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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 
August 2022

Group Meeting Tuesday, 9.8.2022 in the crypt of St Margaret’s Church
1. Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  Marcia was chair. Newsletter writer Brigitte.
Marcia welcomed Tony as new member who has already conributed to the last book sale as a driver and Jennifer who has helped at the garage as visitor
2. Update from Country contacts
Angela, China:  group  of 48 individuals, predominently Muslim ethnic groups have been imprisoned in Xinjiang  without fair trials, They represent perhaps 1 million or more men and women estimated to have been detained in the region since 2017. There is fear of harsh treatment. Angela to draft a letter to President Xi Jinping to be sent via post or email.
Geoff, Central and West Africa, AIUK Team sent reports covering DRC, Rwanda, Nigeria and Cameroon: 
In Cameroon Human Rights officer at the Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (CHRDA) under death threats from alleged armed separatists.

A lawyer at Organis |farming  for Gorillas (OFFGO), woho exposed abuses by businesses, has also received death threats, his brother was dducted and  tortured, his brother-in-law was shot in the leg.The authorities are not investgating.

 Letter about Cameroon or DCR to be drafted.

Graham Iran:  Two recent press releases by AIUK make depressing reading. The first on the 29 July reported that Iranian authorities have installed a special guillotine machine in Evin prison to amputate fingers. It has already been used to amputate the fingers of Pouya Torabi, a man convicted of theft. At least eight other prisoners in Iran are currently at risk of having their fingers amputated.

On the 3 August, AIUK stated that the international community must hold the Iranian authorities to account for a torrent of violence unleashed by the security forces against food price and other protesters in the south-west of Iran in May. At least three people were confirmed dead along with numerous others who were injured.

On a more cheerful note, Morad Tahbaz has been released on furlough from prison in Iran!

Brigitte, Central and Eastern Europe, AI report on Ukraine accusing Ukranian military partly withdrawn (see Nancy’s e-mail)
3. AIUK Matters

AIUK November Conference, Sat Nov. 5 all day at Human Rights Action Centre, tickets £15.-. live stream available free, needs booking! Graham sugested we send two people to be paid by us, Amanda possible but further volunteers welcome. He will circulate the  conference details.
Amnesty Global Assembly: This was a long and complex process that ran from January to July this year and focussed on reform of board to make it more equitable. Not an easy read and felt remote from the concerns of a local group.  Graham suggested that it made more sense when viewed alongside AIUK Vision, Mission, Values on the website. Some discussion followed about how local groups appear to fit into the Amnesty International vision  and that perhaps  we need to set up working group to develop a motion to address these concerns at the next  AIUK AGM. Any takers?
Anti -racism  Event  24th Sept  Marcia and David Wi have signed up but there is room for more! https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/anti-racism-network-launch-tickets-358572228187 Marcia could approach Sotez Chowdury again about speaking at one of our next meetings.
4. November Book Sale 19 Nov
Campaign: free Morad Tabaz, maybe his daughter Roxanne could attend, needs to be authorised by AIUK.

Should Morad be free by then we could take up Alaa Abdel Fattah, an Egyptian journalist in prison who has dual British Egyptian nationality and who was and still is part of an Urgent Action

Maybe invite Local MP Janet Daby as  speaker, Marcia to approach via her church
Next Summer Book Sale: 

We need to decide before the Nov sale whether to go ahead – we desperately need new blood to take on the heavy burden of organising an attending the garage!

Brigitte: appeal via AIUK to national members who live locally

Amanda: to appeal to Christ the King Sixth Form
Ask all interested people to attend the Nov, sale to find out what we are about
5. Arrangeemnts for future meetings
As we can’t use the crypt in December it was agreed that we would use the Annex Hall in Kingswood Place opposite the Dacre Arms. 

Brigitte to Chair the Sept meeting. Graham to write newsletter
Geoff to approach West Africa Team to provide a speaker in November

6. AOB
DON’T FOPRGET THE PICNIC and bring a friend! 2pm at the Old Royal Observatory Garden, Greenwich Park.(see map at the end of this newsletter).
r
UPCOMING EVENTS 2022
	Tuesday 23 Aug
	Letter Writing ay the Prince of Greenwich Tavern 7.30pm 1King William Walk SE10 9HJ

	
	

	Sunday,  28 August
	Summer Social Picnic at Old Royal Observatory Garden Cat 2 pm

	Sat 24th of September
	AI UK Anti-racism Event at the AIUK Human Rights Centre, 25 New InnYard, EC2A 3EA
Time: 10am – 4pm 


	AIBG CONTACTS

	Position 
	Name 

	Chair 
	Rota: Graham-Marcia-Brigitte-Angela

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	David Wi

	Treasurer
	David We

	Membership & AIBG Website
	David WW

	Publicity & Social Media
	Simon 

	Letter writing co-ordinator 
	Brigitte 

	Events co-ordinator
	

	Newsletter
	Rota: Brigitte  Graham Roger Anne F


AIBGenquiries: enquiries.aibg@gmail.com
Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
Greenwich Park
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Present: 


Angela


Graham 


Ann H


Ann F


Geoff 


Brigitte


David W W


Ken


Marcia


Amanda


Jennifer


Tony





Apologies:


Nancy


David We


Dee


Roger 


Rachel











Tayba
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