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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 
March 2022
Group Meeting Tuesday, 08.03.2022 Online using Teams
1. Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  Marcia  is the March chair and she gave a warm welcome on behalf of the group to Sara Rydkvist. Newsletter writer.is Graham.
2. BRAVE Campaign  Sara is a long term member of Amnesty, beginning as a student in her native Sweden. Currently, she is Amnesty International UK’s Human Rights Defenders Campaign Manager. She began her talk with the surprising news that the campaign is coming to an end, although AI will contiue to help protect Human Rights Defenders (HRDs) through Individuals at Risk actions.
BRAVE was formed in 2017 because of widespread attacks including smear campaigns, physical threats, detention and even deaths of HRDs, particularly on woman and young people and particularly in South America but also in Russia. 
In 2016, at least 281 HRD’s were killed in 22 countries, including defenders who challenged entrenched economic interests, protected the environment, defending minorities or opposed traditional barriers to women and LGBTI rights. Group members might remember the case of Rodrigo Mundaca an HRD for the right to water in Chile who we supported in 2017/18 and the case of Berta Caceres an HRD in Honduras who was murdered in 2016. We wrote letters and protested outside the Honduran Embassy in Baker St to call for justice.
Sara said that since its inception, the BRAVE campaign had many successes for example it raised the public knowledge of cases such as Azza Soliman the detained Egyption Lawyer and was instrumental in the reversal of the quashing of sentancing of thee Stanstead 15 in the UK. It has helped raise the profile of HRDs in politics globally including in the UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office FCDO. It has also contributed to training and capacity building, for example the Rise Up scheme for young people, https://www.amnesty.org.uk/rise-up and the York Human Rights Defender course https://www.york.ac.uk/cahr/human-rights-defenders/ .
A full evaluation of the BRAVE campaign is due at the end of this March 2022. In answer to a series of probing question from Roger, David Wi and Brigitte, Sara replied that two independent evaluaters were chosen via a public tender and they have produced a lengthy and apparently thorough report. AIUK will in any case continue to monitor the actions of the FCDO to ensure that they apply the promises made. Local groups can help by supporting the global right to protest and keeping an eye on the progress of the Policing Bill through the UK parliament.
Marcia thanked Sara for an absorbing presentation and the applause nearly overloaded the Teams app!
3. Arrangements for Future Meetings April Meeting will be online and chaired by Brigitte. The speaker will be Ulrike Schmidt,Central & Eastern Europe Representative, AIUK.
Graham mentioned that he and Angela had met with Keith Vanloen. He said that if we watched AIUK video: “Is Israel committing the crime of Apartheid” at a meeting he would be willing to join in and field questions afterwards. David Wi to cantact and firm up details for the May meeting.
4. Ukraine: David Wi suggested that as time was short, we should agree to share any knowledge of actions or ideas by group email.
5. Booksale The date for the next Book Sale is 18 June. Ann H and Geoff have held a prelimary meeting and will shortly circulate a list of tasks that need to be done in preparation and during the sale. The hope is that we will all sign up for one or more tasks so that the load does not fall on the small number of usual suspects😊
6. Country/regional Campaign updates  
Mexico and Central America: Roger has sent in the report for March 2022:

 Mexico is one of the most dangerous countries in the world for journalists. Six killed in the first two months of 2022.

Guatemala: a set back in struggle against corruption with several former anti-corruption officials arrested for abuse of authority.

Nicaragua: President Ortega increasingly authoritarian. 7 opposition figures imprisoned after unfair trial and another died in jail.

But there is good news. In Honduras the Guapinol water defenders have been released. We wrote several letters on their behalf and, six years after the murder of Berta Caceres, one of those responsible is due to be sentenced on 4 April.

In El Salvador four women were released after being in prison for a combined length of 40 years for allegedly having abortions. 12 remain in jail.
West & Central Africa  updates: Geoff has submitted an edited report for March 2022
Burkina Faso
AI published a report some months ago about girls forced into early marriages in Burkina Faso.  The government has now announced plans to raise the legal age of marriage for girls to 18, and to reduce child marriage by 20% by 2025.  However, more urgent action is needed.  AIUK has prepared a draft letter which will be adapted for our next session.

Nigeria

An Urgent Action has been issued for Rivers State, where thousands of residents of waterfront communities have been evicted.  The story was also covered by the Guardian.  Action can be taken online here: Nigeria: 60,000 Forcibly Evicted In Port Harcourt | Amnesty International UK
Chad
Good news for Baradine Berdei Targuio, the subject of an Urgent Action.  Having been imprisoned in 2020 for 3 years after expressing concern for human rights, he was released in June 2021 subject to various restrictions, and has now been granted an amnesty, meaning he is fully free: Urgent Action Outcome: Human Rights Defender Free Following Amnesty | Amnesty International UK
Iran: Graham reports that no contact from the newly appointed country coordinators yet but reminds the group that the series of five BBC radio 4 broadcasts on Nazanin are available on BBC Sounds. They are only 15 minutes long and well worth a listen.
China: Angela passed on a precis of updates from Nabila Khan: A 6th Urgent Action for Zhang Zhan- a citizen journalist detained for speaking out about human rights. Pressure is on to release her immediately. Action – a letter will be prepared for this month’s letter writing.
Urgent Action Idris Hasan, an ethnic Uyghur is currently detained in Morocco and at risk of deportation to China where he may face a high risk of torture. Action: A letter will be prepared.
Good News: Yu Wensheng was released from prison on 1st March 2022. He is safely reunited with his family in Bejing.
Xu Yan, his wife sends this message: “We are very thankful to all individuals who have supported and worked on Yu’s case in the past 4 years. Sincere thanks to everyone for their help.
7. AOB     Sotez Chowdhury, AIUK anti-racism network, has been replaced by Bilal Hussain. Roger has been in contact with him but there will be no training materials ready before the Autum
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