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URGENT ACTION 
 

CHARGES AGAINST DETAINEE MUST BE DROPPED 
Unidentified officers arbitrarily detained Nicmar Evans, a Venezuelan political scientist and communicator, on 

13 July 2020 in Caracas, Venezuela. They reportedly belonged to the Directorate for Military 

Counterintelligence (DGCIM) and the Scientific, Penal and Criminal Investigation Corps (CICPC). He is in 

custody of the DGCIM and is charged with 'advocacy of hatred' for posting on social media messages that 

allegedly challenge the policies of Nicolas Maduro. The Attorney General has until 31 August to either 

formally accuse him or drop the case. We call on him to drop the charges against Nicmer Evans and release 

him. 

  
 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

 

Attorney General Tarek William Saab 
Av. Mexico cruce con Manduca A Pelelojo,  

Edificio Fiscalia General de la República 
Caracas, Venezuela 

Twitter: @TarekWiliamSaab 

Dear Mr Tarek William Saab, 
 
 
I am concerned about the continuing use of arbitrary detentions, torture, disappearances, and other human 
rights violations in Venezuela, particularly as your government uses the COVID-19 pandemic to further 
abuse its power.  
 
On 13 July 2020, unidentified officers arrested Nicmer Evans at his home in Caracas. Since then he has 
remined arbitrarily detained in the facilities of the DGCIM. He has been accused of publishing messages on 
social media that supposedly challenge the policies of Nicolas Maduro’s government. Freedom of 
expression is a human right and no one should be put in prison for exercising it. 
 
I demand the case against Nicmer Evans is dropped and his detention be put to an end. Until then, I 
demand that the DGCIM guarantee Nicmer Evans’ personal integrity.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

As the world grapples with the COVID-19 pandemic, Nicolás Maduro’s government has used this crisis to further 
expand and abuse its power. The government has significantly escalated its use of arbitrary detentions of 
opposition members, real or perceived, as well as other critics. Furthermore, there is evidence of torture, 
disappearances, and extrajudicial executions committed by the Maduro government.  

On 13 July 2020, unidentified officers showed up at Nicmer Evans’ home and, after harassing his wife and family, 
arbitrarily detained him. He was held incommunicado until 17 July, when he was brought before a court without 
informing his lawyers and family, therefore denying him the right to a fair trial. During this hearing, Nicmer was 
accused of “advocacy of hatred”, a crime under a controversial “Constitutional Law Against Hatred, for Peaceful 
Coexistence and Tolerance”, also known simply as the Law Against Hatred from 2017, based on messages on 
social media that allegedly “expressed opinions that go against the ideology of Nicolas Maduro”. According to his 
lawyers, the evidence brought against him by the public prosecution did not specifically identify or indicate the 
tweets or public expressions in which the "advocacy of hatred" would have allegedly materialized. Copies or 
screenshots of the alleged incriminating messages were not even recorded in the files. 

The “Law Against Hatred” has been challenge by several local and international organizations, since it was 
proposed and passed by the National Constitutional Assembly (ANC), established in 2017 in an also challenged 
elections. Even though the ANC does not have any legal attribution to draft and adopt laws, it has passed several 
acts in form of laws that the judiciary has been applying since then. 

Nicmer Evans’ detention is another example of the Maduro government’s policy of repression. Intimidation, 
harassment, torture, arbitrarily detentions and enforced disappearances are common practices of the DGCIM and 
the Maduro government. In recent years, dozens of opposition politicians have been forced to flee the country and 
request asylum in the face of threats they have received from the Maduro government; others have been arbitrarily 
arrested for being related to an opposition leader or activist. Ordinary Venezuelans who dare criticize their 
government or join protests also face the threat of detention, and some have suffered forced disappearances or 
have been killed by security forces. In the context of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, medical personnel, 
journalists and others have faced detention after calling attention to new COVID-19 cases or to the scarcity of 
medical supplies and basic goods.  

In last year’s report, Hunger for Justice: Crimes against Humanity in Venezuela, Amnesty International concluded 
that the selective extrajudicial executions, arbitrary detentions, and deaths and injuries caused by the excessive 
use of force by Nicolás Maduro’s government as part of a systematic and widespread policy of repression since at 
least 2017 may constitute crimes against humanity. 

Since 2014 Venezuelans have fled in unprecedented numbers in search of safety and a dignified future abroad. 
By March 2020, over 5.2 million had fled the country. Due the COVID-19 crisis, many Venezuelans who previously 
left have been forced back to the country due to collapsing economies and a lack of dedicated support for 
refugees impacted by the pandemic and its secondary effects. They are also at risk of government retribution. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Spanish 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 31 August 2020 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: He/him/his (preferred pronouns) 
 
 
And copies to: 
 
Her Excellency Mrs Rocío Maneiro   
Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
1 Cromwell Road SW7 2HW 
020 7584 4206 or 020 7581 2776 
Fax 020 7589 8887 
ambassador@venezlon.co.uk  
reinounido.embajada.gob.ve  
  

mailto:ambassador@venezlon.co.uk

