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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

                                     Newsletter September 21
Group Meeting Tuesday, 14.9.2021
1. Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  

Brigitte was appointed Newsletter writer. 
Apologies from David We, Ken, Melanie, Olwyn
2. Book sale:

We took £ 6300.- on the day and after costs there is about £ 5200.- left. Breakdown to be given once all expenses have been claimed. Donation to AIUK to be decided at next meeting.
The Campaign for the freedom of Anoosheh Ashoori was very successful.

His wife Sherry spoke twice during the morning and people were very moved by her account. Over 200 people signed her letter to Boris Johnson and over 100 cards were written. David to discuss with Sherry and Lidia Parker at AIUK about the best way to get the cards and letter to Downing Street and maximum publicity.

Suggestions: loudspeaker for next year and leaflets about campaign and AI on campaign table.

Covid protection measures very successful: mask wearing almost 100% because masks were handed out at the door and hand sanitizers were available throughout the church. The table screens were very welcome and did not inhibit communication.Thank you, David!
The Refugee Cafe was very welcome and successful,especially the crockery!

Thank you to Ann for introducing Iolanda to the kitchen.

We will ask the Refugee Cafe again next year.

But the offer was no match to what volunteers had been baking in previuous years!
AOB: A great big THANK YOU to Geoff who has been working continuously during the preparation but throughout the year and without you the book sale would not have been possible! The same goes for Ann who has taken on completely the organisation of the Day after Ken is no longer available.

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped with sorting and pricing, special thanks goes to Ken Bruin who was there every time and also on the day.
More Suggestions for next book sale: a tally list in the garage to count the boxes in each category (to be undertaken by the stackers, mainly Ann, Rachel, Geoff) will help setting out the right spaces in the church.

Private donations, unless very substantial such as complete library, should not be collected and people to be encouraged to bring donations to the garage during May

Angela and Brigitte to plan in advance for cover during breaks from very demanding campaigning.
Blueprint for All: Roger to Liaise with Marsha for next meeting on Sept 30th
Week of Action 10 – 17 October: Many thanks to Marsha for gettin in volved in the planning, attending training sessions and keeping us informed.

Roger informed about a vigil outside the Mexican embassy on Sept 24 between 12 noon and 1pm to remember the 43 students who disappeared 7 years ago.

Let Roger know if you can make it and he will supply you with a photo of one of he students.
Brigitte especially interested in taking up campaigning on he Human Rights Act
Please, Marsha, send me all the info AIUK published.

Country Campaigns: 
Update China:
Grave concerns for Zhang Zhan, a journalist, imprisoned for Covid-19 reporting 
Zhang Zhan was admitted to Shanghai Hospital due to severe malnutrition on 31 July weighing 40kg after a partial hunger strike. 

She remains determined to continue her action as a way to assert her innocence and protest her sentence in spite of the risk to her health. 

A letter will be prepared for signing, paraphrasing, personalising. Blank sheets available for those wishing to hand write at next letter writing session.

Angela

Nancy to send info on Clumbia, Roger on Central America
Geoff :West & Central Africa Report
Sierra Leone
On 23rd July 2021, the Sierra Leone Parliament voted to abolish the death penalty in the Country.  This represents a major victory of tirelessly campaigned to consign this cruel punishment to history and strengthening of the protection of the rights to life.  Now that the abolition Bill has been approved by Parliament, Amnesty is asking the Government to sign the abolition into law without delay, and to commute all death sentences.  22 African countries have abolished the death penalty.

Uganda
Amnesty has declared that Uganda’s NGO Bureau, the country’s regulatory authority for non-governmental organisations (NGOs), should immediately rescind the decision to suspend 54 organisations.  This follows intensifying intimidation and harassment of civil society organizations. The suspension is intended to restrict the rights to freedom of expression and association, and stop the activities of independent civil society organisations that are perceived as critical of the authorities.

Burundi

There will be a letter on behalf of Burundian lawyer Tony Germain Nkina, sentenced to five years in prison on 15th June by the High Court of Kayanza province, in northern Burundi.  He was arrested on 13 October 2020 while visiting a client in Kabarore commune, in Kayanza, shortly after armed attacks in the area.  He was charged with endangering internal state security, and later convicted of “collaborating with rebels who attacked Burundi.”  On 12th August, Ngozi province’s Court of Appeal postponed the appeal hearing to 2nd September.  Evidence presented by the prosecution indicates the charges against Tony Germain Nkina are motivated solely by his former human rights work.  Amnesty International is calling for his immediate and unconditional release.

on Africa and Graham on Iran

Other AOB: Rachel imploring members to send messages only to relevant individuals, not the whole group
	Letter writing 28th September
	                   EVENTS 2021

Greenwich Tavern 7.30pm

	Group meeting 12th October

	Back in The Crypt, St Margaret’s Church

	NO November book sale
	


 AIBG Contacts
	Position 
	Name 

	Chair 
	Rachel 

	Deputy Chair
	Roger 

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	David Wi

	Treasurer
	David We

	Membership & AIBG Website
	David WW

	Publicity & Social Media
	Simon 

	Letter writing co-ordinator 
	Brigitte 

	Events co-ordinator
	

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    Nancy Brigitte 
Roger Graham Melanie


AIBG enquiries: enquiries.aibg@gmail.com
           Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
Present: 


Rachel – Chair


Geoff 


Brigitte 


Angela


Graham 


Roger


David Wi


Nancy


Marcia


Anne


Ann























 








