October 2020
To the US Ambassador to UK, his Excellency Robert Wood Johnson:
We write you today with grave concern about the future of the United States.
For nearly 60 years, Amnesty International has documented how racism, discrimination, and
hate can lead to widespread violence and further disregard for human rights. We’ve
monitored the unraveling of norms, laws, and rules around the world—and are deeply
troubled by what we see happening in the United States. The widespread availability of guns
in your country combined with the incitement to violence and the enabling and abetting of
white supremacy—at the highest levels of government and by those elected to serve the
people—has left the country dangerously vulnerable to those who prefer inequity to fairness,
hate over unity, and impunity over justice.
Amnesty International and others have exposed widespread and egregious human rights
violations committed by officials throughout the United States. Many of you—including the
President, officials in the administration and Congress, and members of law enforcement—are
directly responsible for violating human rights. Others have done too little or nothing at all to
stop these abuses.
The world is watching. We demand you meet your obligations under international law to
respect, protect, and fulfill the human rights of all people, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Freedom
Freedom
Freedom
Freedom
Freedom
Freedom

from racism, discrimination, and hate
to peacefully protest and dissent
from police violence and gun violence
from arbitrary arrest and detention
of the press to investigate and report the truth
from armed intimidation at the polls

Amnesty International takes no position for or against any political ideology, party, candidate,
or official. As the world’s largest grassroots human rights organization—more than 10 million
supporters—our sole purpose is the promotion and defense of freedom, equality, justice,
dignity, and human rights worldwide.
Sincerely,
Amnesty International

