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URGENT ACTION 
 

PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE AT RISK OF COVID-19 
63-year-old independent journalist Roberto Quiñones Haces, imprisoned on 11 September 2019 for 

“resistance” and “disobedience”, remains in the Provincial Prison of Guantánamo in concerning sanitary 

conditions, according to reports. His family stated he has also developed health conditions, which may put 

him at increased risk in face of COVID-19. We demand Cuban authorities to immediately and unconditionally 

release him and other prisoners of conscience in the country, amid grave fears over the spread of COVID-19 

in Cuba’s prisons.  
 
TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL 
LETTER 
 

Mr. Miguel Díaz Canel 
President of the Republic of Cuba 

Hidalgo, Esquina 6. Plaza de la Revolución 
La Habana, CP 10400, Cuba 

Email: despacho@presidencia.gob.cu  
Twitter: @DiazCanelB 

 

Dear President,  
 
I am deeply concerned about the health and safety of 63-year-old independent journalist and prisoner of 
conscience Mr Roberto Quiñones Haces, serving a one-year sentence in the Provincial Prison of 
Guantánamo. 
 
Recently, Mr Quiñones has reportedly developed gastrointestinal and other health complications linked to 
pre-existing medical conditions, according to his family. Mr Quiñones has also written about his prison 
conditions, including overcrowding, poor food and water quality, and lack of adequate medical attention.  
 
According to the World Health Organization, some individuals appear to be at particular risk of severe 
illness or death linked to COVID-19, including older individuals and people with pre-existing medical 
conditions. Mr Quiñones falls under both conditions.  
 
Under international law, Cuba must protect at-risk populations, such as people in detention, from COVID-
19 without discrimination. Therefore, I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Roberto 
Quiñones Haces and all prisoners of conscience in Cuba.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
According to information available to Amnesty International, Roberto de Jesús Quiñones Haces, a lawyer an 
independent journalist at the news website Cubanet, was convicted and sentenced to one year in prison in August 2019 
by the Municipal Court of Guantanamo for resistance and disobedience. He was arrested on 11 September 2019 and 
has been in prison ever since. 

During his detention since September 2019, Roberto Quiñones Haces has been regularly reporting the prison 
conditions in which he is held. On March 31, he wrote in Cubanet that even though prison authorities had implemented 
certain measures regarding COVID-19, “the quality of the food is still deplorable. Despite reports of the vulnerability of 
older adults (prisoners over 60) to COVID-19, many of them are kept in cubicles where they live in overcrowded 
conditions with almost two dozen people.” 
 
On March 5, he had already described the quality of food and water served in prison, as well as the medical attention 
available to prisoners. According to his family, he is allegedly held in a small cell with at least 17 other individuals, 
sharing beds and sanitary services in the same cell.   

International human rights standards regarding the rights of persons deprived of liberty or in detention are particularly 
relevant considering a global health crisis as COVID-19. In general, all prisoners must be granted protection and access 
to healthcare in the face of COVID-19, without discrimination. People who have no choice but to be in close proximity to 
each other face particular risk for COVID-19, based on the information currently available.  

In countries such as Cuba, activists, including political activists, and human rights defenders are regularly imprisoned 
solely for their consciously held beliefs. These people should not be in prison in the first place and should be 
immediately released. Therefore, our primary call under these circumstances is that Cuba should release all prisoners of 
conscience and those imprisoned solely for peacefully exercising their freedoms of expression and conscience. Roberto 
Quiñones Haces also has health affections that put him at increased risk, due to his age. Cuban authorities must 
release Roberto immediately and unconditionally, considering the risk that COVID-19 poses, besides his condition as a 
prisoner of conscience. 

On 20 August, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights’ Office of the Special Rapporteur condemned the 
prison sentence against journalist Roberto Quiñones and expressed concern about the persistence of criminalization 
and harassment against communicators and human rights defenders in Cuba. The Office of the Special Rapporteur in a 
recent report on Cuba, found that state agents are the “main source of threats and attacks against the press” and called 
on this practice to be “dismantled and sanctioned.” 

Amnesty International has found that the disproportionate and arbitrary use of the criminal law, and campaigns of state-
sponsored discrimination against those who dare to speak out, coupled with discriminatory dismissals from state-
employment, and the lack of an independent judiciary to challenge this, has created a profound climate of fear in Cuba. 

Cuba remains the only country in the Americas which Amnesty International is not permitted to enter for human rights 
monitoring work. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Spanish, English 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 04 June 2020 
 
NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Roberto de Jesús Quiñones Haces (He, his, him) 
 
LINK TO PREVIOUS UA:  https://www.amnesty.org/es/documents/amr25/1047/2019/es/ 
 

And copies to: 
 
Her Excellency Mrs Barbara Elena Montalvo Alvarez   
Embassy of the Republic of Cuba 
167 High Holborn WC1V 6PA 
020 7240 2488 
Fax 020 7836 2602 
secembajador@uk.embacuba.cu  
www.cubadiplomatica.cu  
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