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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 
June 2020
Group Meeting Tuesday, 09.06.2020
1. Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  
Nancy was appointed Newsletter writer for June. Apologies from Danuta, Olwen, Raul (present but without audio or video for some of the meeting), Dee and Angela.
2. Presentation from Garry Ettle, AIUK Country Coordinator for Israel, Occupied Palestinian Territories and Lebanon
Introduction with a further welcome to our speaker, Garry Ettle, AIUK Country Coordinator for Israel, Occupied Palestinian Territories and Lebanon.  
Garry commenced by noting that it is a little easier for a volunteer like himself, who doesn’t write policy, to present difficult campaign issues. Most of the campaigns are to do with corporate investment in the Occupied Territories of the West Bank, where several companies, especially tourism companies such as Booking.com, tripadvisor, Air bnb and Expedia, are promoting visits to the area without making clear that services such as hotels are breaking the Geneva Convention. “Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War” of the Geneva Convention, an occupier is forbidden from transferring its own civilians into the territory it occupies.  This is while, for instance, some 180 residents of Khan al-Ahmar remain at risk of being forcibly evicted by the Israeli army to make way for the illegal expansion of Kfar Adumim and other settlements in the area.
The talk was illustrated with a Power Point Presentation and short film, and followed by Q&A.  The Power Point Presentation has been posted on the AIBG Google group  – accessible to all of our Google email list members.
3.  Planned discussion with Elaine van der Schaft, AIUK Community Organising Assistant
The planned discussion with Elaine van der Schaft, AIUK Community Organising Assistant, had to be postponed due to AI policy regarding Zoom technology.  Alternatives, including Jitsi and Google Meet, were trialled by Roger, Graham, Rachel, Nancy and Geoff, however it was not possible to achieve successful use of both audio and video with either application. Elaine is assistant to Farsheed, the community organizer, but Farsheed no longer works at Amnesty International.  Elaine will support us if there are needs from head office that aren’t being fulfilled.  
The discussion moved on to other possible speakers from the list of country coordinators on a page of the AIUK website. Geoff suggested that we get speakers from campaign areas that we’re involved in. Amanda suggested that we are now able to get remotely-based speakers, because we are practiced in using relevant technology.

4.  Bank Statements

David is now getting electronic statements in PDF format and he will forward these to Geoff, in keeping with financial protocols.

      5.  Campaign Updates 
Columbia

The Colombian military took advantage of the Corona virus lockdown in Columbia to put 130 individuals and Human Rights Defenders under digital surveillance, which could threaten their lives and the lives of others. In particular, Amnesty was concerned about the surveillance of Peace Commission Member Danilo Rueda and Environmental Rights Defender Jani Silva.  Urgent Action campaign (supported by Roger and Brigitte) 

[There has now been an update received 10 June, that our campaign against arson and harassment in the ASEINPOME community was successful. On 27 May, the Public Prosecutor's Office in Villavicencio (Central Colombia) sent four people from its Technical Investigation Body to the ASEINPOME community to investigate the threats the community has experienced. This visit was ordered by the prosecutor's office in charge of finding those responsible for the different security incidents the community has faced..] 
China


* June 4 marked the Anniversary of the Tiananmen Square Vigil and for the first time in 30 years it was banned in Hong Kong due to Covid-19 distancing measures. AI’s stance: Covid-19 must not be used as an excuse to stifle freedom of expression.

* The new National Anthem Law in Hong Kong makes ‘insulting’ or ‘misusing’ the Chinese National Anthem punishable by a fine of up to £5,100 and a maximum penalty of 3 years’ imprisonment. Operative from 12 June.

* Thank you to all who managed to sign the online petition for the release of Mahira Yakub who is being detained by Chinese authorities without evidence of any crime.

  6.  Support for local family of a prisoner in Iran

Daren, the Iran Co-ordinator, emailed Sherry, wife of Anoosheh (who is being held prisoner in Iran, and she would like to come to a meeting.  Sherry hadn’t previously signed a consent form for Amnesty to take on his case, however Sherry has now submitted the consent so things will start moving at Amnesty.  

David Wi will get in touch with Amnesty and ask for them to let him know what they actions they will take – will they list Anoosheh as an IAR (Individual at Risk)? David will also identify who at Amnesty is responsible for Anoosheh’scase and then Geoff and Rachel will contact Sherry to come to our meeting.

  7.  Book Sale Issues

Rachel had email from the Newlands saying they are disappointed that the sale won’t take place and offering to purchase all the Routledge books and have the books delivered there. David noted that we rejected previously the idea of giving them prior access to books as it might disappoint other dealers.  Routledge might feel bad regarding their donations. Rachel will write to Newlands to decline.

Geoff has spent hours in Olwen’s garage dealing with books, he has split them into fiction and nonfiction. They can be brought in two separate loads to the church and can also be sorted in Rachel’s garage into the two categories for the November sale.
8.  Updating the mailing list – Please note, if you are reading this and have still not responded, you will be removed from our email list.  Final call for responses.
Rachel, Ann and Geoff looked at all unresponsive recipients of our emailed push to clear the Google AI Blackheath and Greenwich email list – those who are unknown/known, joining dates (and with Ken Ryder’s help - meeting attendance.)  Please see note above.

8.  Letter Writing

Ann is running out of stamps and Brigitte will send more to anyone who needs stamps.

9. Summer Social

Nancy and Geoff happy to host, address dependent upon their housemove plans, and Covid 19 lockdown precautions permitting.

10. Arrangements for Future Meetings
Tuesday 14 July by Zoom.

Letter Writing – Ongoing. 

  AOB

Rachel will now send a standard Zoom invitation from her work account for each meeting, which will allow potential new attendees to join. 
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