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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE

ST ALBANS GROUP OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

HELD ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 13 2013
www.amnesty.org.uk/stalbans

1.   
PRESENT:    Irene Austin (Chair), Mike Bennett, Louise Chick, Sue Fakes, Maureen Huckle, Debbie Maya, Katharine Mears, Karla Siswick,  Peter Smith (Secretary), Roseanne Wilkinson, Penny Williams.
Apologies for Absence: Andrew Coleby, Jon Holden, Suzy Hope, Peter Vincent.
Frances Davies. The Group was very sad to hear the unexpected news of Frances’ death on February 1st. A letter from Keith, her husband, had been circulated and several members of the Group intended to attend her funeral of February 21st. Frances was one of our longest serving members and a passionate campaigner against the death penalty. She was much appreciated and admired and will be much missed. Karla had brought a card for us to sign.
Planned Workshop. There was a workshop on ‘Creative campaigning for individuals’ planned for tonight’s meeting but there were no trains from London to St Albans this evening due to overhead cables down at Radlett. The evening Chair, Irene, and Peter Smith advised Hannah Clayton, the workshop trainer, not to attempt to come. The meeting later requested Peter to try to rearrange it for April. [The workshop is now booked for our April meeting.]

2.     GROUP AGM

Our AGM has always been an informal opportunity to take stock of our activities.
What we could do this year was limited: it is not clear what campaigns AIUK will be offering groups and the annual group planning pack has not been sent out yet due to uncertainties caused by the Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) and its aftermath.

…. Penny presented the Group accounts for the year January 1 2012-December 31 2012. We take over into 2013 a very healthy total balance of £2364.38. Two events which Penny had organised, and for which the Group was very grateful, was the Charity preview at the Abbey Theatre which had raised £600, and the Market stall/ street collection which had raised £408.87. The raffle at the Theatre, kindly organised by Sue Jameson raised £101. The street collection at the Quadrant, organised by Peter Smith, raised £192.87. We were able during this year to donate £1750 to AIUK, a very good sum. Penny was congratulated on raising £147 for Amnesty from making preserves.
…. It was agreed to keep the annual Group sub at £7.50 (waged) and £3.50 (unwaged). Subs for 2013 are due. Please see sub slip in these Minutes.
…. Those members of the Group with specific jobs were willing to remain in them. Irene invited members to consider joining the Chairperson rota. Katharine kindly volunteered to join, so that the Chair rota comprises: Penny, Louise, Debbie, Irene and Katharine. Peter Smith remains secretary, Penny treasurer, Sue Fakes media officer, Karla membership data base holder.

Though campaign details for 2013 weren’t yet known, Roseanne volunteered to take over the death penalty campaign, after Frances.

3.   ANNUAL EVENT WITH THE LAW SCHOOL OF HERTS UNIVERSITY
This event, the showing of the DVD Hell on Earth: Slavery Today made by the organisation Anti-Slavery International, followed by a panel discussion, takes place at the De Havilland campus of the University at 7 pm for 7.30 on Tuesday March 12. Practical arrangements for this event were discussed. The flyer Louise designed has been circulated to all group members, to all South Midlands Region AI Groups, to some 25 Hertfordshire Libraries, and sent to AIUK for them to distribute it to some 20 schools in Hertfordshire which have an AI Group.

Penny hoped to bring the Amnesty display board, collecting tins, and some brownies with her on the evening but finds herself with another important commitment then and Peter Smith will bring this material. We shall need at least 4 volunteers to rattle collecting tins at the close of the evening. Peter said he would look out some briefing info for Irene on human trafficking, the event’s theme. Irene will collect Michaela Alfred-Kamara, Anti-Slavery International’s  representative from Hatfield station on the night at about 6.45 pm. Any proceeds from donations

at the event, it was proposed, should be divided between Amnesty and Anti-Slavery International. Arrangements are now in place and what’s needed now is to encourage as many people as possible to come!
4.      CAMPAIGNS:

CASA: Peter Smith had 2 actions, both for Mexico.
Mexico: Indigenous communities are protesting about the construction of wind turbines without consultation near the towns of Álvaro Obregón and San Dionisio in Oaxaca State. Two activists have been threatened: Mariano López Gomez  and Lucila Bettina Cruz Velázquez. We urge the seeking of prior and informed consent of the communities and investigation of the threats.
Mexico: We write on behalf of the Belén Migrants Shelter in Saltillo, Coahuila State, where staff members have been recently threatened and their property stolen. Some protection is being given the shelter but workers there say that protection is not adequate and those giving it are not well-trained. We urge good protection and investigation of threats and thefts.

