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URGENT ACTION 
 
ASYLUM SEEKERS DENIED RECEPTION 
In Belgium, over 2,500 people seeking international protection remain destitute due to the 
government’s ongoing refusal to provide accommodation and essential services, a policy 
that has been in place since 2021. Many of these individuals, primarily single men, are left 
without shelter, forced to sleep on the streets, in makeshift tents, or in squats. Despite 
more than 10,000 domestic court rulings ordering the government to provide adequate 
reception, the Belgian government has continually ignored these legally binding 
judgments. The federal government must act immediately to provide reception, end this 
self-inflicted rule of law crisis and uphold Belgium’s international human rights obligations. 
 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 

 

Minister Anneleen Van Bossuyt 
Lambermontstraat 2 

1000 Brussels  
Belgium 

Email: info@migratie-mi.be   
Twitter: @anneleen_vb 

 
Dear Minister, 

 
I am writing to express my concern regarding the Belgian government’s continued failure, since 2021, to 
provide reception and essential services to people seeking international protection in Belgium, which violates 
its international and European human rights obligations. 
 
Over the past years, the government has repeatedly refused to take the necessary steps and use all available 
instruments to address the situation and uphold people’s rights. The state has acted in open defiance of over 
12,000 domestic and international judicial orders. 
 
Thousands of asylum seekers, primarily single racialized men, are paying a heavy price for the authorities’ 
willful inaction. People having come to Belgium hoping for protection from conflict, persecution, and human 
rights abuses, are left to live on the streets for months, exposed to more precariousness and insecurity. 
 
To address the situation, Belgian authorities must take all possible measures to respect, protect and fulfil 
the rights of asylum seekers without discrimination. As a priority, immediate actions are required to create 
additional reception capacity, including by activating the ‘dispersal plan, and by providing significant support 
to municipalities. In parallel, your government must act urgently to create long-term strategies to handle 
fluctuations in the number of people seeking protection in Belgium. 
 
I urge you to provide people seeking protection with adequate reception and to fully respect national and 
international court decisions that protect the human rights of asylum seekers. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@migratie-mi.be
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Since October 2021, the Belgian government has repeatedly failed to provide adequate reception to asylum seekers 
and refused to increase reception places to meet the needed capacity. In doing so, authorities have left thousands 
of people who filed for asylum to fend for themselves, with many being forced to sleep on the streets, in makeshift 
tents or in squats, often in unsafe and unsanitary conditions, in violation of their human rights. The state’s actions 
and declarations clearly show that asylum seekers’ homelessness in Belgium is not a matter of means and resources 
but one of political will. The government’s flagrant disregard for legal obligations displays an alarming contempt for 
the rule of law. 
 
In 2024, Amnesty International spoke to several asylum-seekers impacted by the ongoing crisis, lawyers specialized 
in immigration law and representatives from civil society organizations working on this issue through advocacy, 
humanitarian support, and other forms of assistance for people affected. Single racialized male asylum seekers 
were the focus of the research, as they are disproportionately impacted by the Belgian government’s failure to 
provide reception. 
 
One of the people interviewed by Amnesty International, “Hassan”, a man from Syria (all names in this UA are 
pseudonyms to protect the identity and privacy of people interviewed), had to survive for several months on the 
streets and in makeshift camps. He slept under the stairs of the registration centre situated at Rue de Pacheco 44 
in Brussels, on what he ironically defined as a "five-star bed", that he made from a wooden pallet. Even while 
sleeping rough, “Hassan” continued to offer help to others waiting to start their asylum procedures in Belgium, 
helping with translations and providing people the information that the state failed to offer. Hassan told Amnesty: “I 
find myself in the street with zero help, nothing. At Pacheco 44 [the centre where people apply for international 
protection], the Red Cross is upstairs and ... people sleep [in a place under the stairs to the building], so I made a 
bed there and slept there. I found a wooden pallet and I had a five-star bed. For [people seeking asylum], it’s a five-
star bed, believe me. It protects you from rain.”  

 
“Ahmet” and “Baraa”, both Palestinian men who fled Gaza, arrived in Belgium in September 2024.They lived in a 
squat which housed six or seven people per room. Ahmet described to Amnesty International how the squat lacked 
hot water, mattresses, or blankets: “It was cold. […] You can be starving, and no one will know about it. No one will 
help you.” 
 
Thousands of asylum seekers like “Hassan”, “Ahmet” and “Baraa” are paying a heavy price for the authorities’ wilful 
inaction. More personal accounts from people interviewed by Amnesty International can be found in Amnesty’s latest 
publication. Human rights institutions and civil society organizations have offered practical solutions to ensure 
asylum seekers receive the support they are entitled to. However, their efforts alone cannot be expected to remedy 
for the state’s failures, and as inaction persists, the negative human rights impact, harm and suffering endured by 
those affected continue to grow. Under the European Union (EU)’s Reception Conditions Directive  (‘RCD’, Art. 19-
20) and international law (ICESCR, Art. 11), Belgium has a legal obligation to ensure that asylum seekers on its 
territory have access to dignified reception conditions, including adequate housing, without discrimination. 
 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: French, Dutch or English 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 3 October 2025 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Asylum seekers denied reception (they/them) 
 
LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur14/7512/2023/en/  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur14/9161/2025/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur14/9161/2025/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur14/7512/2023/en/
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ADDITIONAL TARGETS 
 

His Excellency Mr Jeroen Stefan G Cooreman  

Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary   

Embassy of Belgium    

17 Grosvenor Crescent, SW1X 7EE    

020-7470 3700          

london@diplobel.fed.be   

www.diplomatie.be/london 

http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/nl/verenigd_koninkrijk   

http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/royaume_uni   

http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/united_kingdom  

Salutation: Your Excellency   

    

http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/united_kingdom

