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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 
October 2022
Group Meeting Tuesday, 11.10.2022
1. Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  
Brigitte was in the chair. Roger was Newsletter writer. 
2. Country/regional campaigns
China There will be Write for Rights action for someone who has been jailed for remembering victims of the Tianamen Square massacre.
The United Nations Human Rights Council has scandalously voted not to hold a debate on the  UN’s own report on Human Rights abuses in Xinjiang. Agnès Callamard, Amnesty International’s Secretary General, said:  “Today’s vote protects the perpetrators of human rights violations rather than the victims.” 

Mexico and Central America. The campaign for the massacred Ayotinzapa students continues. Violence shows no sign of abating. A mayor and several officials recently murdered by drug gangs.
West & Central Africa. The W&C Africa team has circulated a newsletter covering issues in a number of countries.  This will be sent out to group members before the November meeting, at which a member of the W&C Africa team will be joining us.

In Nigeria, 14-year old Keren-Happuch was allegedly raped at her school and died as a result of her injuries on 22nd June 2021.  Keren’s family was denied access to medical and autopsy reports, while the school failed to provide relevant CCTV footage.  Keren’s mother eventually obtained access to a medical report confirming rape as the cause of her death.  AI is calling for justice for Keren by demanding that the Nigerian Police Force investigate the mysteries surrounding her death and alleged rape; and that they ensure those responsible are held to account.  You can sign a petition by using this link:

https://www.amnesty.org/en/petition/demand-justice-for-the-death-of-teenage-schoolgirl-raped-in-nigeria.  This case reflects a wider problem in Nigeria, where women and girls are often at risk of violence.  Nigeria’s Minister of Women Affairs and Social Development, during the launch of the national sex offender registry in 2019, estimated that every year two million women and girls are sexually assaulted in the country.

For the next letter-writing session, Geoff will produce a letter on a case in Africa or elsewhere.

Iran. On 13 September, Mahsa Amini, an Iranian Kurdish woman, was arrested in Tehran by Iran’s so-called “morality” police, who routinely subject women and girls to arbitrary arrest and detention, torture and other ill-treatment for not complying with the country’s discriminatory compulsory veiling laws. She died in custody 3 days later and there have been violent protests since then. There is an online petition https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/iran-women-jailed-viral-video-forced-veiling-hijab-law
Iranian LGBTI rights defender Zahra Sedighi-Hamadani and another woman, Elham Choubdar, have been sentenced to death for “corruption on earth”. The women were targeted due to their real or perceived sexual orientation and/or gender identity and their social media activities in support of LGBTI communities.  Graham will be producing a letter about this.

Europe. Brigitte has received a letter from Chris Ramsey with the following information. Malta refugees arriving on the island has been charged but are currently out on bail. Turkey is sending back 1800 Afghan refugees by plane. The EU has been asked to take 42,000 Afghan refugees but individual countries are doing nothing. Care for Calais reports that Afghan refugees are being threatened with being sent to Rwanda. Poland Three LGBTI rights supporters have been prosecuted and acquitted but the government has referred the case to the Supreme Court. Brigitte will prepare a letter on this.
Anoosheh successfully completed the London Marathon. There was good support for him and others running for Amnesty from members of this group and others. So far the Amnesty runners have raised £44,000!
3. AIUK matters

National conference 5th Nov. David Wi has enrolled to attend on line, In person tickets are sold out but on line applications still available. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/amnesty-uks-national-conference-2022-tickets-347942514427 David will circulate the agenda when he receives it.

National AGM date not yet known. Our working party scheduled to meet on 20 November.

Anti-racism network launch. Graham gave a summary of our group’s past involvement (available from him or Roger).
The launch took place at the Human Rights Action Centre in Shoreditch. Originally 3 of us had registered but in the event only I (Graham) was able to attend. The AIUK Director, Sacha Deshmukh, gave a very interesting opening address in which he covered his own experience in UK and also touched on AIUK’s own anti-racism ongoing journey. After an icebreaker of talking to the person next to you, we attended two of four learning sessions. I chose to go to ‘Explaining Structural Racism’ and ‘Being a White Anti Racist Activist’ leaving out ‘A History of British Racism' and ‘The Media and Racism’.

