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Subject: No place in Scotland for Live Facial Recognition Technology
Dear xxxx,
I am writing to you to express my deep concern about the decision of the Scottish Police Authority and Police Scotland to progress plans to introduce live facial recognition technology to policing in Scotland. 
Facial recognition technology is a mode of mass surveillance by design. It violates the right to privacy, non-discrimination and peaceful assembly and is not compatible with Scotland’s human rights obligations. 
Where it is used elsewhere in the UK, live facial recognition has been subject to legal challenge. In 2020, the Court of Appeal found that South Wales Police’s use of facial recognition technology breaches privacy rights, data protection laws and equality laws. The Metropolitan Police faced legal action after Shaun Thompson, an anti-knife crime activist, was misidentified by the technology and wrongly flagged as a criminal.
In August Police Scotland confirmed its intent to develop plans to roll out LFR in Scotland. Amnesty International has called on the force and the SPA to reverse that decision, warning that adoption of the technology would represent a historic shift in the relationship between Police Scotland and the public. Amnesty has also called on the Scottish Government to begin developing a statutory ban on the use of the technology to ensure Scotland does not breach its international human rights obligations.
Parliamentary scrutiny of this issue is vital. As my MSP I urge you to oppose the use of live facial recognition by Police Scotland and to call on Police Scotland and the Scottish Police Authority to reverse their decision to develop plans to use the technology. 
Yours sincerely,
XXXX


