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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

September  2020
Group Meeting 8/9/2020 on ZOOM

1. Rachel chaired the meeting and Brigitte agreed to write the Newsletter. 
2. Discussion withTewodros Negash,Refugee Resettlement Programme Manager Lewisham, Cllr Kevin Bonavia, Cabinet member for refugees
Cllr Bonavia gave an overview of the history of resettling refugees in Lewisham which started in 2015 with the help of the Lewisham brach of Citizens UK, aiming to resettle 50 refugees.

From resettling 10 families with Government support in 2016 it developed  to resettling 17 families in 2017, 27 families by 2019, aiming for 100 families by 2022 (postponed because of Corona Virus) and Lewisham becoming a Borough of Sanctury. 

The support for arriving families has gone through several stages, is now being organised with the help of the Refugee Council.
Tewodros Negash, in the role since March 2019, has worked for the Refugee Council and a refugee organisation in Ken, added details of the administration of the programme starting with external evaluation in 2017, how the families are selected for their special needs by UNHCR from refugee camps in Syria, how the houses have to be made available by voluntary organisations and individuals in Lewisham, how they have to be assessed by he Home Office and the by UNHCR, how the new arrivals have to be assessed for their medical needs including mental health, ESOL status, how schools have to be found, job centers and doctors surgeries have to be accessed. Commiunity organisations such as Lewisham Refugee and Migrant Network and Lewisham Refugee Welcome give added support to  families.

Volunteerig was discussed including befriending.

The latest programme gives financial support  to families to spend on education and training and this will continue for 5 years.
3. Meeting with Elaine van der Schaft, Community Organising Assistant at AIUK
She is meeting with groups to see what heir needs are and with a full commpliment of staff (recently achieved) hoping to provide training, skill sharing, speakers for meetings, especially those very successful on-line meeting that reach far wider than inividual groups.
4. Campaign Updates:
Roger on Guatemala (see Roger’s e-mail Sept. 9)
Nancy on Columbia (see Nacy’s e-mail Sept 9)
Brigitte on Myanmar where human rights violations during the continued fighting between the Mayanmar Military and the Arakan Army, an ethnic armend group in Rakhine and Chin States were highlig  hted by a popular poet Maung Saungkha who was arrested for putting a banner on an overpass saying: “Is the Internet being shut down to hide crime and killing people?”

5. Book Sale Issues
Postponed for next meeting
6. Further Thought on AIUK’  anti-racism action 
Roger suggested an extraordinary zoom meeting in 2 weeks (our usual letter wrting meeting) to discuss anti-racism in our group. Elaine’s request to be informed was accepted.
7. AIUK’s virtual AGM
Graham suggested that as groups had no voting rights it should be left to individual members to read the motions and decide how to vote. The closing date for on-line dicussions is 26/9 and the deadline for voting is 8/10.
8. Letter Writing as usual: individuals circulate letters for the rest of the group to print and send.
9. Arrangements for Future Meetings
Davis W wants to discuss our financial situation – a mystery donationof 

£ 3 000.-  has been received.

AOB
Simon has informed all contacts of the cancellation of the November book sale. 
	
	                   EVENTS 2020

	Tuesday 22 September
	Extraordinary Group Meeting via zoom at 7.30

	Tuesday 13 October
	Group meeting 7.30 pm on zoom
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