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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 
AUGUST 2021
Group Meeting Tuesday, 10.08.2021
1. Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  
Roger was appointed Newsletter writer. 
Apologies from David Wi, Ken, Ann, Anne, Angela, Illona
2. Blueprint for all.

Roger attended the last meeting by Zoom. There were presentations on Sexual Health, business for charities, Social Media (in a truncated form as the intended presenter has been diagnosed with COVID) and a new mental health self-help project –SUN, due to start in Lewisham next year. There was nothing particularly relevant to Amnesty. Roger is now on the mailing list and will keep an eye on the agendas to see whether we should attend any meeting.
It was agreed that we should request an agenda slot for the August meeting when Roger will give a little more information about the group than Melanie was able to do in July and focus on the booksale, request helpers and buyers and explain how fundraising relates to the group’s activities and how we wish to become more inclusive and attract more BME people to become group members.

3. London online conference. No-one present at the meeting had been able to attend
4. Booksale.

A great deal has been done but much pricing and sorting remains. New dates are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 7.00 – 9.00pm and Sundays 4.00 – 6.00pm at the double garage bottom of Dartmouth Row. We can no longer collect books but will accept donations delivered to the garage at those times by 31st August.

Geoff or Nancy to hire van to move books to church on Monday 6th Sept. and to Rachel’s garage after sale on 11th.

David We. to buy second payment card machine. We need people with smartphones to operate them.
Helpers needed 6.00pm (tbc) on 6th to move books and 7.00 – 9.00pm Tuesday to Thursday or Friday to put them out in the church.

Geoff and Graham to devise Health and Safety poster in line with church guidelines.

No refreshments but back room will be open for buyers to sort their purchases.

David Wi. to contact Sherry about speaking at the sale at about 11.00am and for publicity material about Anoosh’s case.

A decision will be made after the sale as to whether we can/should hold another sale before June 2022. Opinions were mixed but it was generally felt that November was too soon both for us and for buyers.

5. Campaign Updates
China

 Hong Kong: Barrister charged for social media posts             Chow Hang-tung, a human rights lawyer and an organizer of the annual Hong Kong vigil commemorating the Tiananmen crackdown, was charged for “advertising or publicising unauthorised assembly”. The arrest came after Chow posted messages on social media asking people to individually commemorate China’s Tiananmen crackdown in June 1989, as the public vigil was banned. This is yet another example of the chilling effect on freedom of expression and peaceful assembly in Hong Kong as authorities increasingly use the Public Order Ordinance to target activists and human rights defenders. Angela will prepare a letter.
Colombia. Amnesty has published an in-depth report, Cali: In the Epicentre of Repression (attached), on the massive violation of human rights by security forces during the National Strike in Cali.

· Reports of killings of young people who have been beheaded, burned or dismembered and found in rivers near to Cali. No investigation to date.

· High numbers of people feared 'disappeared'. The Valle del Cauca Regional Ombudsperson’s Office indicated that of 236 people were believed disappeared, 101 had been found alive and four were found dead while 131 continued to be the subject of ongoing searches

· Sexual violence against at least 15 Afro-descendant women and 3 others by police

· Between 28 April and 26 June, 91 physical attacks were reported against journalists covering National Strike demonstrations. They also reported 42 threats, nine arbitrary detentions and 14 acts of destruction of journalistic material

· 3 May attack on the Siloe Neighbourhood of Cali found that demonstrators were in the main peaceful

· Use of the Venom system, an armoured personnel carrier firing projectiles containing tear gas or smoke and stun grenades, caused multiple injuries.

· Snipers firing on the crowd from helicopters.

· Use of lethal weapons, such as assault rifles, by police officers, ESMAD anti-riot police, Special Operations Police and the military, resulting in civilian deaths and injuries.

· 9 May attack on Indigenous Minga

· Stigmatising of the indigenous Minga by linking them to the ELN by Uribe and others and call by the mayor of Cali to defend it, creating Brigades and Networks for public safety against 'outsiders'.

· When the indigenous Minga arrived, they found their way blocked and were attacked by armed men, while the police stood by and protected the aggressors. Amounts to 'urban paramilitiarism'. Ten indigenous Colombians were wounded by firearms. 

Link to full report:   https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr23/4405/2021/en/
The UK has been training Colombian police on dealing with rioters. 28 Human Rights Defenders were killed in 2020.
Myanmar. Following the coup in February more than 900 civilians have been killed, 6600 were arrested, 5200 are still in detention. The military are threatening health workers amid Covid 19, arresting them,  hoarding oxygen cylinders.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASAEN) is calling on the regional block to prioritise protecting the human rights of people in Myanmar.

