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Group Meeting Tuesday, 10.11.2020
1. Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  
Nancy was appointed Newsletter writer for November. Nancy asked if she could do an audio recording and this was agreed with those present.  There were belated apologies from David and Dee.  Raoul attended briefly. 
2. Matters arising from the October meeting
Having Daren at the meeting was positive, he has supported the group for a long time, and he is important with regard to cyber security.  (Election to AIUK Board correction from AIBG Board Newsletter correction.)  

Geoff mentioned that there was a request from the Press Office regarding interviewing Sherry, and Daren thinks she will appreciate this. Geoff agreed to resend the email to David Wi as he hadn’t seen the request.

3. Campaign Updates
Rachel suggested that we might circulate links to relevant articles where they relate to specific campaigns, and monitor whether it becomes too many emails.  The group were positive about this.

China

There were two updates, both referencing the backstory of the letters that Angela had already prepared and sent to the group.  
12 Hong Kong residents were secretly arrested for organising a move across the border on the 30th September. Two were under 18, they are being held incommunicado, family lawyers have been refused access and there are concerns about health as three have existing health conditions. 
The second update was regarding Nagez Mohammed, the ethnic Kazakh writer convicted of separatism and sentenced to life on 20 Sept 2020, because he gathered with friends on Kazakh Independence Day, and expressed personal opinions on Xinjiang’s bilingual education and encouraged Kazakhs to move to Kazakhstan – all peaceful acts.  

  Please support these cases by printing and signing the two letters already prepared and sending a copy to China and one to the Chinese Embassy in London.

Myanmar

There has been action by the army in Rakhine state.  They have burned two villages, making hundreds homeless, because they claimed that the Rohingya put bombs under one of their tanks.  The government stopped the internet supposedly for safety reasons related to Covid.  

Write for Rights Campaign

This Campaign is front page on the AIUK website from the 1st November to 31 of December and International Human Rights Day is 10 December, as usual. 
Here is the link https://www.amnesty.org.uk/write-rights-2020-get-started, where you can download the campaign booklet, or order printed copies from a phone number.  01788 545 553   As always, you can write a letter, a message of solidarity or hold an online event. There is a UK focus on Burundi, Chili, Turkey and Saudi Arabia – Graham suggested we start with those.  He would also like to send in the feedback after the Campaign.

Mexico

There is a new case that Amnesty is picking up, to put the issue of violence against women in the forefront.  It is about someone murdered in 2012, very violently attacked.  
https://bit.ly/35UY8k2
Guatemala

This case is about a defender of the environment from the Quqchi people, who were protesting against the construction of a hydro electric plant on the Cabahon River in north Guatemala.  He has been imprisoned for 7 years, without remission.   There is a letter to write regarding this.
Honduras

The Guapinol community are protesting about river rights. Honduras has also become the 50th country to ratify the treaty to ban nuclear weapons.
Colombia

A lot of environmental defenders are especially vulnerable in this country.  Amnesty has set up a petition to the Colombian congress to set up a process to guarantee its responsibility to protect defenders of the environment.  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/protege-a-quienes-nos-protegen/
    Nancy read the personal story of Jani Silva – someone fighting to preserve the Amazon and its biodiversity. There is also a letter to President Duque to allow activists such as Jani access to a collective protection plan.

https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/w4r-2020-colombia-jani-silva/
The UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment is asking Colombia to implement a directive of its own constitutional court to protect the Waiyu community, who are disputing a mine owned by BHP, Glencore and Anglo American and which has been going on for 20 years.
The UN also condemned the attempted killing of an indigenous Senator.

10,000 indigenous people marched on Bogota to negotiate with President Duque regarding the surrender of indigenous lands.

State forces and paramilitary groups targeted the leaders of locally based LGBT+ groups. Colombia Peace summarised their testimonies to the Special Jurisdiction of Peace (JEP).

Iran

Sherry sent an email on Saturday asking everyone to contact their MP regarding Anousheh’s case.  Janet Daby said in her newsletter that she has raised this issue with the government.  Geoff will resent an email to David regarding an interview with Sherry regarding Anousheh.
4.  Book Sale
Olwen’s garage is very full, Rachel’s is about one third full.  Because of the Covid19 vaccine being released, Rachel suggested we plan to go ahead with the June booksale. 

We’ve had some ideas about changing prices, with stickers which can follow up.  The church is booked and Lisa and Geoff will probably be happy to lend us the garage, she will ask Ken to contact them.

 
Geoff thinks it would be a good idea to secure the garage early, to start a sort-out of the huge volume of books that we have already got.  

It was agreed in principle to go ahead with the June booksale on the third Saturday of June, 19th of June this year.  The November sale will be the 20th of that month, 2021.

5. AIUK anti-racism action plan

This links in with the AIUK strategic plan (see below).  
Roger spoke to Counsellor Juliet Campbell, a Lewisham Counsellor for Blackheath Ward and the lead counsellor for equalities in lewisham..  She said she had no idea that Amnesty had anything to do with UK issues. She would be interested in joining us for a meeting.  
It was suggested that we invite her to come and tell us what she’s doing in terms of racial and equality issues, how to increase our own diversity.

Geoff wrote at the same time to Greenwich’s Cabinet Minister responsible for equalities, explaining our work and that we would welcome discussion with him and Juliet, Adel Khaireh is his name.  Geoff will follow that up in the near future.

Melanie asked whether young people know about Amnesty, regardless of their ethnicity. Graham and Angela updated on presentations to schools a few years ago, which were successful.

(There was a further discussion about mission creep and the dilution of Amnesty’s message, “Prisoners of conscience”.)  
6. AIUK Strategic Plan for 2022-2030

Roger attended the Strategic Plan meeting and gave a report.  He felt that the aims were very broad and perhaps a little grandiose.  He suggested we all read the one page summary of the plan before the AGM.  
http://webmail1.amnesty.org.uk/files/amf_amnesty/project_58/ToC_one-pager_Oct_v2.pdf
“Everyone treated fairly and able to lead a dignified life” “Everyone’s human rights respected, promoted and protected”  

Priorities – Changing attitudes to HR, winning HR victories, and building a powerful movement.  Economic, social and cultural rights for all in the UK, anti-racism in the UK, freedom of expression, individuals and communities at risk,  HR framework and HR crises.
Roger felt the strategic plan was a bit short on strategy – how we are going to achieve some of this.  It was very pleasing to see that anti-racism was a priority.

Geoff attended the Strategic Plan meeting and said that the two reps from AIUK were good at explaining the nuts and bolts to the 20 people from different parts of the country.  Chats and comments were recorded, and many said that AIUK should be clear about its focus, and not take on every area of social policy where other groups have the knowledge and expertise to fron up those campaigns.  

Quite a few members of Amnesty staff were not that clear about Amnesty’s current message and core aims.  Geoff got the feeling that they were listening.
    7. Letter Writing
Ann thanked Angela for the hundreds of letters she puts out.  They are very well formatted and easy to complete.  

Brigitte has found the name and address of the Vietnam embassy in London, if anyone wants it.  She will send it to the group.
8. Future Meetings
Roger will invite Juliet Campbell to the next meeting, if she’s available.  Geoff will invite Adel Khaireh – they could each have 15 minutes.  
The AGM could deserve a meeting to itself in January.  
  
AOB

Graham suggested that we could use rotas for every position, rather than elected officers.  We could try this except, perhaps for the Treasurer position. Could be discussed in December in time for the AGM. 
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