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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

October  2020
Group Meeting 13/10/2020 on ZOOM

1. Rachel chaired the meeting and Roger agreed to write the Newsletter. 
2. Meeting with Daren Nair
Daren is seeking re-election to the AIBG board as one of two representatives of local groups and asked for our group’s support. He needs to be nominated by 10 members or 1  group. He has actively assisted AIUK in new technologies and campaigns for British/Iranian prisoners. 

After Daren had left the meeting the group unanimously agreed to nominate him.

Daren had recently met Richard Radcliffe and gave us an update on Nazanin. She remains at her parents’ home with a security tag and has to stay within 300 metres of their house so has no access to green space or doctor who has to make home visits. She is still threatened with another trial. A ruling is expected next month about the UK’s debt to Iran and although the connection with Nazanin’s detention is denied by some Iranian officials it is linked by others, so the outcome is important. There is still little publicity about Anoosheh Ashoori.
A bit of good news, human rights defender, Narges Mohammadi was released from prison but is prohibited from leaving the country to join her family.
3. Anti-racism action plan.
The report on the extra meeting (circulated with the agenda) was discussed. It was agreed to make this issue the focus of the November meeting. It was felt that a good way forward would be to build partnerships and plan joint actions with local groups which have similar concerns. We also need to understand our own attitudes and misconceptions about race.
The group feel that AIUK is not giving sufficient guidance about this although Daren reported that a new BAME group is to be set up. Other national sections in USA and Brazil are running campaigns.
Concerns were raised about lack of BAME members in this group. Daren said that joint campaigns more important. Olwen suggested that post Covid we should hold some meetings and the Write for Rights campaign in central Lewisham. Amanda agreed to contact the local Catholic church which has many BAME members.

Dee has contacted Cllr. Judith Campbell who would be willing to attend a meeting but would like further discussion about our needs. Roger agreed to do this and Geoff agreed to do the same with Cllr. Adel Khaireh (Greenwich).
Ann has circulated more links about Black History month.
4. Campaign Updates: 
Nancy reported that there was still extreme violence in Colombia despite the 2016 peace agreement. There were 66 massacres of 3 or more people in 2019 and more than 262 people killed this year. Human Rights defenders and environmental protectors are targets. There is an AI report ‘Why do they want to kill us?’ https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr23/3009/2020/en/
Brigitte informed us that the military in Myanmar has admitted that there may have been some violations of human rights during the 2017 crack down. Human Rights Watch has reported that 130,000 Rohinge are been held in camps with squalid conditions. Ang San Suu Kyi has been suspended from the EEC Sakharov Prize Community https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/parliament-suspends-aung-san-suu-kyi-fro/products-details/20201011CAN57842
Central America 

This month we concentrate on Honduras, a country which has one of the worst records in the world for defenders of human rights and the environment - https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/06/how-honduras-became-one-of-the-most-dangerous-countries-to-defend-natural-resources
Amnesty has made a large number of recommendations to the United Nations which reviews the Human Rights record of every country in the world once every 5 years; Honduras is up for review in November.

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr37/3134/2020/en/
The areas covered include Human Rights defenders; the criminal justice system; the decriminalization of abortion; recognition of same sex partnerships and investigation into crimes against LGBTI people; the response to Covid 19;  climate and Human Rights.

AI continues to demand action re the 5 missing members of the Garifuna community and the prosecution of those behind the murder of Berta Cáceres.

Thanks to Geoff for the links. No action required at present.
5. Book Sale Issues
A dealer has made contact offering to buy books direct from the garages. A previous decision agreed that dealers should not be given preference over the general public. This was reaffirmed.
Sale from the garage to be kept under review. Geoff will attend Age Exchange sale on 30 Oct. to see how they cope.

New offers of donations are being declined as both garages are full.

6. AIUK’s strategic plan.
Cosultation to take place shortly. We need to look out for it.
7. Letter Writing as usual: individuals circulate letters for the rest of the group to print and send. Contact Brigitte for stamps, she has plenty.
There are many cases on the AIUK Urgent Action page.
8. Update on group finances.
David reported that following the anonymous donation of £3,000 we have £8125 in the bank. Pre Covid our annual expenditure (excluding book sale) was about £2,800. David proposed that we donate £3,000 to AIUK.
This was agreed with two provisos. That the donor agrees and that barring unforeseen circumstances a futher sum be donated at our AGM.

9. Arrangements for Future Meetings
Suggestions welcome.

November: Black Lives Matter

January: Group AGM. NB we will need to elect a new chair and secretary. Rachel and Geoff will advise interested parties about the work involved.
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