+  AIBG Meeting Notes 11 November 2025

Present:  Brigitte (chair), Anne F (notes), Jennifer, Rachel, Henry, Joseph, Anita
Apologies: Illona, David Wi, Amanda, Ellie (possible new member)

We welcomed Henry to his first meeting (he had attended October’s letter writing).

1. Follow Up from Previous Meeting (other items on agenda below)
a. Richard W - Anne F has been in touch with him. He is happy to attend and/or come and talk to the meeting, and has been added to the mailing list at his request.
Action:  Anne F to arrange a date for him to attend a meeting. 

2. Country/Regional Campaigns
a. Brigitte:  Europe. Nothing to report.
b. Roger: Central America. Has sent a detailed report - see below.  

3. Country contacts
                     Renewed request for more members to produce letters for letter writing. 
                   
4. AIUK past events - feedback
          Nothing to report.

5. Upcoming AIUK Events/Campaigns (info previously circulated)
a. Film showing Thursday 13th November (David Wi?)
b. AIUK London regional conference Saturday 22nd November 
· Anne F and Amanda will attend (Brigitte possibly too)
c. Defend Dissent action Tuesday 25th November (unfortunately this clashes with our letter writing session)

6. Write for Rights
a. Long discussion about a venue for this. Brigitte has contacted Lewisham Shopping Centre (LSC), the Clarendon Hotel in Blackheath and Blackheath Halls. LSC said they were too busy in the run-up to Christmas. Others have not yet replied.Good news that the timescale for the action extended to January and February 2026. 
     Action:  Brigitte to contact LSC and Blackheath Halls again requesting a 
                      Saturday in January or February. 
b. 9th December meeting will incorporate Write for Rights plus mince pies and mulled wine.
     Action:  Brigitte to order cards for this.

      7. Preparation for January’s AGM
                      Much discussion, including item for the agenda on seeking out a 
                      new (cheaper or free) venue with WiFi. Or rotate meetings at members’ 
                      homes?
                      Action: Anne F to contact Catford House (was Catford Constitutional 
                            Club) near Catford train stations.
Action: Anne F to send Brigitte Chair’s report from last year, and to meet with her to confirm content some time in December.
Action: Anne F to contact David We re financial report

8. Future Awareness and Fundraising Ideas
Awaiting feedback from Illona re Mycenae House

9. AOB
a. Letter writing - agreed that the following countries/regions would be covered - S. Africa (Anne F), Norway (Joseph), Tunisia (Henry), Myanmar (Brigitte). Copies of letters also needed for the relevant embassies (addresses can be found online)
b.  Move to WhatsApp for speedier communication?

FUTURE EVENTS 
● Tuesday 25th November 2025: Letter writing 
          Location: The Princess of Wales 1a Montpelier Row Blackheath SE3 0RL 
          Time: 7.30pm
	AIBG CONTACTS

	Position 
	Name

	Chair 
	Brigitte

	Vice-Chair 
	Illona

	Secretary (enquiries contact) 
	Anne F

	Treasurer 
	David We

	Country Contacts 
	Brigitte - Europe, Roger - Central America

	Publicity & Social Media 
	TBC

	Membership & AIBG Website 
	David WW

	Letter writing co-ordinator 
	Brigitte

	Meeting notes writer / provider of meeting refreshments
	Rotated between Brigitte, David Wi, David WW




MEXICO & CENTRAL AMERICA NEWS November 2025

MEXICO
Day of the dead vigil outside the Mexican Embassy
On 31 October, Amnesty International UK and PEN International organised a vigil
commemorating the 8 journalists killed so far this year in Mexico because of their work.
A letter signed by human rights organisations was delivered to the Mexican Embassy.
The letter contained recommendations for the Mexican state in line with Amnesty
International’s report “Nobody Guarantees my Safety”, on reform of the Mechanism
to protect journalists and human rights defenders. 
“The Pending Task of Solving Disappearances in Mexico” https://americasquarterly.org/article/pending-task-disappearances-mexico/
Mark Viales, through the Americas Quarterly, published an article on protests in
Mexico following the anniversary of the enforced disappearance and continued
impunity of the 43 Ayotzinapa students on 26 September. Our AIBG group has campaigned extensively about this case. The article looks back on the 2006 “war on drugs” instigated by the Calderón regime and details its impact in 2025 on enforced disappearance and clandestine mass graves. Since President Sheinbaum took office in 2024, 40 persons disappear daily, which is almost double Lopez Obrador’s average of 23.5. They indicate an escalation of the crisis, in a country that already has the highest worldwide aggregate of enforced disappearance cases. Tragically, the total number of cases presented in this article from 6 October 2025: 125,000, is already out of date, with the number exceeding 133,000 persons on 2 November 2025.

HONDURAS
There is a controversial bill before Congress to make it easier to grant environmental licences. And Honduras has still to sign up to the Escazú Agreement, which among other things includes provisions for the protection of environmental defenders. The case of the murdered environmental activist Juan López is included in this year’s Write for Rights.

GUATEMALA
José Rubén Zamora
The Amnesty team in Mexico has visited the journalist José Rubén Zamora in the Mariscal Zavala prison and delivered letters and cards for his birthday, which were very gratefully received. The team reported that he remained in good health, which is good news. José’s conviction for money laundering was overturned in October 2023 (awaiting retrial). In light of the miserable conditions in which Jose finds himself, there is an open letter to José with the opportunity for all of you to sign it. Please read and sign the open letter via the Google Form here. https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOrv3v2voL4S8XG2cOZQykEBbbBKsk3ZCUsLhM3XLUjsnBWA/viewform


EL SALVADOR
Amnesty calls for release of prisoners of conscience.
In a press release on 28 October, Amnesty called for the immediate and
unconditional release of José Ángel Pérez and Alejandro Henríquez, community
defenders who have been unjustly imprisoned since May 2025 after a peaceful
protest, defending the rights of the El Bosque community. The proceedings against
them have been marked by unfounded accusations of “resistance” and “public
disorder”. Since their arrest, both defenders have been held incommunicado,
increasing the risk of torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.
Criminal system punishes human rights defenders
Amnesty has warned that the criminal justice system in El Salvador has become a
weapon to punish dissent and stifle civic space. “Defending human rights or
protesting peacefully can cost you your freedom today”, says Ana Piquer, Amnesty’s Americas Director. The authorities are criminalising community leaders, trade unionists and environmental defenders by classifying them as “illegal groups” or “terrorist organisations”. 
The state of emergency has been extended 42 consecutive times now. It has been in
existence for more than 3 years and has seen mass detention without evidence and
suspension of judicial guarantees.

NICARAGUA
UN highlights cases of enforced disappearance
Earlier this month saw a press release from the Office of the High Commissioner of
Human Rights (OHCHR) at the United Nations regarding the continuing repression
ongoing in Nicaragua. OHCHR urged the Nicaraguan government to clarify to the
UN the whereabouts of more than 120 people.
Repression extends beyond Nicaragua’s borders
Unfortunately, the repression enacted by the Nicaraguan Government is not
contained within its own borders. In late September, the OHCHR published a report
by the UN Group of Human Rights Experts on Nicaragua detailing a campaign of
repression and persecution spearheaded by the government against Nicaraguan
nationals in neighbouring countries. Many of these Nicaraguans fled the state
crackdown in 2018 in Nicaragua. This campaign has been conducted through
arbitrary removal of Nicaraguan citizenship, entry bans, denial of passports, property
confiscation, digital surveillance, and threats, intimidation and punishment of
relatives of Nicaraguans abroad.










