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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 
March 2020
Group Meeting 10.03.2020
1.  Introductions, Apologies, appointment of Newsletter Writer.  
Introduction with a further welcome to new attendee David, our third David, who will be known as David WI, along with David WW and David W. Nancy was appointed to write the Newsletter, (having missed her rota last month – thank you, Graham.)
2.  Matters arising from February group meeting 
Ken saw Lisa and told her that we would like to have access to her garage on Dartmouth Row from the 18th of May in preparation for the book sale. She asked to be reminded, and Ken will remind her. Brigitte is going to ask a friend, the mother of Jude Law, whether he might agree to open the book sale, but if no luck there Rachel offered to  get in touch with the Lewisham East MP Janet Daby, who is more likely to be available.
3.  Recruiting Members
Angela has been in touch with several local Sixth forms to see if any of the students might like to join us, with no response.  Geoff has written to the AI group at Goldsmiths’.  Rachel had many questions from the University of Greenwich group, but no commitment. AIUK have referred two possible new members, and Claire, who has attended previously, may return.

4.  Involvement in AIUK Campaigns  
This was discussed with Kate Allen in the January meeting.  

There was another offer from Charlton Athletic to provoide 20 tickets for he Easter Monday match.  Brigitte explained that last year it was not easy to find takers for the tickets.  Roger suggested passing tickets along to AFRIL and other groups.  It is possible that they might be taken up by the ESOL classes at Saint Margarets.  Nancy will check with Bridget.  Brigitte will also ask Christina.  
5.  Campaign Updates 
China

Prominent Uyghur historian and publisher, who has been missing since May, 2017, Iminjan Seydin, was convicted of ‘inciting extremism’ after a secret trial in February 2019, and word of his imprisonment has only received by his family by word of mouth in the last few months. 
Three activits, Zhang Zhongshun, Dai Zhenya and Dingniaxi (a human rights lawyer), were taken into police custody at an unknown location 26 December, 2019 and accused of ‘inciting subversion of state power’. They have had no access to legal representation nor families and are at risk of torture.

Letters regarding both cases will be prepared.
Mexico

Two Monarch Butterfly researchers have been murdered, Homero Gomez and Raul Hernandez, presumably by drug cartels, although illegal logging of prtected tropical hardwoods is taking place. The state attorney general’s office has said they believe one of the deaths was an accident, despite the autopsy showing he had received a blow to the head.  We are awaiting the outcome of further information-gathering and consent from families by Amnesty Mexico before taking action.  
During 2019 the Mexican government recorded over a thousand incidents of femicide, violent domestic murder, up 10% from 2018.

Guatemala
Thousands of Guatemalans are fleeing north as a result of a severe and prolonged drought leading to starvation.

El Salvador
Armed soldiers formed a protective shield for President Nayib Bukele in El Salvador’s parliament, raising serious concerns for democratic process.

Three quarters of the 1.2 million Salvadorans in the United States lack legal documentation and the US government is deporting Salvadorans who face the risk of murder and other serious abuses. The report identifies 138 Salvadorans who have been killed since 2013 after being deported and more than 70 others who have faced abuse, sexual assault, extortion and even torture.
Myanmar

In January a unanimous decision of the International Court of Justice in the Hague rejected the defence of Aung San Sui Kyi of the military action and instructed the Myanmar government to take provisional measures to prevent genocidal violence against the Rohingya. Myanmar faces accusations of genocide in the UN’s highest court.  Amal Clooney will represent the Maldives who join the Gambia in accusing Myanmar of genocide. She represented the two Reuters journalists we have written to free. Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo  were released last year.
In February a boat capsized, carrying refugees from Bangladesh to Malaysia, killing 14 people, most of them women and children Rohingyas escaping the camp.
Bahrain
On 6 February 2020, security officers arrested Geelaman Pashteen, Geelaman Pashteen is a poet and human rights activist who resides and works in Bahrain. A supporter of Pakistan’s Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM), he has been peacefully calling for equality and justice for human rights violations against the Pashtun community in Pakistan. His forcible return to Pakistan would violate international law as he would be at risk of torture and enforced disappearance. 
Newsletter Writer’s Note: I felt uneasy including this item as this man was extradited back to Pakistan on an “Interpol Red Notice”.  What exactly does this mean? Do we want to work against Interpol?
Bangladesh
Folk singer Shariat Boyati stated that music is not forbidden in the Quran and faces up to five years’ imprisonment on vague charges of hurting religious sentiment under the Digital Security Act. 
6.  Book Sale Issues  Despite unknown factors related to the spread of Covid19, we are planning for the June book sale to go ahead. Olwen’s garage already hold about 2 vanloads of books, and recently Geoff picked up 100 more books. David Blakeley (AIUK) will be holding their book sale on 29th April. They made £3K last time, all books were sold at £1 and there was a long queue for space-restricted entry. Birgitte knows Jude Law’s mother and will see if he might be willing to open the sale.
7.  Letter Writing We have 400 stamps left and Birgitte will find out what denominations we need to buy and add to validate our international postage.
8.  Arrangements for Future Meetings
· Tuesday 24th March, letter writing at the Greenwich Tavern, 7.30pm. Deadline for letters to Keith, 17 March.
· Tuesday 14th April, Group Monthly Meetings at St. Margaret’s Crypt, 7.30pm

· 2020 Book Sale Saturday 20th June 9.00am-5.00pm, The Church of the Ascension, Dartmouth Row, SE10. 

9.  AOB
There was some discussion of the CEO Kumin, who is resigning for reasons of health.
Possible Speakers – David might approach the same speaker they had for his Oxford AI group, who spoke on Palestine.  Roger will check with the Central American team about a possible speaker. 
Present: 


Rachel – Chair


Geoff – Secretary


Ann 


Brigitte 


David WI


Graham 


Ken R


Rachel 


Roger 


Nancy 





Apologies


David W


Dee


Eileen


Olwen


Angela














 








