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URGENT ACTION

DEFENDER BEATEN AND DENIED HEALTH CARE

Azerbaijani Turkic human rights defender Alireza Farshi DizajYekan is arbitrarily
detained in Greater Tehran Central Penitentiary for advocating for mother tongue
rights, posting online about imprisoned activists and other peaceful activities. The
Iranian authorities are denying him access to the health care he needs, including
for his eye condition and high blood sugar. He is a prisoner of conscience who
must be immediately and unconditionally released.

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei
c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union
Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15,
1050 Bruxelles, Belgium
Dear Mr Mohseni Ejei,

Azerbaijani Turkic human rights defender Alireza Farshi DizajYekan, is unjustly jailed in Greater Tehran
Central Penitentiary solely for his peaceful human rights activities, including advocating for mother tongue
rights and posting on Instagram about imprisoned activists. He is being denied access to adequate health
care, including specialized eye treatment. While on brief prison leave in May 2021, his eye doctor
examined him and advised an urgent cornea procedure to prevent complete loss of sight in his left eye. He
had first reported to prison authorities not being able to see clearly out of his left eye in July 2020 after
ministry of intelligence agents punched him repeatedly in the face during his arrest. However, he was only
transferred to an outside eye hospital on 4 July 2021, where he was told that he would next be examined in
five months as his condition did not merit an urgent intervention. He was transferred to an outside hospital
on one prior occasion, on 29 June 2021, after several months of frequent urination and numbness in his
fingers, hands and feet. Doctors said he needed specific medication for diabetes and to follow a strict diet
to manage his blood sugar not available in prison. According to an informed source, from his arbitrary arrest
in July 2020 until these hospital visits, prison, security and judicial bodies denied him access to
specialized health care and his diabetes remained undiagnosed until the May 2021 examination by his own
doctors while on prison leave.

Alireza Farshi DizajYekan was convicted and sentenced in two separate cases, both stemming solely from
his human rights work. Following a grossly unfair trial, a Revolutionary Court convicted Alireza Farshi
DizajYekan on 31 March 2021 of “gathering and colluding to commit crimes against national security” and
“spreading propaganda against the system” and sentenced him to four years and two months in jail, a two-
year ban on “membership in collectives, [political]l parties and groups” and two months forced labour for
four hours a day in a Tehran waste management facility, which is a cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishment. Alireza Farshi DizajYekan was denied access to a lawyer during trial and barred from
defending himself. The verdict was upheld on appeal in May 2021. These proceedings took place while
Alireza Farshi DizajYekan was serving another unjust two-year prison sentence.

I ask you to release Alireza Farshi DizajYekan immediately and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of
conscience detained solely for his human rights work. Pending his release, ensure that he is provided with
immediate and continued access to the health care he needs outside prison as well as his medication. A
prompt, independent, effective and impartial investigation must be conducted into his allegations of torture
and other ill-treatment, bringing to justice anyone found responsible in fair trials.

Yours sincerely,
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Alireza Farshi DizajYekan was arbitrarily arrested on 21 July 2020 to serve a two years’ imprisonment sentence
following his 2017 conviction related to his peaceful human rights activities, upheld upon appeal in 2020. Alireza
Farshi DizajYekan stated that during the arrest, a ministry of intelligence agent threw him flat on the asphalt,
pressed down on his neck with his boot impeding his ability to breathe, and then later repeatedly slapped and
punched him in the face while he was bleeding and handcuffed. Ministry of intelligence agents also confiscated
and wiped clean his external hard drives, where he stored his writing, and computer coding applications he
developed. He says that when he arrived to prison, despite being bloodied and in great pain, he was denied
medical care for his left eye, on which he previously had surgery for an eye-condition, and other injuries sustained
during the beating. After his arrest, he was taken to Tehran’s Evin prison where he repeatedly requested for the
Legal Medicine Organization of Iran, a state forensic institute, to examine him and document his torture-related
injuries, but his requests were dismissed. He also filed complaints with various officials to investigate his
allegations of torture and other ill-treatment, but he has not been provided with any information about the status of
his complaints.

In February 2017, a Revolutionary Court in Baharestan, Tehran province, sentenced Alireza Farshi DizajYekan to
15 years’ imprisonment after convicting him of “gathering and colluding to commit crimes against national security”
and “founding groups with the purpose of disrupting national security” for his peaceful human rights activities in
support of the rights of the Azerbaijani Turkic community, including his role in submitting a letter to the head of the
UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in Tehran in February 2015 seeking assistance in
obtaining official permission to hold a commemorative event on International Mother Language Day in Tehran. In
the verdict reviewed by Amnesty International, the court cited as “evidence” of Alireza Farshi DizajYekan’s
involvement in “criminal” activity his participation in meetings in 2014 in which civil society activists discussed how
to best campaign on issues related to their mother language. The court also sentenced him to two years of internal
exile. In January 2020, on appeal, this sentence was reduced to two-years’ imprisonment and two-years’ internal
exile. See Caught in a web of repression: Iran’s human rights defenders under attack for more about this 2017
case.

While serving this unjust two-year prison sentence, Iranian authorities pursued new criminal charges against
Alireza Farshi DizajYekan. Informed sources were told that the reduction of Alireza Farshi DizajYekan’s prison
sentence on appeal contributed to intelligence agents pursuing a new case against him. During the grossly unfair
trial in March 2021, which he said lasted five minutes, the presiding judge denied Alireza Farshi DizajYekan’s
request to defend himself and his requests for handcuffs and leg shackles to be removed in court were summarily
ignored, undermining his right to the presumption of innocence. Alireza Farshi DizajYekan reports that the day the
verdict was issued, the judge cited as evidence of “national security offences” acts that fall within the scope of the
peaceful exercise of human rights including distributing books written in Turkish, supporting the right of minorities
to use their mother tongue and posting on his Instagram account about others jailed in Iran, including Azerbaijani
Turkic activist Abbas Lesani. See https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3130/2020/en/ for more
information.

Ethnic minorities, including Ahwazi Arabs, Azerbaijani Turks, Baluchis, Kurds and Turkmen face entrenched
discrimination in Iran which curtails their access to education, employment, adequate housing and political office.
Despite ongoing calls for linguistic diversity, Persian is the sole language of instruction in primary and secondary
education. Members of minority groups who speak out against human rights violations or demand a degree of
regional self-government have been subjected to arbitrary detention, torture and other ill-treatment. In 2020,
several Azerbaijani Turkic activists were sentenced to imprisonment and flogging in connection with the November
2019 protests and other peaceful activism on behalf of the Azerbaijani Turkic minority. Two activists had their
flogging sentences carried out. See Trampling humanity: mass arrests, disappearances and torture since Iran’s
November 2019 protests for more information.

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 14 September 2021
NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Alireza Farshi DizajYekan (he/him)

And copies to:

HIS EXCELLENCY MR HAMID BAEIDINEJAD
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran

16 Prince’s Gate SW7 1PT

020 7225 4208-9

Fax: 020 7589 4440


https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/6446/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3130/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2891/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2891/2020/en/
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iranemb.lon@mfa.gov.ir
www.london.mfa.ir
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