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URGENT ACTION

PROTESTERS KILLED AND INJURED IN VIOLENT
CRACKDOWN

As a result of a long dated political crisis, Peru has gone into a spiral of violence that included several human rights
violations, especially against protesters in Lima and other major relevant cities. This political crisis escalated with
then-President Castillo announcing the dissolution of the National Congress on 7 December. Protests and violence
continue to rise throughout the country against Congress and the new political forces in place. To date, according to
the Ombudsperson Office, seven people have died, including two adolescents, all by firearms, and dozens of injured
protesters and journalists. The president must put an end to all excessive use of force against demonstrators, use
all available resources to safeguard the life and integrity of all injured persons, provide the necessary support to the
families of the deceased collaborate with authorities investigating all allegations of human rights violations in the
context of the current crisis promptly, thoroughly, independently, and impartially.

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL
LETTER

Dina Ercilia Boluarte Zegarra
Jr. De la Unién S/N,

cuadra uno Lima -

Lima 15001, Peru

dboluarte@presidencia.gob.pe

Dear Madam President Dina Boluarte,

| write to you to express my deep concern with the mounting violence against protesters in Peru,
including through the excessive use of force by national security forces.

By targeting those who expressed discontent with the current political crisis, the government response
has been abusive, disproportionate, and excessive toward protesters, and the country has entered a
dangerous spiral of violence.

| urge you to put an end to repressive measures against protesters, effectively placing human rights and
dialogue in the center and part of a solution to the country's crisis. As you will be aware, force should
not be used except when strictly necessary, in a proportional manner and for a legitimate purpose,
which should then be subject to a process of accountability. In situations of violence, security forces
must individualize the response to those responsible for generating disturbances or endangering the life
and integrity of others.

As the new Commander in Chief, you have the power to stop this violence from escalating even further,
truly inaugurating a new time for the country and living up to the international human rights obligations
Peru is subscribed to.

I urge you to seek dialogue and immediately put a stop to all violent acts of the national security forces.
This includes effectively putting an end to any excessive use of force against demonstrators, using all
available resources to safeguard the life and integrity of all injured persons, providing the necessary
support to the families of the deceased and collaborate with authorities investigating all allegations of
human rights violations in the context of the current crisis promptly, thoroughly, independently, and
impartially.

Kind regards


mailto:dboluarte@presidencia.gob.pe
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

As a result of a long dated political crisis, Peru has gone into a spiral of violence that included several human rights
violations especially against protesters in Lima and other major relevant cities. This political crisis escalated with
then-President Castillo announcing the dissolution of the National Congress on 7 December 2022. The
Constitutional Court and the Congress rejected this decision and Castillo was arrested on the same day. The vice
president, Dina Boluarte, was quickly sworn in as President and local authorities have formally recognized her as
the new Commander in Chief.

Protests and violence continue to rise throughout the country against Congress and the new political forces in place.
To date, according to the Ombudsperson Office, seven people have died, including two adolescents, all by firearms,
and dozens of injured protesters and journalists. This has been reported throughout multiple media outlets.

Romario Quispe Garfias, 18, and another 15-year-old boy were killed on 11 December in Andahuaylas, a southern
city in Peru, while the media reported that two more people died in protests. Dozens of people, including civilians
and police officers, have also been injured by firearms and blunt objects.

In addition, the National Association of Journalists of Peru recorded attacks on 21 journalists in Lima, Apurimac,
Huaura, Arequipa and Puno while covering the protests between 7 and 11 December. Amnesty International has
received information of other events in which the environment of violence hinders the practice of journalism and
puts at risk the work and the right to inform and be informed. The aggressions range from the excessive use of force
by the National Police to demonstrators committing aggressions, insults and attempting to strip journalists of their
work equipment.

Amnesty International has verified images of police firing tear gas canisters from close range directly at the bodies
of protesters in Plaza San Martin in Lima. Force should not be used except when strictly necessary, in a
proportional manner and for a legitimate purpose, which should then be subject to a process of accountability. In
situations of violence, security forces must individualize the response to those responsible for generating
disturbances or endangering the life and integrity of others.

Amnesty International reminds the authorities that a protest does not lose its peaceful character because of
sporadic acts or unlawful behavior by individuals. Therefore, the respect, guarantee and protection of the human
rights of those who demonstrate peacefully must not be diminished. State security forces should also prioritize the
peaceful resolution of the situation and avoid using force in ways that contravene international standards.

The Peruvian authorities must promptly, thoroughly, independently and impartially investigate all allegations of
human rights violations in the context of the current crisis. Amnesty International is particularly concerned that the
Police Protection Law (No. 3110), which has been in force since March 2020, leaves open the possibility for
excessive use of force by the National Police to go unpunished, in contravention of Peru’s obligations under
international law.

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Spanish. You can also write in your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 14 February 2023
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.

NAME AND PREFERRED PRONOUN: [Group] (they/them)

ADDITIONAL TARGET

Mr Juan Carlos Gamarra
Embassy of Peru

15 Buckingham Gate,

London SWI1E 6LB
postmaster@peruembassy-uk.com
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