


AIBG Meeting Notes 9 December 2025

Present:  Brigitte (chair), David Wi (notes), Anne F, Jennifer, Amanda, Joseph, Ilona, David WW
Apologies: Rachel

1. Write for rights
We used the meeting as an opportunity for all attendees to sign letters and write personalised cards for the following people:
· [person / country]
· [person / country]

2. Country/Regional Campaigns
· Brigitte:  Europe. Nothing to report.
· Roger: Mexico and Central America. No report this month.

3. London regional conference
· Attended by Amanda (member of organising group); Brigitte; Anne F; Rachel; David Wi.  
· Approx 50 attendees in total.
· An interesting mix of sessions and speeches incl. Women in Afghanistan and Iran; AIUK UN session; AIUK local activist team
· Action: David Wi to follow up with Josh Creaser and indicate our group’s interest in having AIUK local activism rep (Pip?) meet the group at some point in early 2026; given Pip is based in the Midlands, meeting might be online
· Action: Anne F to circulate to group the email from G Bisset re. forthcoming Zoom meeting to discuss AIUK financial situation

4. Screening of Film Esther and The Law AIUK past events – feedback (David Wi)
· Esther Kiobel is the wife of Barinem Kiobel, one of the “Ogoni Nine” (alongside Ken Saro Wiwa and seven others) tried and executed during the Ogoni people of Nigeria’s fight for justice during Shell’s extraction of oil in that region
· The film follows Esther’s journey from Nigeria to the USA and subsequently to The Netherlands as she fights for justice for her husband and the other eight members of the Ogoni Nine
· A panel discussion followed the screening, which included Esther herself

5. Music Fundraising event – May/June 2026
· Illona reported that Mark at Mycenae House (MH) is very happy for us to have an event there.  While a request for MH to host our every year is likely to be declined, once every other year seems to be more acceptable.
· Dates under consideration: Friday 15th May or Friday 5th June.
· Illona will be meeting Mark again very shortly.
· Format currently under discussion is for approx. 4-6 separate musical performances, each lasting 20-30 mins.

6. Preparation for January’s AGM
· Will be held Tues 13th Jan 2026.  Anne F will be sending out a Notice to all AIBG members shortly

7. Location of future meetings
· The group continues to explore alternative venues which might be less costly.  As the group does not have a regular and predictable income, this is an important consideration.  
· Action: Brigitte to make enquiries with The Friends’ Meeting House, Blackheath

8. Future events
· We will not be meeting for letter writing in December.  Action: Illona to inform James at the Princess of Greenwich
· 13th Jan: AGM
· 27th Jan: Winter Social – to be held at Brigitte’s house.  Action: Illona to inform James at the Princess of Greenwich
· Anne F to follow up with Richard Wilde of Greenwich University about him joining one of our future meetings 
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