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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 
July 2022

Group Meeting Tuesday, 12.07.2022 in the crypt.
1. Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  Graham was chair. Newsletter writer Melanie.
2. Booksale 
This took place in June after a lot of time work and labour put in particularly by some members of the group such as Geoff and Anne. Others offered support including non members but the group simply doesn’t have enough volunteers and the age of those who do help is increasing.

The amount generated by the sale was less than usual which made a group wonder if it is worth doing one next year. We don’t know yet whether the reduction in income is a trend that will continue. Booksales are an opportunity for campaigning and action and Sherry’s speech was inspiring. We will definitely do another sale in November which is easier as there is no collecting sorting and pricing plus fewer books but will have to make a decision in December or January‘s AGM about whether to have one in May 2023 or to shift to alternative ways of generating income. 

Given the above we need to keep financial reserves until we have another income stream. We decided to donate £2000 at the moment and to give the church £400. 

There was some discussion about publicity and how difficult it is to post photos especially group photos on the new AIUK corporate format. Maybe we need to bring another motion about allowing groups to have their own websites and block votes?

3.
Country/regional Campaign updates  
China/ Angela no update 

Eastern Europe /Brigitte no update 

Iran /Graham:
TORTURED IRANIAN DEFENDER DENIED MEDICATION

Arbitrarily detained Iranian human rights defender Narges Mohammadi is being tortured and otherwise ill-treated in Shahr-e Rey prison in Varamin, outside Tehran, including by being intentionally denied the specialised healthcare including the medication she requires, in reprisal for her human rights work. She is a prisoner of conscience who must be immediately and unconditionally released.  

I will prepare a letter for sending this month.

West & Central Africa/ Geoff:
More news from the DRC.  In May 2021, President Félix Tshisekedi proclaimed a state of siege in the conflict-stricken eastern North Kivu and Ituri provinces. He ordered the army and police to take over political and administrative powers, and granted military justice with the power to prosecute civilians, ostensibly to tackle armed groups more effectively and improve protection of civilians. By mid-April 2022, this exceptional and temporary measure under DRC’s Constitution had been extended 22 times. It is in danger of becoming permanent. Yet armed groups’ attacks on civilians have more than doubled in 2021 compared to the previous year, according to the UN.  Civilian courts have been suspended, jeopardizing access to justice.  There is a backlog of cases and severe overcrowding in deteriorating prisons. The current state of siege has not improved the protection of civilians – indeed armed group attacks on civilians have more than doubled in 2021 compared to 2020 according to the UN. Between June 2021 and March 2022, civilian deaths reached at least 1,261. The only outcome of the state of siege has been the restriction of human rights and civilian freedoms and the replacement of civilian courts with military ones.
There was discussion about how little information was provided by AIUK and useful contacts have moved on; it was agreed that Bilal would be contacted using the SCT email address to find out how to improve the situation.
4. AIUK AGM Nobody attended from our group. We need to think about the next one and perhaps keep this item on the agenda so we can plan who might go. Graham updated us on some of the outcomes which are listed at the end of this newsletter.  

5. Letter writing meetings 

Only three people attended the last one. The new pub is much busier and people prefer the Greenwich Tavern so that will be tried again. Non members to the group are welcome.
6.  AI UK Anti-racism event 24th of September. A new campaigning network is to be launched. All are welcome. The email about it will be recirculated. 

5.Future Meetings. Previous speakers have been excellent and maybe some can return. We should aim for one speaker for the autumn.  If anyone can go to the anti-racism event this may generate potential future speakers. Roger to be asked about someone to speak about Central and South America. 

As we can’t use the crypt in December it was agreed that we would use the Annex Hall in Kingswood Place opposite the Dacre Arms. 

Marcia to Chair the next meeting.

AOB 

The summer social will be on Sunday, the 28th of August in Greenwich Park in the Secret Garden also known as the Old Royal Observatory Garden at 2 pm.

Geoff and Graham created a stand for the exhibition at the church of the Ascension with historic photos of the group. This is now finished but was very successful.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2022
	Tuesday 26 July
	Letter Writing Prince of Greenwich Tavern 7.30pm

	Tuesday 9 Aug
	Monthly meeting in the crypt of St Margaret’s

	Sunday, the 28th of August
	Old Royal Observatory Garden at 2 pm

	Sat 24th of September
	AI UK Anti-racism event 


	AIBG CONTACTS

	Position 
	Name 

	Chair 
	Rota: Graham-Marcia-Brigitte-Angela

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	David Wi

	Treasurer
	David We

	Membership & AIBG Website
	David WW

	Publicity & Social Media
	Simon 

	Letter writing co-ordinator 
	Brigitte 

	Events co-ordinator
	

	Newsletter
	Rota: Brigitte  Graham Roger Anne F


2022 Annual General Meeting of Amnesty International United Kingdom Section

3:00 - 13.45 Debate and Voting 1st session, Financial and Special Resolutions
Please note: The debate and voting may finish earlier than planned. Please join at the start of each session.
• F1: Financial Statement 2021
• F2: Appointment of Auditors
• S1: Removal of minimum age requirements for membership
• S2: Amend the articles of association and rules to create a second vice-chair role
• S3: Amend the articles of association to change the resolution submission date
13:45 - 14:00 BREAK
14:00 - 16:20 Debate and Voting 2nd session, Ordinary Resolutions
Please note: The debate and voting may finish earlier than planned. Please join at the start of each session.
• O1: Clarity in the process for designating Prisoners of Conscience
• O2: Greater campaigning support for Julian Assange, press freedom, and the Human Rights Act
• O3: Prisoner of Conscience Status for Mohammed El Halabi of World Vision, imprisoned without trial
in Israel
• O4: Raising awareness of human rights violations in corporate supply chains and pushing for UK
legislation
• O5: Pay Policies and Disclosure Requirements of AIUK
• O6: Financial Efficiency of AIUK Section
• O7: Remove the required annual affiliation fee and block vote, for local groups
Resolution 
F1 Financial statement 2021 passed
F2 Appointment of auditors passed
S1 Removal of age restrictions membership failed
S2 Second Vice Chair role passed
S3 Resolution submission date passed
O1 Prisoner of conscience clarification passed
O2 Campaigning on Assange, press freedom and HRA withdrawn
O3 PoC status for Mohammed El Halabi passed
Q4 Corporate supply chains HR violations passed
Q5 Pay policies AIUK passed
Q6 Financial efficiency AIUK failed
Q7 Affiliation fee local groups failed
AIBGenquiries: enquiries.aibg@gmail.com
Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
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