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MEETINGS

Meetings continue at Nora Street Community House.  We did think the brownies meeting on the same night finishing just before 7.30 would cause us a problem but it seems to have worked out reasonably alright! We are grateful to the trustees for use of this free venue with facilities to make hot drinks. We sent a £50 donation to the trustees.
MEETING ATTENDANCE

The five group members have been joined by Eddie who is proving to be a source of new ideas.. Average attendance over the 10 months has been 4 & 5. 
MINUTES
Many thanks to Jane for the monthly minutes - as always they have been prompt, accurate & concise.
FINANCES

We are indebted to Jane for carrying out the role of treasurer so efficiently.
NEW MEMBERS

 Several people have made enquiries but have not attended a meeting.  In future I hope to contact people who make enquiries to ascertain what are the factors that put them off coming, trying a meeting or helping with collection etc!
GROUP MONTHLY MAILING

Minutes are sent by email to the core group members.  

Newsletters & appeals are sent to all members. We have 28 members-  6 post & 22 email.

Appeals included in the newsletters

The PoC posters sent to churches etc. form the basis of the IAR article in the newsletter and are usually accompanied by an optional letter to the appropriate embassy in London.

Jan:
Iran - Atena Daemi – jailed for opposing the death penalty.
Feb.
 Azerbaijan - Mehman Huseynov –Journalist & Human Rights Defender.
Mar.
India (Manipur)- Selima Memcha campaigner against state killings.
 April
Iran- Nasrin Sotoudeh –campaignr against forced hijab laws.
May
Philippines – Jailed senator Leila de Lima denied rights as a senator.
June
USA-Dr Scott Warren – jailed for helping migrants

July:
India - Asia Bibi a Christian farm worker sentenced to death for ‘defamation’.

Aug.
Eritrea - Ciham Ali Ahmed  detained for 7 years.
Sept.
Charges dropped against bloggers Cheikh Jiddou & Abderrahmane Weddady.
Oct.
Mozambique – Amade Abubacar – radio journalist arrested.
Nov.
Russia – Emir-Usein Kuku – Crimean Tartar HRD defender detained .
Dec:
UZBEKISTAN – Nafosat  Olloshkurova -  HRD and blogger detained.
PUBLICITY / SOCIAL MEDIA

Thanks to Gill for keeping our website updated with our events & Evelyn for keeping Twitter & Facebook.  Local magazines & the Warrington Guardian have given us some publicity.
12TH MAY - WI CAR BOOT SALE, ANTROBUS

Gill and Evelyn got up early to set up the table  at the WI Car Boot sale. We had an indoor table.  This was not well attended probably because there wasn’t sufficient advertisement for the event.  £70.10 was raised.  Thankyou to Gill for organising this event.
18th May - TOWN CENTRE STALL

This year we featured the Knit for Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe campaign on a stall on Market Gate.  There was very little interest. 
Knit for Naz – a simple  act of solidarity
Warrington Guardian printed a letter asking knitters to knit chains for Nazanin Zagari-Radcliffe in prison in Iran.  The 200m-long chain was unveiled during Stand Up in the Park at Cardiff Open Air Theatre Festival. It is intended that the rope will be used in publicity when Nazanin is released!
INT WOMEN’S DAY
Women making a Difference were featured on Facebo  ok & Twitter for 8 days leading up to Int. Women’s Day.
AIUK MONTHLY MAILINGS

AIUK sends a monthly e-newsletter.  This year there was a lot of repetition and not always a Monthly Action for the group meeting.  In 2018 there were 3 more actions.  Groups have made an official request for the monthly group action to be reinstated.
Summary of Subjects covered

Feb.
Families Together 

May
LGBTI rights in Chechnia  + Saudi women 
July 
On-line action for Mexico and Poland

Nov.
Action for a group of Papuan actvists.
ISRAEL & THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES
Monthly newsletter, circulated to group members, 
Appeals sent on behalf of:

Jan.
Suha Jabra, detained by the Palestinian Authority,
Feb:
Bedouin leader Sheikh Sayyah Abu al-Turi, 
April
Ayman Nasser, administrative detention extended.

