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URGENT ACTION 
 

LEBANESE MAN DISSAPEARED IN SAUDI ARABIA  
On 4 August 2021, Ali Maziad, a Lebanese national residing in Saudi Arabia, was 
abducted from his house in the capital, Riyadh by a group of men in civilian clothes. The 
Lebanese Embassy informed his family three months after his disappearance that he is 
being detained by State Security. Since then, he has been forcibly disappeared and his 
family has no information about his fate and whereabouts. Amnesty International urges 
the Saudi Arabian authorities to immediately disclose the fate and whereabouts of Ali 
Maziad, release him and ensure he has access to medical treatment and legal 
representation.  
 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

His Majesty King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud 
Office of His Majesty the King 

Royal Court, Riyadh 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Fax: +966 11 403 3125 (please keep trying) 
Twitter: @KingSalman 

 
 
 
Your Majesty King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, 

 
On 4 August 2021, Ali Maziad, a 58-year-old Lebanese Shia Muslim man, was abducted from his house 
in the Saudi capital, Riyadh by a group of seven men in civilian clothes. His fate and whereabouts have 
been unknown since then. 
 
Ali Maziad’s family told Amnesty International that they immediately contacted several police stations 
and government agencies in Saudi Arabia to seek information about his fate and whereabouts, but the 
authorities provided no information to the family. In November 2021, over three months after Ali 
Maziad’s disappearance, the Lebanese Embassy in Riyadh informed the family that he was being 
detained by Saudi Arabia’s State Security without having any further information. “We don’t even know 
if he is alive. We haven’t had any contact with him since they [group of men] took him away,” Ali 
Maziad’s relative told Amnesty International.  
 
Ali Maziad has been living and working in Saudi Arabia intermittently since 2004. According to his 
family, he takes medications to treat several health illnesses. Ali Maziad’s relative told Amnesty 
International: “His cancer recurrence requires proper health care and follow up. He also has diabetes, 
irregular heartbeats, and glaucoma—all of which requires medication.”  
 
I urge you to immediately disclose the fate and whereabouts of Ali Maziad and release him. In the 
meantime, I call on you to ensure that he has adequate access to health care, a lawyer of his choice and 
regular contact with his family. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Amnesty International has documented several cases of foreign nationals being arbitrarily detained by the Saudi 
Arabian authorities, accused of trumped-up charges and put through grossly unfair trials. Ten Egyptian Nubian 
men have been detained since 14 July 2020 and are facing trial before the Specialized Criminal Court in Riyadh in 
relation to a peaceful community event they had planned. At least two of the men are older people and suffer 
health ailments. Amnesty International urges Saudi Arabian authorities to release all the men immediately and 
unconditionally. 

In another case, two Palestinian nationals, Dr. Mohammed al-Khudari, who is 84-years-old and advanced cancer 
patient and his son Hani al-Khudari, were detained on 4 April 2019 and charged before the Specialized Criminal 
Court with “joining a terrorist entity” - understood to be Hamas de facto authorities - as part of a mass trial of 68 
individuals. Both men remain in detention despite their prison sentence ending on 28 February 2022. They have 
been deprived of proper health care and family contact. Amnesty International urges Saudi Arabian authorities to 
release both men immediately and unconditionally. 

 

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English, Arabic 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 27 September 2022  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Ali Maziad (he/him) 
 

 

  

ADDITIONAL TARGET 
 

HRH Prince Khalid Bin Bandar Bin Sultan Al-Saud 
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia 
30 Charles Street, Mayfair, London, W1J 5DZ. 
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/saudi-arabia-release-10-egyptian-nubian-men/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/saudi-arabia-release-10-egyptian-nubian-men/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde23/5307/2022/en/