I thought that the two sessions that I attended were very good. 

Structural Racism looked at the Met and the legal system response to the the Mango 7 in through the New Cross House Fire and Brixton Riots 1981, the Stephen Lawrence murder 1993 and the Macpherson Enquiry up to the recent events that resulted in the resignation of the Met Commissioner.

 ‘Being a White Anti Racist Activist’ the speaker took us through his own development of awareness and introduced the term micro-aggression. (“Your English is very good” said to a British born person) Had some good references but unfortunately no handouts. Recommended video ‘The School that disintegrated’ on Utube. Book ‘White Fragility’.
The main session after lunch was a brainstorming session on Campaigns and activism. The results will be published later in the year.

We will try to get an AIUK speaker on this topic in the new year.

4. Booksale. Saturday 19th November 10.00am to 4.00pm Church of The Ascension Dartmouth Row SE10 8AN
· Campaign Focus will be Rights for Rights. Ann H will push to get materials on time and postcards about cases if possible. Address labels would be useful (who will prepare them?)
Brigitte will bring picture post cards.

· Refreshments. Freya, Georgia and Cerys. They will offer real coffee. Please bring cakes.

· Representative from AIUK – Rosie Chinchen, AIUK Director of Fundraising (David Wi) invited for 11.00am

· Publicity – general & Social Media - Simon. Poster – Graham. Westcombe News – Geoff. Nextdoor Blackheath – Roger. Lewisham Life ?
· Contacting professional buyers. Geoff
· Collecting church keys. Geoff

· Collecting signs and display boards from Olwen’s garage. Geoff, Amanda, Graham. To go Rachel’s garage after sale.

· Preparing church. 5.30pm 14th Nov. Geoff, Graham, Wayne & Ann. 

· Transport of books to Church in advance Tony 6.30pm. David W-W + at Rachel’s garage, at least one more volunteer needed. Rachel cannot be there.
· Book sorting at Church: Mon 14th – Wed 16th 7pm to 9pm everyone
· Collection of books after event. Specials Ann H to put on internet. AI bookshops, David Blakely. Happy Fish, Brigitte in touch. Nb They have donated £480 for books collected after Nov. 2021 sale
· Finance (David We) Card machines. Anne F and David Wi. Float Roger. Takings Lang
· Display on history of booksale. Graham with input from Ken.

5. Future fundraising initiatives.
Ideas are needed. Current suggestions Open Gardens; sale of art works.
6. AOB The House of Thrones actor Owen Teale, our book sale speaker from, I think, 2019, has won a BAFTA for his part in Dream Horse.

7. Future Meetings and events
· Chair for future meetings: Nov – Graham; Dec – Marcia

· Newsletter writers for future meetings – [pls confirm]

· Tuesday 25th October: Letter writing

Location: The Greenwich Tavern, 1 King William Walk, Greenwich, London SE10 9JH

Time: 7.30pm

· Tuesday 8th November: monthly meeting

Speaker – AIUK representative, Regional Coordinator West & Central Africa

· Saturday 19th November 2022: Booksale

Location: Church of the Ascension, Dartmouth Row, Blackheath, London SE10 8AN

Timing:10am to 4pm

Tuesday 22nd November letter writing
· Tuesday 13th December 2022: December meeting

[Venue to be confirmed.  Potentially Annex Hall, St Margaret’s Church, Kingswood Place (opposite The Dacre Arms)]

Speaker: Daren Nair.  Subject: Hostage Diplomacy.

· Speakers / events  January 10th. Group AGM. February 14th tbc Speaker on AIUK anti-racism network
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