Former Soviet Union: Debbie had 2 actions.
Azerbaijan: We call on the Azerbaijani authorities to conduct an immediate investigation on the attack on the Musavat Party convoy, carrying presidential candidate Isa Gambar, by a mob on January 13 at Lenkoran City and to investigate the absence of police intervention. There is continued persecution of dissenting voices in Azerbaijan.

Russian Federation: Tamerlan Dokuvich Suleimanov was abducted in Grozny on 9 May 2011. We are concerned that his whereabouts remain unknown and that the European Court of Human Rights, following a complaint brought by his father, has found the Russian authorities violated his rights. We urge the authorities to order a prompt, impartial and full investigation into his enforced disappearance and to release him if he be in custody or else charge him with a recognizably criminal offence and grant him access to a lawyer of his own choosing.
Monthly Action: Zimbabwe: 2013 Election:

Following the first round of the presidential election in Zimbabwe in March 2008 there was an unprecedented wave of state-sponsored human rights violations. We write to 3 key figures in the South African Development Community (SADC), the Presidents of South Africa, Tanzania and Angola, to urge them to use their positions to try to ensure that the 2013 Zimbabwean elections

are free from fear and violence.

Control Arms: 
…. Following her contact with John Warren about the St Albans-based arms company Hall and Watts, in which John had sought our support in his enquiry into that company, Louise had published a letter in the Herts Advertiser in his support.
…. The stalled negotiations on the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) resume at the UN on 18-28 March 2013 and will attempt to negotiate a consensus. If an ATT cannot be agreed here it will almost certainly proceed to a UN General Assembly vote.

…. Action cards in support of an ATT were distributed.

5     THE EGM:

The Extraordinary General Meeting took place in London on January 12th. Penny and Peter Smith attended. It had been called by the requisition of  100 members who had doubts about the proposed restructuring of AIUK and review of its role and felt that the membership of AIUK had not been sufficiently consulted about this. A material change in AIUK was being imposed,
including staff redundancies, so that AIUK could increase its contribution to the international movement by transferring to the International Secretariat (IS) 40% of its income rather than the current 30% by 2021. The guiding principle is that more resources be transferred to the global east and south, to the areas where human rights abuses are most oppressive. The EGM requisitioners felt that what was being proposed would damage AIUK’s capacity to campaign effectively.
The arguments were aired. There were 7 special resolutions to consider, all needing to be given 75% of the votes to be carried. The results of the votes have been circulated to the Group by the Secretary. Not all were carried but the lowest percentage of votes obtained by any of the resolutions was 68.8%. So it was clear that there was substantial disquiet in the membership about what was happening. The Board has acknowledged that a change of this scale should have been brought to an AGM. It is clear that it will take a little while for the implications of the EGM to be digested and the Board has ‘opened a dialogue with the proposers of the EGM, to seek their input into the way the debate at the AGM is informed and developed.’ The next stage of these developments will be at the AGM in April.
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6.   MISCELLANEOUS:

Reminders were given of two meetings. 

….. The AIUK National Conference and AGM 2013 takes place between April 13 and 14 2013 at the University of Warwick. Bookings asked for by March 1st.

…..  Campaign for Women’s Rights in Afghanistan. An information and skill share day on March 9.  At AIUK HQ, the Human Rights Action Centre, Central London. Bookings asked for
by February 15th.

By the time these Minutes are circulated the booking dates for these two meetings will have passed. But if you’re really interested, perhaps it’s still worth a try.

7.    NEXT MEETING:

The joint event with the Herts University Law School is on Tuesday March 12th 7 for 7.30 pm at the De Havilland Campus.  Our regular meeting is the next day on Wednesday March 13 th at 8 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House, 7 Upper Lattimore Road, St Albans AL1 3UD. The possibility of holding our regular meeting after the event on the 12th was mooted but turned down by a majority vote.
