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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

May  2021
Group Meeting 12.05.2021

1. Rachel was in the chair and Melanie volunteered to write the Newsletter. There was no speaker tonight.
2. Matters rising from April meeting with Guest Presentation from Cllr Juliet Campbell, London Borough of Lewisham – “Black Lives Matter: the situation in Lewisham”

We discussed the talk given by Juliet. Roger will contact Blueprint for All, the renamed former Stephen Lawrence Centre to see what links may be established. 
Juliet’s 3 questions were considered;

How will we know whether the group:

•
understood intersectionality?

•
was a voice for the underprivileged?

•
actively challenged racial prejudice?

It was agreed that this would be a learning process for the group, commitment would be needed and perhaps we should participate in local actions. This led into a discussion about the recent allegations of racism in AIUK. Simon said that there were concerns about action taken so far being insufficient as this is not a new issue and that the Board now recognise this. It was acknowledged that people in the organisation want accountability. Some felt those responsible should be named, shamed and challenged. Others felt that there was a risk of the destruction of the organisation through legal challenges or people resigning as some already have. The conclusion was that there were differences between individual responses we can take as members, the urgently required AIUK management response, and the group role. We decided we would send a letter expressing our disquiet. Simon agreed to draft this for discussion by email and in a future meeting. Olwen had said she would support whatever steps we agreed in the meeting.  

3.
Campaign Updates
China – Angela reported 4 items. Ekpar Asat Urgent Action circulated. Reuniting Uighur parents and children-  petition to sign. 
Mamutjan, a man in Australia has been separated form his family and gets no consular support as not an Aus. resident. 
Chang Weiping, human rights lawyer in detention and his wife threatened with loss of job if she speaks out. Letter circulated. 
Australian-Chinese writer, Yan Hengjun, has been detained without charge and is suffering from torture. A prepared letter to post and a petition to sign sent to group.

Central America – MEXICO

The situation of migrants from Central America is worsening. Numbers are increasing and the USA authorities are unable to cope. There are unaccompanied children living in tents and many deported from Mexico. Some are abandoning the attempt to reach the USA and are applying for sanctuary in Mexico, 9,000 in March.  https://wapo.st/3tfo4Ri

A fictional film, No Identifying Features, about the situation of migrants is recommended.  https://bit.ly/3u5nZRc

GUATEMALA

We have been campaigning for the water rights defender Bernardo Caal. His appeal is being delayed on procedural grounds.

HONDURAS

The ramifications of the murder of Berta Cáceres continue. Two of her daughters were briefly detained although they have official state protection. This happened at the time the trial of David Castillo for Berta’s murder was due to begin.

Please send messages or cards of solidarity to COPINH in these difficult times and/or to mark World Environment Day on 5 June. Cards/images of rivers and woodlands would be wonderful! Cards can be sent to COPINH at Barrio Las Delicias (Junto a la llantera de Don Mauricio), La Esperanza, Intibucá, Honduras or you can email copinh@copinh.org.

EL SALVADOR

February’s elections gave President Bukele’s allies a two-thirds majority in the Legislative Assembly, prompting fears that attacks on the free press may increase.

last week Bukele removed the Attorney General and several judges. https://bit.ly/3gO2C38

West and Central Africa – Geoff circulated a newsletter and an emailable letter about Senegal where an opposition figure’s arrest had led to rioting and police brutality with many dead and injured. Also, an UA email about 2 Nigerian men detained for arguing for freedom of expression. Geoff wondered about inviting a speaker about this region to a future meeting. 

Columbia – Nancy has circulated an UA about glyphosate which threatens the farming community and a letter about The Santander’s Regional Corporation for the Defence of Human Rights staff who have been threatened, harassed and killed.

Myanmar- Many are protesting against the military junta including a model who campaigns from Thailand. A Myanmar journalist remains in prison. Refugees have been refused entry to Thailand. The UK attaché has been offered asylum here. An economic boycott is needed. 

Iran – David Wi reminded us that we can all email our MPs to press for the release of Anoosheh Ashoori. Rachel said as Dee is no longer Iran coordinator, we need somene to take this on; anyone interested in this role would receive a handover.

4.
London Regional conference is taking place in July.

5.
Book sale issues. The pricing system needs agreement. People were not keen on the idea of stickers. There was discussion about whether to take more donations than the 4 already agreed or use the existing supply of which there are plenty. The quantity will be reviewed when the books will be moved and then a discission can be made about additional collections. We will be pricing and sorting in the holiday period when some of us may be away. 

6.
Amnesty International UK 2021 Annual Conference 19th-20th June – no group votes to be allowed, only individual member votes. 

7.
Arrangements for future meetings
-
potential move back to meeting in person after 21/6. The crypt has poor mobile reception so dialling into meetings would be tricky. We could have a Letter writing meeting in July. 

-
other speakers and guests: Karam Jessa will come to talk about his experience as an Iraqi refugee. Also see above Geoff’s suggestion. 
-
Summer Social was discussed.

3. AOB  Simon said he would send info about the Refugee café planned for Lewisham. 
	
	                   EVENTS 2021

	Tuesday 8 June
	Group meeting 7.30 on zoom

	Saturday 19/20 June
	AIUK Annual Conference online

	Tuesday 22 June
	In-person letter writing, 19:30, pub tbc

	Saturday 11 September
	Book Sale
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