
Dear 					MP

I am deeply concerned about the Ukraine crisis, a humanitarian catastrophe with large scale civilian casualties and more than 2 million forced to flee within the first two weeks.  

I welcome that the UK has committed humanitarian resources and is working with global partners to ensure all those involved in crimes under international law are held accountable. 

Whilst the government has made commitments to welcome refugees fleeing Ukraine, it needs to step up, share responsibility and not undermine their international protection.  

This crisis, alongside those in countries such as Afghanistan and Syria, demonstrates deep-seated flaws in the Nationality and Borders Bill going through Parliament, which will fundamentally undermine the UK’s asylum system and damage refugee rights globally. 

This Bill, if it becomes law as the government intends, will penalise refugees entitled to asylum in the UK for having reached here by the only means available to them and undermines the 1951 Refugee Convention.  

I urge you to read the accompanying parliamentary briefing from Amnesty International and raise the following concerns with the Prime Minister for his government to urgently: 


· Strengthen international efforts to protect civilians, provide humanitarian relief and help bring suspected perpetrators of crimes under international law to justice. 


· Press for parties to the conflict to create & respect humanitarian corridors to safe havens, for all civilians to have access to transportation and time to leave, and for international observers to be granted access to monitor their safe passage.


· Fulfil the commitment to provide sanctuary to 200,000 Ukrainian refugees in the UK by providing safe routes to travel here, such as by a temporary visa waiver. 


· Abandon measures in the Nationality and Borders Bill which will do serious damage to the UK's asylum system and support vital amendments made by the House of Lords including to introduce safe and legal routes for people seeking asylum.

Yours sincerely,