May:
 Mustafa al-Kharouf, photojournalist at risk of deportation.
June:
 Mustafa al-Kharouf,  and Sheikh Sayyah Abu Mdeighim al-Turi, a Bedouin leader not  released
July:
Mordechai Vanunu 

Oct:- 
Ayman Nasser,administrative detention extended. 

Nov:
Mustafa Al- Kharouf
WEST AFRICA

We receive appeals 3 or 4 times a year:
Jan:
Freedom of expression in the DRC in elections. Petition for KNIFAR women’s movement in Nigeria.
April: 
Gabon HRD Bertrand Zibi Abeghe
Oct:
Islamic Movement in Nigeria, some of whom were arrested and tortured following demonstrations.

CENTRAL AMERICA

Newsletters sent alternate months emailed to group members.  We get urgent actions in the interim month. 
Letters & Actions
JAN: –Mexico, new security force of army and navy replacing the federal police force
MAR:
 Abductions in Mexico and death of Berta Carcares Honduras
APRI:- Mexico: 48 at risk of deportation
MAY:
Nicaragua -  - freedom of expression
JUNE: –Mexico - plight of 400 migrants & asylum seekers
JULY:
.Nicaragua  peaceful protesters being arrested
SEPT:
attacks on land defenders in Honduras 


 Mexico -  protection of environmental activists.

NOV:
Imprisoned protesters in Nicaragua.
PLANT SALE

The plant sale held on Bank Holiday Monday raised an amazing £285.40.  Gill, Bryan, Evelyn & Harold provided the plants. Gill organised the event and advertised it locally.  We thank Gill & Bryan for using their driveway & for all their preparation for the sale.  
Christmas Tree Festival

We again entered a Christmas tree to raise awareness of Warrington Amnesty Group.  
WRITE4RIGHTS 2019
This year we promoted the W4R campagn at:

Culcheth Christmas Market on 30th November;

Padgate College Humanities on 5th Dec.
Warrington Quakers on 10th Dec
Over the 3 events 97 cards were sent and £108.95 was collected which more than covered the postage cost leaving £71.16 into funds.  W4R Cases were featured on our Facebook & Twitter pages for 10 days leading up to 10th Dec Human Rights Day. The Chrismas Market event was the most successful and we hope to book again next year.
FUND RAISING RECEIPTS
Many thanks to Gill for obtaining permission for Tesco collections & to all who helped with the events.  Money collected and/or donated:

April – Collection
£136.16

May
 - Car Boot
£  70.20

May - Plants
£285.40

June
 - Town Centre Stall
£  60.10

June - Tesco
£ 197.16

Dec. -
W4R
£  71.16
Dec. -
W4R Donation
£ 20.00
Dec.
 - St Monicas
£  35.00

Dec. - Donation
£  40.00

Dec. – For postage
£  15.00

Dec. – Catalogue sales
£  24.31

TOTAL
£900.49


Congratulations! This is a another magnificent result!
THANKYOU

Grateful thanks to our core members who have kept the group going and helped to ensure the continuation of the group.  Special thanks to: Jo: our group chair and death penalty, Jane: minute secretary, treasurer, catalogue sales, children’s network.  Gill: website manager, plant sale, Tesco collectons.  Car Boot Sale.  Harold: street collection and chief coffee make. Eddie for his many new ideas! Thank you to group members for finding time to support: Monthly Meetings; Town Centre Street Stall; Stockton Heath & Tesco Collections; Culcheth W4R et alia. 
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Our thoughts and best wishes to Jo for a full recovery from her long and debilitating illness .

VOLUNTEERS

Without the help of these volunteers we wouldn’t be able to hold as many events: Angela Fell; Miriam & John Eustance; John Pennington,  Margaret Bettridge, Heather Lawler, Pat Roberts & Roger Shadbolt.  
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This report is only meant to give a flavour of our activities. Apologies for any major omissions or errors. Evelyn Feb. 2019

