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URGENT ACTION 
 

FREE TRANS ASYLUM SEEKER FROM DETENTION  

Kelly Gonzalez Aguilar, a 23-year-old transgender woman, fled Honduras when she was 12 years old  because 
of violence against her based on her transgender identity. After she traveled to the USA, US immigration 
authorities detained her in August 2017. She has been locked up since, while she awaits the results of her 
asylum claim. She fears becoming infected by COVID-19 because of the inadequate measures taken by 
authorities to protect detainees and staff from the virus. We demand authorities release Kelly immediately on 
parole.  
 

 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

 
Aaron B. Andrews 

Supervisory Detention and Deportation Officer, ICE-Enforcement & Removal Operations|  
Denver Field Office, 12484 E Weaver Place  

Centennial, CO 80111, USA 
Email: Aaron.B.Andrews@ice.dhs.gov  

 
  
 

Dear Aaron Andrews, 
 
Kelly Gonzalez Aguilar (A# 206-674-703) is a 23-year-old transgender woman asylum seeker from 
Honduras who has been held in immigration detention for over 2.5 years.  
 
I am deeply concerned about the safety of Kelly and other people in detention during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Amnesty International has received accounts by detainees of dangerous conditions in the 
immigration detention facility where Kelly is held, including that authorities won’t provide hand sanitizer or 
face masks to detainees, even though it’s impossible for them to socially distance themselves. 

 
As authorities responsible for the health and safety of the migrants and asylum-seekers in detention 
centers, you must take all appropriate steps to protect individuals like Kelly from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
I therefore urge you to act quickly by immediately granting humanitarian parole to Kelly while she awaits 
the decision on her asylum claim, including on any appeal. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

During her 2.5 years in detention, Kelly spent months in solitary confinement solely because of her gender identity. She 
has never been given a bond hearing. Multiple requests for humanitarian parole have been denied. She has a 
community waiting to welcome her, and there is no reason not to release her.  

All Kelly wants is to live safely and without fear. There are many more transgender individuals like Kelly who are unjustly 
locked up in immigration jail while they apply for asylum and are experiencing inhumane treatment because of their 
gender identity. The United States of America has the largest immigration detention system in the world, with an 
average daily population of nearly 40,000 immigrants and asylum seekers in over 200 immigration detention facilities in 
early 2020. Those detainees stuck in US immigration detention facilities are at serious risk of a deadly outbreak of 
COVID-19, as confirmed cases skyrocket exponentially in the USA. 

Amnesty International has received credible, consistent, and disturbing accounts from detainees of dangerous 
conditions in ICE immigration detention facilities, which puts those with HIV and other underlying medical conditions at 
higher risk of contracting and dying from COVID-19. 

DHS officials and ICE facility operators have failed to adopt adequate protection measures, including by supplying soap 
and sanitizer to those in detention, facilitating social distancing in line with CDC guidelines and global standards, and 
providing adequate and responsive health care to those exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19. 

In order to urgently halt the spread of COVID-19, and avert thousands of preventable deaths, ICE must reduce to an 
absolute minimum – as quickly as possible – the number of people held in its immigration detention facilities. As a 
priority, ICE should provide alternatives to detention and grant humanitarian parole to detainees who are older, have 
underlying medical conditions, or are otherwise at higher-risk of irreparable harm if they contract COVID-19. All families 
must be immediately released as it is never in the best interest of a child to be detained on account of their immigration 
status, and it is not in a child’s best interest to be separated from their parents, caretaker, or guardian.  

Detention of asylum-seekers should only be a measure of last resort, after other non-custodial alternatives have proven 
or been deemed insufficient in relation to the individual. According to the UN Special Rapporteur on torture and other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, the detention of asylum seekers solely on the base of their 
immigration status can “very quickly, if not immediately” constitute ill-treatment against individuals in situations of 
increased vulnerability, specifically including women, older people, persons with medical conditions, or social minorities 
including LGBTI persons.  

Under international law, the US government has an obligation to ensure that the human rights of migrants and asylum 
seekers are respected, protected and fulfilled. In its July 2017 report on a country visit to the US, the UN Working 
Group on Arbitrary Detention said that: "the mandatory detention of immigrants, especially asylum seekers, is contrary 
to international human rights and refugee rights standards.[...] The Working Group has observed that the current 
system of detaining immigrants and asylum seekers is, in many cases, punitive, unreasonably long, unnecessary, costly 
when there are alternative community-based solutions, […] not based on an individualized assessment of the necessity 
and proportionality of detention, carried out in degrading conditions, and a deterrent to legitimate asylum claims."  

Also, the United States government is under an obligation not to return individuals to a situation in which they would be 
at risk of torture or other serious human rights abuses: the principle of non-refoulement. Such safeguards are 
imperative for protecting refugees fleeing violence and persecution.  

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English.  
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 2nd June, 2020  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Kelly Gonzalez Aguilar [she/her/hers] 
 

And copies to: 
 
His Excellency the Honourable Robert Wood Johnson Iv   
American Embassy 
33 Nine Elms Lane, London SW11 7US 
020 77499 9000 


