Cirencester Amnesty International AGM

Feb 4th 2013 at Friends Meeting House, Cirencester

Present 
Jean Whorwell, Virginia Nicholas, Marina Marvan, Mira Marvan, Chris Stevens, Ros Topley, Val Hindson, Bee Maidlow, Nikki Rawson, 
Apologies Claire Morris, Jenny Bradley
1. Minutes of last AGM

Signed as a true record of the meeting.

2. Matters Arising

We are having the AGM in February for the first time.
3. Moving forward to 2013-14 We had a discussion about how we could manage the following year’s activities with so few very active members. Most members were keen to continue with monthly meetings. We agreed to have fewer events and speakers so we could focus our efforts better, and also agreed that we wouldn’t need to have a meeting in any month where we had an event.
4. Election of Officers

Chair: Val
Dep Chair: in Chair’s absence elect from members present
Secretary – admin & contact with HQ: Ros
Secretary – minutes: Chris
Secretary – annual programme: Bee
Treasurer: Chris
Press Officer: Marina
Events: Individual members take on responsibility for different events

Publicity: Different for each event (as above)

Website & contact list: Val
Farm Bookshelves: Marina
Address Labels: Marina
Fundraising & young people: Nikki
 
4. Campaigns:

Individuals at Risk (PoC)

Val

Refugees



Marina 

W & C Africa 


Ros 
Control Arms


Val 
W Papua/Indonesia

Bee 

MENA



Claire & Mira 
Women’s Rights in Afghanistan
Jean and Nikki

Death Penalty


none 
Women’s HR


none 
Poverty & HR


not doing

We discussed the India and Zimbabwe campaigns but felt unable to commit to them. 
Reminder that campaign leads need to look on the AI website regularly
5. Treasurer’s Report

· Total annual income: £3648.85 (up on last year), £990.05 sent to AIUK; Quiz Evening, Book Sales, concert, gig and envelope labels brought in good income.   
6. Chair’s Report

The chair presented a summary of activities since last AGM in May 2012 (8 months)
June:
- Meeting - Arms Trade Treaty workshop Gill Celverley

- Brewery Arts Choir Concert for AI 50th. Profit about £570
July: 
- Meeting: letter-writing

Aug:
- Social evening 

Sept:
- Business meeting inc AI UK consultations on cost saving proposals 

Oct: 
- Meeting - speaker Joseph Jones of the Gypsy Council

- Flag Day 

- Curry and Quiz night - profit £1039.60 half to AI

Nov: 
- Business meeting

- Amnestea
Dec:
- Meeting: Greeting card campaign

Jan:
- Meeting: EGM discussion

We did monthly actions where possible, writing individual and group letters. We have continued campaigning for the group’s Individual at Risk Johan Teterissa, and wrote letters on the campaigns we had committed to. The position regarding the Arms Control campaign was noted: there was much anger and disappointment as USA led other sceptical countries inc Russia to block the treaty. UK issued a statement in support with a number of other countries – this was signed by 90 countries. AI will lobby countries to get this on UN agenda for the meeting in October. 

Other on-going fund-raising: Book sales at Organic Farm Shop; Address label sales

7. AOB
None

The AGM closed at 8.30. It was followed by an ordinary group meeting.

