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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 
May 2022

Group Meeting Tuesday, 10.05.2022 Online using Teams
1. Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  Angela is the March chair and she gave a warm welcome on behalf of the group to Keith Vanloen. Newsletter writer Roger.
2. After a few technical hitches we watched, on our own devices, the AI video, “Is Israel committing the crime of Apartheid?”.

This is available on Youtube and really is a must see. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoFjbnvkmQ0&t=7s

Keith then gave us his view on the repression of Palestinians by the Israeli government. He considers Amnesty’s terminology which states that Israel has policies that are akin to Apartheid as being a gloss on the situation where Palestians are second class inhabitants, Hebrew is the official language, land owned by Palestinians is annexed for Jewish settlements and services, especially housing only provided to Jewish residents. This is racism. The intent is to drive Palestinians out. The settlements fragment Palestinian land into small enclaves, not just Gaza which is totally cut off from all other Palestinian territories.
173 out of 193 countries in the United Nations recognise Palestine as an independent state but ther is reluctance on the part of the major powers to take action against the Israeli government because of the history of the Jewish people and the colonial past of many countries which is echoed by Israel’s attitude towards the Palestinians.
Keith reminded us of Israel’s 2018 Jewish nation state law, subsequently endorsed by Donald Trump, which states that “the right to exercise national self-determination” in Israel is “unique to the Jewish people.” It establishes Hebrew as Israel’s official language, and downgrades Arabic — a language widely spoken by Arab Israelis — to a “special status.” It establishes “Jewish settlement as a national value” and mandates that the state “will labor to encourage and promote its establishment and development.” 

All this leads to the conclusion that Israel is now an Apartheid state and that we and Amnesty should be taking much greater action.
Discussion followed regarding Amnesty as a non-political organisation not having a view as to what a solution to the crisis might be and what we can do. A boycott of firms that support the current Israeli government, including financial services (compare what is happening to Russia over Ukraine) and not buying Israeli goods.
Angela thanked Keith for his excellent exposition and expressed the wish that we might see him back in the group from time to time.
3. Booksale The date for the next Book Sale is 18 June. 
· Speakers – Anoosheh and Sherry Ashoori

· Campaign for Morad Tahbaz and Mehran Raoof “No one left behind.” (See below Graham’s report on Iran)
· Update on offers of help for the garage and church work, volunteers seem sufficient, some are friends but not group members

· Update on offers of books to Brigitte, and people to collect them.

THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH VOLUNTEERS TO COLLECT BOOKS IN CENTRAL LONDON. PLEASE CONTACT BRIGITTE IF YOU CAN HELP. Amanda offered to do so.

· Books in Olwen's garage and other donations will be transferred to Dartmouth Row garage by Men with Van on afternoon of Tuesday 17th. Geoff is supervising. Supermarket vegetable boxes are needed from day 1 onwards.
· Keeping a tally of boxes by category after pricing in garage. Ann H will produce chart to be completed during pricing at garage.
· Key holders. Ann H, Geoff, Brigitte and perhaps Lang.
· Publicity. Rachel has asked Simon to confirm that he is circulating Social Media. 

David W-W to be asked to make sure full info is on AIUK website. (Who is doing this?)

Distribution of leaflets. Graham will get 100 printed for letter writing on 24 May and for garage subsequently.
· Refreshments. Rachel has asked Simon to confirm that the Refugee Café will do this. Amanda pointed out that more snacks and perhaps cakes should be made available. (Has this been passed on to Simon?)
· Health and safety. Geoff, in liaison with the vicar is revising the poster and masks and hand wash will be made available (By whom?)
· Amanda will decorate church and environs with yellow ribbons to celebrate return of Nazanin and Anoosheh

4.
Country/regional Campaign updates  
Mexico and Central America: The general situation remains unchanged. Four more journalists have been killed in Mexico, probably for investigating corruption involving politicians.
Serious violence has erupted in El Salvador with 87 people killed in one day, a state of emergency being declared and 17,000 people arbitrarily arrested. Amnesty is concerned that the due process of law is not being followed.
In Honduras, David Castillo, one of those responsible for murdering Berta Caceres has still not been sentenced.
· Colombia: Nancy reports that WOLA  is Advocacy for Human Rights in the Americas.  Their "Colombia Peace" reports that of the 11 people killed by the military in a 28 March 2022 operation in Putumayo, at least four were civilian non-combatants. One was a 16-year old boy, Brayan Santiago Pama, who was moved and left with a gun by the assailants harking back to the 'false positive' scandal. The military claim that it was a raid on dissident FARC rebels.

