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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 
9 February 2021
Group Meeting Tuesday, Feb.9 at 7.30
1. Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  
Introductions and welcome to Georgie Proctor, who would be speaking to the Group later during the meeting, and who is also keen to join our Group. Brigitte was appointed Newsletter writer for February.
We welcomed back Graham after his Covid 19 attack and Angela’s nursing him back to health. 
2. Talk Georgie Proctor, new Iraq, Iran and Middle East national co-ordinator at AIUK
Saudi: Loujain al-Hathloui to be released.
            3 men to be released early.

Israel: Palestinian youth worker Issa Amro sentenced to 10 years but   

            after international outrage he is still in prison.
           The International Criminal Court has assumed jurisdiction in the 
            occupied territories.

Bahrain:  awaiting a newsletter on the 10th anniversary of the uprising 

                 on Feb 14th.

Iraq:  the journalist Hisham Al-Hashemi murdered, posssibly by Shia 

        Militia backed by Iran. Enforced  disappearances  not reported,

        Some Yazidi survivors have returned to their families, but about
      1000 are still missing.
Iran: Many cases of political and minoriry imprisonment and executions
        amongst the Beluchi, Ahwazi and Kurdish populations in the north of Iran

        During the month following Dec 1st  there were at least 49 executions!

        As a result of the Nov 19 protests there are still a great number in prison.

       Urgent Action: Zainab Jalalian suffering from Covid 19.

       Dual Nationals:

      Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe: prison term finishes in March,

     Anoosheh Ashoori: his wife Sherry to speak at the Croydon meeting on 
     Mon Feb 15th, plans to campaign at the next booksale in Sept,, Angela suggested to  campaign on family reunion, him recently becoming a grandfather.
   Our group reported to Georgie the various actions and campaigns we have  

    undertaken or contributed so far on behalf of Nazanin and Anoosheh.
   Two more dual nationals were named: Ahmadreza Djalali, Swedish-Iranian and     

    Nahid Taghavi, German-Iranian.
4. Campaigns
        China:  Yang Hengjun: trial delayed by 3 months; Angela to prepare a 

                   Letter
         Myanmar: widespread protests against the military take over; violent 

                      suppression by military expected!.
  
         Columbia: Nancy reported 49 people killed during the last quarter of
                       2020, 44 people displaced in Jan 21, Human Rights Watch 
                    reported multinationals involved in environmental pollution
       Africa: Geoff to devise a letter about a case in Burundi: Germain Rukuki
                serving a 32 year sentence in prison for advocating human rights,

                DRC: human rights abuses in Cobalt supply chain, Burkina Faso: 
                child marriage, new IA reports on Sierra Leone and Nigeria.
       Iran: Dee invoved in organising screening of a film about Nasrin 

                  Sotoudeh.
5. Amnesty International UK 2021 Annual Conference 19th-20th June 
Any suggestions for a  group motion?  Also, we need someone who would be willing to be the Group’s delegate at the conference.
6. Book sale
Date fixed for Saturday 26th June, subject to social distancing restrictions (back-up date: Saturday Sept 11th) 
7. Letter writing
Angela and others to prepare an send letters, stamps available  from Brigitte (£1,70 to be made up of many values)
8. Future Meetings
            The two local counsellors from Greenwich and Lewisham to  speak in 

          March and April, talk by Karam,Iraqi refugee planned for May, modern slavery 

             a subject for a furture meeting suggested
9. AOB
Dee published an email to new members.
Melanie has put out an appeal for new members on Nextdoor.
Future meetings: 
Tue. March 9th: Group Zoom meeting.  Speaker: Cllr Adel Khaireh, Royal Borough of Greenwich
April 13th: Group Zoom meeting.  Speaker: Cllr Juliet Campbell, London Borough of Lewisham
June 26th: Book Sale: at the Ascension Church, Dartmouth Row

September 11th: Back-up date for June Book Sale

November 20th: Autumn Book Sale

Who’s Who:

Chair: Rachel

Vice Chair: Roger
Secretary: David Wi

Treasurer: David We

Media/Publicity: Simon

Membership: TBC and Graham

Hospitality (open up meeting room and refreshments): Brigitte

Letter Writing co-ordinator: Brigitte

Website manager: David WW

Newsletter Writers: Roger, Graham, Melanie, Brigitte
Campaigns: China:Angela, Africa: Geoff, Columbia: Nancy, Central America: Roger, Myanmar: Brigitte, Iran: Dee
Present: 


Rachel – Chair


David Wil – new Secretary


Geoff


Nancy


Ann 


Brigitte 


Lisa


Angela


Graham


Julie








Apologies:


Ken


Olwen


Dave W


Dee  


Laurence


Roger


Melanie
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