Khalifa Mahmud, who was sentenced to death in October 2009 for alleged involvement in an armed attack in which a man was killed. He is on death row at the Maximum Security Prison in Baghdad. We are concerned that these men did not receive fair trials and ‘confessions’ may have been extracted under torture. We call for them to be retried in line with internationally recognized standards for fair trial. We urge for allegations of torture and other ill-treatment to be investigated and those responsible to be brought to justice. We also urge for a moratorium on executions, with a view to abolishing the death penalty.

United Arab Emirates:   We write regarding the death row prisoners, Abdullah Ahmad Muhammad, Ateek Ashraf, Kamrul Islam, Muhammad Naif Ali and Ravindra Krishna Pillai (migrant workers convicted in three separate murder trials). They have been informed by the prison administration in Sharjah Central Prison that they are scheduled to be executed on 12 January 2014. We call on the authorities in UAE to stop their execution. We are concerned that their trials may have been unfair and we call for them to be retried in line with internationally recognized standards for fair trials and without recourse to the death penalty. We also urge for a moratorium on executions. [Since the meeting Roseanne has  received the bad news, which has been circulated, that Ravindra was executed on 21.1.2014]
Refugee Campaign:
Bulgaria:  Irene highlighted the plight of refugees and migrants in the Bulgarian town of Harmanli where in December Amnesty exposed wholly inadequate conditions at an emergency centre for asylum seekers, of which there is an influx from Syria, and also the failure of the Bulgarian authorities to ensure timely  access to the asylum procedure.  She will be sending round emails - [they have been sent round] - for people to forward urging the Bulgarian authorities to ensure the living conditions meet the international human rights standards and calling on EU Member States to temporarily suspend transfers of asylum seekers back to Bulgaria.  

Monthly Urgent Action: Colombia: January 2014. We write to the authorities in concern for the safety of members of the Associacion Campesina del Catatumbo (ASCAMCAT). On December 2, 2013 a member Jorge Eliecer Calderon, was killed. On December 17 an armed man and woman forced their way into the home of member leader Olga Lucia Quintero and human rights defender Mauricio Ramos and stole information  relating to ASCAMCAT.  We   urge protection for these individuals and other members of this organisation and full investigation of the murder  and break-in.
4.     MISCELLANEOUS:

....  The Group is sad that Roseanne is moving out of the area. Please consider whether
you might succeed her as death penalty campaign coordinator. Roseanne has outlined what

this involves and her comments have been circulated.
....  Please note in your diaries the following dates in 2014: Saturday May 10:  street collection at the Quadrant, St Albans; Tuesday June 17: Charity Preview of 'Arms and the Man' at the Abbey Theatre, St Albans; Saturday November 22: Market stall and street collection in St Albans City Centre.
....  Louise suggested we do another weekly rotation of letters round the Group to our 'adopted' individual at risk Fray Tomás González,, the Director of  'La 72' migrants shelter  in Mexico, as we did in October and November 2013. Peter will see if there is any new information about him and also enquire whether he received the 55 pairs of socks we sent for the migrants at his shelter. [Enquiries on both matters are in hand.]
....  It was agreed that we approach the Abbey Theatre to ask if we could put up a display about refugees at the Charity Preview at the Theatre on June 17, which falls in Refugee week (16-22 June). Could we have it up during the whole of the week?  In connection with the preview Penny was not in favour of having a glass of wine as part of the ticket for the play: there had been difficulties with this in the past and there is a bar for drinks                      

..... Peter was  asked to go ahead with the idea of having presentations jointly at one of our meetings by Louise (Strange) of our Group and Georgia Booth (AIUK Country Coordinator for Guatemala) about their experiences in Guatemala. It was thought that the March or April  meetings might be most suitable.
....  It was intended to have our February meeting as our AGM. However the Group Planning Pack, which gives details of the campaigns we're invited  by AIUK to take part in over the year, won't be available before March. It seems sensible to postpone the AGM, when we will generally be planning and taking stock, till it is available.
....  Reminders were  given of 2 AIUK Conferences. The South Midlands Regional Conference

took place on January 18 at Oxford. Karla and Peter attended. 
The AIUK National Conference and AGM 2014 will be held in Edinburgh on 12-13 April 2014. Booking closes on March 3. The Group sets apart £200 towards the expenses involved in going to the Conference. If more than one Group member wants to go the £200 is divided between them. There are concessionary rates for certain categories of attendees but these concessionary places can be taken quickly, so if you qualify it's good to get in early. See www.amnesty.org.uk/agm.
5     NEXT MEETING:   On Wednesday February 12 at 8 pm at the Friends' Meeting House, 7 Upper Lattimore Road, St Albans AL1 3UD.
.
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