· Colombia Reports is South America’s most-read news publication in English.  They reported that  Retired General Paulino Coronado was the commander of the 30rd Brigade in Norte de Santander where his subordinates executed at least 120 civilians between 2007 and 2008.

· ABC Colombia reported on the Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP) tribunal by the Colombian military into the killing of young people who arrived with the promise of a job. They were executed close to the Army's barracks. Known as 'false positives', this was a practice motivated by an institutional policy of the Army consisting of counting the corpses to inflate its results in the fight against the guerrilla. In exchange, the soldiers received bonuses, permits, promotions and medals. The JEP has identified 6,402 victims of these extra-judicial killings.  . 
· Gustavo Petro, a former M-19 guerrilla, congressman and Mayor of Bogota and current Senator, is running for President of Colombia on a left-wing programme and polls show he will go into the second round.  He and his Vice Presidential running mate, the Afro-Colombian human rights defender Francia Márquez, have received death threats.

West & Central Africa: Geoff reported that on 28th April, Mubarak Bala, a prominent Nigerian humanist, was arrested by police officers at his home in Kaduna, north-western Nigeria, and accused of blasphemy after he wrote a post on Facebook expressing his beliefs.  He was transferred to Kano, a conservative region in northern Nigeria where religious dissent is unpopular and, under Sharia law, blasphemy is punishable by death.  He is being detained in solitary confinement, and has been denied access to his family and his lawyer. According to his associates, he has been subjected to ill-treatment in police custody.  He has not been formally charged. 

Two letters have been circulated to the group. 

 He also reported on the UK government’s plan to relocate asylum seekers to Rwanda !
Iran: Graham has been in touch with Jo Atkins-Potts who leads AIUK’s work on British Nationals arbitrarily detained in Iran. She has sent an email in which she encourages us to go ahead and campaign for the release of Morad Tahbaz and Mehran Raoof. They both hold British nationality and are the subject of Amnesty’s  “ No One Left Behind” campaign that launched in April and circulated to our group. Amnesty hope to have a toolkit signed off by their team and the families soon to share with local groups to use in campaigns. 

Our meeting decided to make Morad & Mehran the focus of our book sale campaign. Our provisional  plan is to prepare a letter to send to the UK Foreign Secretary for members of the public to sign plus cards on which they can write messages of solidarity. We will either send the cards to relatives or to Amnesty to pass on. We may change or add to this when we receive the AIUK toolkit.

Jo explained that Roxanne would not be able to attend the book sale but offered the possibility of an AIUK staff member in her place. Graham promised to reply welcoming this suggestion.
China: Angela reports on Urgent Actions: 2nd UA for Chow Hang-tung, Human Rights lawyer and China’s labour rights advocate, charged with ‘inciting subversion’ under the new National Security Law in September 2021 and facing 10 years’ imprisonment. Action: Letter prepared. 

11th UA for Huang Qi, founder and director of the Sichuan-based Human Rights website “64 Tianwang”, charged with ‘intentionally leaking state secrets’ in July 2019, has had no access to his family since 2020 and his health is deteriorating. Action: Letter prepared 

Brigitte is taking on the Eastern Europe brief but as yet has nothing to report.
5.Future Meetings. It was agreed to hold the July meeting in person. Topic to be confirmed.      Roger will contact Bilal Hussain re an Autumn anti racism training event. Letter writing to go ahead at Prince of Greenwich on 24th May although book sorting may also be necessary.
UPCOMING EVENTS 2022
	Tuesday 24 May
	Letter Writing Prince of Greenwich Tavern 7.30pm

	Saturday 18 June
	AIBG Book Sale Church of the Ascension SE3

	Saturday 25 June
	AIUK AGM – mainly online

	Tuesday 12 July
	Monthly meeting in the crypt of St Margaret’s
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