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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE

ST ALBANS GROUP OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

HELD ON WEDNESDAY APRIL 9, 2014
www.amnesty.org.uk/stalbans
1.
PRESENT:  Louise Chick, Sue Fakes, Sue Grieve, Maureen Huckle, Judy Jacques, Jackie Seaton, Peter Smith (Secretary), Louise Strange (Chair).
Apologies for Absence: Irene Austin, Debbie Maya, Katharine Mears, Mir Shafi, Karla Siswick, Emmylou Walters, Penny Williams.

2.       FINANCES AND FUNDRAISING:
..... Our charity preview of Shaw's Arms and the Man takes place at the Abbey Theatre on June 17th. A flier, kindly designed by Louise (Chick) has been circulated. Please note that Louise offers to personalise these fliers if desired (giving for example your name and address from which tickets can be ordered). We must now sell as many tickets (£10 each) as possible. Please see slip with these Minutes. 
.... Group subscriptions are due for those still unpaid. See the slip in these minutes. Please note:
we only expect a subscription if you decide to stay with the Group.
.... The street collection at the Quadrant, St Albans, takes place on Saturday 10th May. All collecting slots have been filled. 
3.       CAMPAIGNS:

CASA:  Peter introduced two actions for Mexico
.... We ask the authorities to do everything they can to safeguard the prominent human rights lawyer Leonel Rivero Rodriguez and his colleague Augusto César Sandino Rivero  Espinosa. The two men have been harassed and threatened because of their work, and on 10th March the offices of their organisation, Defensa Estratégica en Derechos Humanos A.C. were burgled. We ask for full, prompt and impartial investigation.
.... We write in concern for Mariano Martínez Martínez and his family. Mariano has received a death threat because his family members are trying to prevent a natural gas company from developing a wind farm on their land. It is important that the authorities obtain informed consent of indigenous communities. We understand that some local authorities have supported the development of wind farms without upholding the rights of other members of the indigenous communities affected.

Louise (Chick) wondered if any of the measures recommended to the authorities for improving security at the La 72 Migrants shelter, run by our 'adopted' individual at risk, Fray Tomás González have been implemented. Peter will ask Fray Tomás.
.... Monthly Action: April: Central African Republic:

We write to President Obama to ask him to exert his maximum influence to ease the current desperate situation in the Central African Republic (CAR). Hundreds of thousands of civilians in the country need protection and refugees and internally displaced persons need urgent humanitarian assistance.  There is a forced mass exodus of Muslim communities. Christian militias are carrying out violent attacks to 'ethnically cleanse’ Muslims in the CAR.
.... Monthly Urgent Action: March: Syria:
We write to President Assad about Syrian Red Crescent volunteer Maryam Haid who was arrested on January 13 in Damascus and later shown 'confessing' on a programme on a pro-government TV channel. She had been held in conditions amounting to enforced disappearance and her life may be in danger. We urge that her whereabouts be revealed without delay and that she be released unless she is to be promptly charged with a recognizably criminal offence.

.... Monthly Urgent Action: April|: Australia

We were disturbed to hear of the riots involving asylum seekers held at a detention centre on Manus Island, Papua New Guinea, during 2 nights of violence on February 16 and 17, which left one man, Reza Berati, dead and 62 injured. Asylum seekers arriving by boat to Australian territory are under present policy sent to the detention centre on Manus Island, instead of being processed in Australia as required by international law. A very small proportion of the asylum seekers have had the opportunity to start a claim for refugee status. We make an urgent appeal for improvement in the treatment of asylum seekers
4.    
GROUP JOBS

The secretary had circulated the Group asking if anyone would like to volunteer to take on jobs within the Group: there is a rota for the Chair, at present of 5 members. (Penny, Louise Chick, Louise Strange, Irene, Katharine). The other jobs are secretary (Peter), treasurer (Penny), and media officer (Sue Fakes). No one had responded to the circulation or volunteered at this meeting, so the present incumbents, who are willing to continue, remain in post. 
5.   
GROUP  PLANNING  PACK: CAMPAIGNS:

Each year AIUK circulates this pack which gives details of the campaigns it wants to support.

The pack is late this year, only recently received. It had been circulated so that Group members could consider in advance which campaign they would like to volunteer to look after.

At this meeting the following Group members volunteered either to take on a new campaign or continue with one already adopted. This then is the schedule of our campaigns for 2014:
'Women's Rights in Afghanistan': Katharine Mears; 'Stop Torture' and 'Forced Evictions' (2 separate campaigns) Louise Chick; 'My Body, My Rights': Sue Grieve; 'Refugees': Irene Austin;

'Syria': Judy Jacques; 'Death Penalty': Emmylou Walters; 'Individuals at risk': one action a month, adopted individual at risk, Fray Tomás González (Mexico), Central America Regional campaigning: these 3 looked after by Peter Smith. Other country campaigning: ‘Former Soviet Union': Debbie Maya. Peter Vincent continues to campaign on 'China' in loose association with the Group.
We're well supplied with campaigns this year. Thanks to all who volunteered!

6.   
MISCELLANEOUS:

....  AIUK, in relation to the sex workers policy consultation offered a further option for consideration: instead of total decriminalisation of sex work or instead of taking no position at all on sex work, there was the additional option of not adopting a position on the buying or selling of sexual services except to call for the decriminalisation of the sex worker. This option was considered but we remained with our view of total decriminalisation.
.... There is to be a day conference on Saturday 31 May at AIUK HQ, of which AIUK is one of the organisers, entitled; Guatemala: No Going Back! Impunity, Resistance and International Solidarity. More info and registration: guatemalaconference2014.wordpress.com  Peter hopes to go.
7.     NEXT MEETING:   On Wednesday May 14 at 8 pm at the Friends' Meeting House, 7 Upper Lattimore Road, St Albans AL1 3UD. Please note that this is our 'Guatemala presentations evening' when Georgia Booth (AIUK Guatemala Country Coordinator) and Louise Strange from our Group will talk about their recent times in Guatemala.
Please come along if you can, so that we have a good turnout for them. It was agreed that it would be nice if we could bring some nibbles on this occasion.
#############################################################################
CHARITY PREVIEW

of Arms and the Man by G.B. Shaw

Abbey Theatre Studio on June 17th 2014 at 8 pm. Proceeds to Amnesty International.

Booking Form

Name: ...........................................................................................................................................
Address: .......................................................................................................................................

Tel No.: ........................................................................................................................................
Email Address: ............................................................................................................................
No of tickets at £10 each: ............................................................................................................
Please send this slip and payment to 
Penny Williams, Group Treasurer, at 2 Althorp Road, St Albans, Herts. AL1 3PW.

Tel: 01727 868367

Cheques payable to St Albans Amnesty International Group.
Please enclose a stamped and addressed envelope.

###########################################################################

Group Annual Subscriptions Jan-Dec 2014: £7.50 waged; £3.50 unwaged    

 Name…………………...................................                             Tel no……………………….  

 E-mail…………………….......................................................

 Address …………………………………………………………………………………………...       

Please delete as appropriate:  I am happy to receive my minutes via e-mail    

 I am not happy to receive my minutes via e-mail   
Please send your subscription to Penny Williams, Group Treasurer, at 2 Althorp Road, St Albans, Herts. ALI 3PW. Cheques payable to St Albans Amnesty International Group
