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1. Roger chaired the meeting and Graham agreed to write the Newsletter. We all gave a warm welcome to Claire and David Wi. Claire joined in January and David joined at this meeting. Both are experienced AI members. Hurray!
2. Matters arising from our AGM and January group meeting including our discussion with Kate Allen.
Roger thought that we should put our minds to the three campaigns and areas of action for 2020 that Kate suggested:
Refugees in the UK, particularly the Families Together campaign.

AIBG has been active in this area in the past few years but there is much still to be done including work with MPs and councils. There are more suggestions for groups at   
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/families-together 
The Occupied Territories in Palestine focussing particularly on digital tourism companies such as TripAdvisor and Airbnb and calling on them to stop listing activities in the illegal Israeli settlements. We should discuss this with Keith, perhaps with a view to taking a proposal to London Region and to Simon for group action online.

Plight of migrant women and legal aid. The good news is that last month the Justice Minister Oliver Heald QC finally announced a timetable for the long-awaited review of the drastic cuts the coalition made to legal aid in 2013. However, AIUK will be maintaining an eye on this during 2020.
Roger noted that the few changes to come out of the AGM were a new Treasurer, David W and Trevor taking on the role of Events Coordinator. 
3. Recruiting members
In response to our relative lack of success with involving local student AI groups, Claire suggested that we invite student representatives to a monthly meeting to tell us about their groups. Rachel and Trevor to action this.
We mentioned the successful involvement of two 6th form students, Ben & Harvey, in 2018. With Angela’s help they were able to use their time with us in their International Baccalaureate and Duke of Edinburgh programmes. Ann voluntered to research local schools that have 6th forms, DofE and IB programmes and Angela will prepare a letter to send to them. 
4. Campaign Updates:
Cambodia – Ruth reported that Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen has thrown down the gauntlet to the EU by putting Kem Sokha, the opposition Cambodia National Rescue Party's (CNRP) current president, on trial for treason. The European Commission is in the final month of a 12-month review of its trade preferences for Cambodia under its Everything But Arms (EBA) programme, and gives preferential treatment to products in return for the recipient country's respect of basic human rights as laid down in international law. . Prior to the trial, the only evidence the prosecution presented was a highly edited video from 2013 that shows Kem Sokha giving a speech in Australia to his supporters. 
In a press release, AIUK has said that The Cambodian authorities’ treason charges against Kem Sokha, the leader of the country’s banned main opposition party, are bogus and should be dropped ahead of his trial hearing.
China – Angela reported on two recent updates from AIUK.
The death of corona virus whistleblower Dr Li Wengliang highlights human rights failings. AI’s Nicholas Bequelin stated that censorship, discrimination and arbitrary detention have no place in the fight against the virus epidemic. No action was suggested for AI members.
Nicholas Bequelin also stated in January that China must stop using its position in the UN Security Council to shield Myanmar’s senior generals from accountability. Again there was no suggested action.

Myanmar – Brigitte introduced us to AI’s latest report, ‘Military Responsibility for Crimes Against Humanity in Rakhine State, Myanmar’. The report reveals evidence that nine of the 11 crimes against humanity listed in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court have been committed in Rakhine State since 25 August 2017. This evidence is based on more than 400 interviews carried out between September 2017 and June 2018, including during four research missions to the refugee camps in Bangladesh and three missions to Myanmar, one of which was to Rakhine State. The interviews are overwhelmingly with survivors and direct witnesses to crimes.
This shocking report should be read by all and can be downloaded at: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/report-crimes-against-humanity-myanmar 
No direct action suggested for AI members.

Central America  Roger has not received new reports from AIUK but will prepare letters concerning the recent deaths of two butterfly conservationists, Homero Gómez González and Raúl Hernández Romero who were associated with the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve, a sprawling world heritage site situated 60 miles north-west of Mexico City.
5. Booksale  We suggested that Rachel should write to Janet Davis MP to invite her to open the 2020 June  Book Sale. Ken volunteered to write to Jeff and Lisa to book the double garage.. Ann and Roger volunteered to help Geoff sort the books in Olwen’s Garage.
6. Letter writing.  Letters to Keith by Tuesday, 18 February please. Letters from Ruth, Roger and Graham promised.
7. Arrangements for future meetings: Trevor to contact Greenwich University AI group. Rachel had previously suggested the Latin American Women’s Group and Roger has contact details for this. 
8. AOB  Geoff mentioned the Guantamino vigil organised by the Lewis group for 12 Feb and apologised for the short notice (too late for this publication)!
	
	                   EVENTS 2020

	Tuesday 25 February
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Tuesday 10 March
	Group meeting 7.30 pm at St. Margaret’s Crypt

	Tuesday 24 March
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Saturday 20 June
	Book Sale

	20-21 June
	AIUK AGM East Midlands Conference Centre Nottingham
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