AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH GROUP

Group Monthly Newsletter
Tuesday 8th February 2022, 7:30pm – 9:00pm
Location: online by Teams

Present: Brigitte, Rachel,  David Wi, Anne F, Ann H, Angela, Graham, Marcia,Roger,  Geoff

Apologies: Ken , David W, Nancy
1 Introductions:

       Chair Graham, appointing newsletter writer:  Brigitte
2 Future Meetings:

a)  BRAVE Campaign: Shaimaa unavoidably unable to attend in March, 
Group decided to take up her offer of 2 colleagues – needs following up

b)  Group decided after discussion to hold March meeting on-line, further

       meetings to be decided according to Covid conditions, 

Letter Writing to be held in person, all letters to be put on-line for people, who are unable to attend to print and send
c)   Rotating Chair for future meetings: March: Marcia, April: Brigitte, May: 
              Angela, Graham
d) ANTI  RACISM Campaign
Marcia suggested and Roger to contact Sotez Chowdhury from AIUK anti racism network
e) ANTI  APARTHEID Campaign:

Graham suggested taking up AIUK’s recent launch of an anti – apartheid campaign in Israel, to watch a 15 minute video followed by a speaker and discussions, maybe approach Keith?
f) EASTERN Europe:

David Wi  thought there was a need for better information about human rights in Eastern Europe, maybe get a country co-ordinator to speak?
3 Blueprint
As it is not a campaigning organisation Roger does not see the need to keep up close connection; he will keep an eye on events and report anything relevant

4 Reports from Country Contacts:

Roger on Mexico: latest killing of a journalist added to death toll
Brigitte on Myanmar: violent uprisings against military regime adds up to civil war
Angela on China: Nikita White from Australian AI speaking up: While the Beijing Winter Olympics are happening Uyghur people are imprisoned, detained and facing forced disappearances  
 Janet Daby, MP for Lewisham East took part in a debate on the Parliamentary Tribunal on the Uyghur people which concluded that they are facing severe human rights violations  and is asking the British Government for a boycott of import of cotton produced by slave labour in Xinjiang province.
Angela to prepare a letter about 5 Chinese individuals who spoke out about the abuses

Geoff on Africa: Senegal
In Senegal, the authorities have regularly cracked down on peaceful protests organised by opposition groups and human rights organisations, including banning demonstrations, arresting peaceful protesters, and using excessive force, including live ammunition, batons and tear gas.

Following the arrest of political opponent Ousmane Sonko on 3th March 2021, spontaneous protests, soSmetimes violent, erupted over five days in several cities.  Amnesty documented 14 deaths, including a 12-year-old boy and, according to the Senegalese Red Cross, 590 people were injured.  One victim, Cheikh Wade (32), a tailor, was demonstrating in Dakar on 8th March when he was shot.  A video, authenticated by Amnesty, shows a police officer aiming and firing at the victim, who falls to the ground.  Moments later, a police vehicle approaches the body before driving away.  An autopsy concluded that death was due to head trauma from a firearm projectile.  The family’s lawyer filed a complaint before a judge of the Court of Appeal.  No follow-up has been given to this complaint.

In April 2021, Senegal's Minister of Armed Forces, Sidiki Kaba, announced that an independent and impartial Commission of Inquiry would be established to investigate these events.  However, in December, President Macky Sall declared that the Commission was no longer relevant due to the opening of a judicial internal investigation.  To date, no information has been made available on these proceedings.
The excessive use of force by the defence and security forces remains unpunished despite the legislative provisions in force in Senegal and the country's international commitments to protect human rights.  In the past, judicial authorities have sometimes been confronted with the refusal of ministries to order proceedings against officers, thus impeding the pursuit of justice.

Letters will be available for signing.

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
In 2017, Amnesty expressed concern over the investigation into the murders of two UN experts in the DRC – Michael Sharp and Zaida Catalan – amid accusations of a cover-up.  The Guardian has just reported that a military court has sentenced to death 51 people (although such sentences are usually commuted to life imprisonment) for these murders.  Lawyers for some of the defendants allege that the trial was a set-up.
Graham on Iran: AIUK still to appoint a country co-ordinator - Janet Daby met Anoosheh Ashoori’s wife Sherry  and  is   supporting the case for diplomatic protection.
5 Write for Rights campaign: finished in January and to be started as early as November next; one last action: during January letter writing: all 9 participants wrote picture postcards to Anoosheh which David Wi delivered to Sherry; she reported Anoosheh’s positive response to hearing of all the messages of support
6 AOB:

 Stamps for letter writing: Brigitte keen to get rid of present supply; please ask and she will send them to you

Ann H about Greenwich Borough’s Race Equality Week and that AIBG should be included in local organisations supporting this initiative
Geoff on mailing list recipients: Group decided to add a reminder to each newsletter about being included in mailing list; David Wi to draft wording
.

FUTURE EVENTS
Tuesday 22 February 2022: Letter writing

Location: The Greenwich Prince Pub, 72 Royal Hill, SE10 8RT at 7.30
07940596381
Tuesday 1st March 2022: monthly meeting on Teams
· External Speaker tbc
              ??? Sotez Chowdhury, AIUK anti-racism network
Tuesday 8th March International Women’s Day Demo
          17.00 Outside Afghan Embassy, 31 Princes Gate, SW7 1QQ

           Organised by AIUK in solidarity with the women of Afghanistan
Who is Who
 Secretary –  David Wi 
Chair – rotating Graham, Brigitte, Marcia, Angela
Treasurer – David W
     Social Media Co-ordinator - Simon

     Newsletter Writers - Anne F, Nancy, Melanie, Roger, Brigitte, Graham
     Country  Contacts – Angela: China, Iran: Graham, Central and West Africa:    Geoff, Columbia: Nancy, Mexico, Central America: Roger, Myanmar: Brigitte
    Membership Secretary - David WW but as he cannot access the 

   Google group it needs a second person!!!
    Website Manager – David WW

   London Regional Representative ????

   Book Sale Co-ordinator(s) Geoff Brigitte and Ann

   Letter Writing Co-ordinator, Hospitality- Brigitte  

   Events Co-ordinators- country contacts and the multiple chairs (whoever 

     suggests an event)
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