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Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 
April  2020
Group Meeting 14.04.2020 held remotely via ZOOM
1.  Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  
Olwen could not get ZOOM on her iPad. Ken has no internet.
Newsletter Roger

2.  Matters arising from March group meeting 
Inevitably Football Welcomes Refugees was cancelled. Unforunate as we had volunteers and probably refugee attendees.
No progress on recruiting members from schools and colleges
3.  Campaign Updates 
Hong Kong

Face mask ban 
Man-Kei Tam, the AI Director for Hong Kong has stated that the re-imposition of the ban on face masks at ‘unauthorised’ protests during the coronavirus pandemic is ‘absurd’, not to mention a potential threat to public health.

The mask ban was fast-tracked using the Emergency Regulations Ordinance in October 2019

No action at present.

China

Illusion of freedom 
Chinese Human Rights lawyer, WAHG QUANZHANG, has been released after 4.5 years in prison but has been barred from returning to his family in Beijing.

AI has expressed concerns at this ‘illusion of freedom’ and warns that he is likely to be kept under constant watch by Chinese authorities and restricted from travelling freely.

No action at present.
Mexico

Murders of Human Rights defenders continue to be of concern.

Iran
36 prisoners killed by security forces in Covid-19 protests  
In recent days, thousands of prisoners in at least eight prisons around the country have staged protests over fears of contracting the coronavirus, sparking deadly responses from prison officers and security forces. Around 36 prisoners in Iran are feared to have been killed by security forces after the use of lethal force to control protests over COVID-19 safety fears, Amnesty International has learned. 

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe has been released from prison into temporary house arrest. Iran has recently released many prisoners from prison into house arrest in fear of key prisoners contracting Covid-19. Her case is reportedly now being considered for clemency by the Iranian prosecutor-general.

Good news: Kamal Foroughi released and returned to the UK!
Former British businessman Kamal Foroughi, originally arrested in Iran in 2011, has been released by the Iranian authorities and returned to the UK. His long detention is part of a pattern of targeting dual-nationals, AIBG wrote several letters on his behalf

4.  Book Sale 
It was decided that we will have to cancel the June sale but will hope to hold the November one. Various ways of doing this were discussed. The group has no financial need to hold one but AIUK will be short of funds. There are about 2000 books, many of good quality, in Olwen’s garage which are getting a bit damp. It was agreed to move them to Rachel’s garage as soon as lock down is eased.
Brigitte to contact Abingdon donors so that we don’t lose them.

David W-W to circulate cancellation to mailing list of attendees.

Simon to post on Social Media.

Geoff to inform vicar.
Further discussion at next meeting. More ideas welcome.

Ann has sold two books on ebay raising £43.

5. Mailing List
There are about 80 names on the list many of whom have made no contact with the group for some years. All AIBG emails go to everyone.

It was agreed that all on the list will be asked to opt in to receiving group emails.

David Wi and Nancy will draft a tactful email which will be circulated twice before names are deleted.

The monthly newsletter will continue to be available to all on the AIBG website.
6.  Letter Writing 
The remote method used last time seemed to work so will continue.

Please prepare letters and circulate them to group for people to send off individually.

This also applies to emails which may be a better way during the crisis.

Brigitte will post stamps to those who request them from her.

If possible send details of letters/emails you have sent to David W for our records.

Geoff reports a number of new Urgent Actions have been uploaded.  These relate to several countries, and many include quite a long timescale for taking action.  In most cases, an e-mail option is given as well as a postal address. 

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/urgent-actions
Please sign the petition for Nazanin. https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/help-get-nazanin-zaghari-ratcliffe-home
7.  Arrangements for Future Meetings
David Wi has found out name of potential speaker on Palestine. He will make contact and suggest participation in a ZOOM meeting.

Future meetings will be in this way until further notice.

Next meeting Tuesday 12 May, 7.30pm

	
	 EVENTS 2020

	Tuesday 28 April or when you can
	Letter Writing, remotely

	Tuesday 12 May
	Group meeting 7.30 pm by ZOOM

	Saturday 14 November 
	Booksale, we hope


     AIBG Contacts
	Position 
	

	Chair 
	Rachel 

	Deputy Chair
	Roger 

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Geoff 

	Treasurer
	David We

	Membership & AIBG Website
	David W-W

	Publicity & Social Media
	Simon 

	Letter writing co-ordinator 
	Brigitte 

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    

Nancy 
Brigitte 
Roger 
Graham 



AIBG enquiries: enquiries.aibg@gmail.com
Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
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