A delegation from Myanmar was sent to a ASAEN meeting in Djakarta in April. The Indonesian president Joko Widodo  made a strong statement after a crisis meeting with junta chief general Min Aung Hlaing that the military must restore democracy nd stop violence against civilians.

Singapore’s prime minister Lee Hsien Loong  called for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi from house arrest and said the junta leader “hear us”.

Brigitte found an Urgent Action about a human rights lawyer in Myanmar and will prepare a letter for letter writing.

Iran. Azerbaijani Turkic human rights defender Alireza Farshi Dizaj Yekan is arbitrarily detained in Greater Tehran Central Penitentiary for advocating for mother tongue rights, posting online about imprisoned activists and other peaceful activities.
The Iranian authorities are denying him access to the health care he needs, including for his eye condition and high blood sugar. He is a prisoner of conscience who must be immediately and unconditionally released. 

Graham will prepare letter for next session.

Man originally arrested aged 15 secretly executed. Sajad Sanjari, 26, was hanged at dawn on Monday 2/8/2021 with his family only informed afterwards and told to collect his body. At least 95 ‘juvenile offender’ executions in Iran since 2005.
Two other men, Hossein Shahbazi, aged 20 and Arman Abdolali, aged 25, mentioned last month who were charged as juveniles are still at imminent risk of execution.
Sherry Izadi. August 13 marks four years of my husband, Anoosheh Ashoori’s imprisonment in Iran. Graham circulated this for action last week and his case will be the focus of our booksale campaign.
West and Central Africa. There has been as yet no August newsletter from the AIUK team.  If one arrives soon, I will circulate a copy to the group.  If there is no proposed Action from the team, I will prepare a letter based on an existing AIUK Urgent Action, possibly from Guinea.

The Guardian is reporting that Sierra Leone has become the latest African state to abolish the death penalty after MPs voted unanimously to abandon the punishment.  It is the 23rd country on the continent to end capital punishment.  Of those countries that retain the death penalty on their statute books, 17 are abolitionist in practice.  A de facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty has existed in Sierra Leone since 1998.  Nevertheless, last year, Sierra Leone handed down 39 death sentences, compared with 21 in 2019, according to Amnesty, and 94 people were on death row in the country at the end of last year.  Across sub-Saharan Africa last year, Amnesty researchers recorded a 36% drop in executions compared with 2019 – from 25 to 16.  Executions were carried out in Botswana, Somalia and South Sudan.

Also in the Guardian was news that draft anti-gay legislation submitted to Ghana’s parliament could propose up to 10 years in jail for LGBTQ+ people as well as groups and individuals who advocate for their rights, express sympathy or offer social or medical support.  Support for intersex people would also be criminalised and the government could direct intersex people to receive “gender realignment” surgery.  Gay sex is already a criminal offence in Ghana and members of the LGBTQ+ community often face discrimination.  At the same time, a Ghanaian court has acquitted and freed 21 people who were arrested during a crackdown on homosexuality in May for attending an LGBTQ+ event.  A police prosecutor, said the attorney general had advised there was insufficient evidence to continue with prosecution.
Mexico and Central America.
The sixth anniversary of the disappearance of the 43 Ayotzinapa students is on 26 September. The remains of three students have been found but the case remains unsolved. There has been some limited progress under President Lopez Obrador’s administration. He had made a key campaign pledge to convene a panel, and the attorney-general’s office has opened a new investigation

 To mark this sombre occasion, the México & Central America team is planning a silent vigil for Friday, 24 September, from midday to 1 pm. We hope that many of you will want to attend. We’re asking people to dress all in black and each will hold up a picture of an individual student.

 The embassy is near Oxford street on St George’s Square.

 

6. Letter Writing.   Next session at The Greenwich Tavern. 1st floor. Tuesday 24th August 7.30pm. Please bring 15 copies of letters you have prepared. To avoid duplication email group with details of letters you are bringing.
7. Future Meetings 14th September. If Karam Iassa, a refugee from Iraq, can attend the next meeting it will be on Zoom. If not we will at last resume meeting in person at the crypt of St Margaret’s.

8. Summer Social. Bank Holiday Monday 30th August 1.00pm. The Rose Garden Greenwich Park. All welcome, bring your friends and some refreshments.
 AOB

Geoff reported that we still do not know who  is on the AIUK board and who is the new Chair.
Rachel reminded us that she will be standing down as group chair at the January AGM after 5 years in post. A successor is badly needed.
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