BK16 actions for 10 December

On 10 December, Human Rights Day:

1. Please write solidarity letters and cards to the 6 prisoners still held in jail in Maharashtra state. Do not mention Amnesty, this should just be a personal message such as “I/we are inspired by your commitment to supporting poor and marginalised people in India” or “stay strong, we believe you will be released soon”. You can also talk about everyday things, especially if you have written to them before. 
2. Use the images given in the links (see newsletter Page 2) to post on your social media platforms with solidarity messages such as “On International Human Rights Day we must not forget that 6 activists in the Bhima Koregaon (BK16) case remain imprisoned without trial, simply because they spoke up for the rights of the most marginalised in the country. They must be immediately released.”
3. Publicise the case on a street action using the images and messages given
4. Write to your MP explaining the case, using the following text:

I am concerned at the continuing detention, without formal charges, of six human rights activists in Taloja and Byculla jails in Mumbai, Maharashtra state. Mahesh Raut, Surendra Gadling, Hany Babu, Jyoti Jagtap, Sagar Gorkhe, Ramesh Gaichor are being held without trial under the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. Some have been held for over seven years in poor conditions. A further nine activists are out on bail, but under strict conditions that limit their freedom of movement and communications. As lawyers, academics and writers, they have all worked to defend the rights of India’s most marginalised people and have not been charged with or found guilty of any crime. 

On 10 December, International Human Rights Day, I am writing to ask you to ensure their case is raised in relation to India’s legal duty to adhere to international standards in any communications with the Indian government. The Indian government must:

· Immediately allow these six human rights defenders to be immediately released on bail
· Ensure they have a fair trial based on proper charges
· If no grounds can be found, ensure all charges are dropped 
· Cease using the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act to harass human rights defenders and prevent legitimate freedom of speech.


