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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich

Newsletter 

                                                      January 2020

Group Meeting 14/1/20
1. Introduction, Welcome to visitors, apologies, appointment of newsletter writer (Brigitte)
2. Discussion with Kate Allen, Director of Amnesty International UK

The group had asked Kate to comment on the following topics:

           Amnesty’s recent major achievements:
AIUK was a major contributor to the successful campaign in Norhtern Ireland for 
abortion and same-sex marriage.

AIUK went to court over arms to Saudi Arabia and won, but the government are appealing.
Individuals at Risk: Five people reprieved or released during last year
Coalition bombing in Rakkha, after US military claimed that only one civilian had been killed AI researchers found names of  over 1000 people who died as a result of bombing.

          Main campaigns planned for 2020
 
Children’s Rights, Families Together, Illegal settlements in Palestine; campaign to raise awareness of misuse of AirB&B.
In the UK: campaign to include migrant women in the domestic violence bill.

The political situation in the UK is uncertain with a new government and that may affect campaigns.
Global planning for the next 4-5 years being discussed at the moment, the human impact of climate change to be included.
         What progress has been made in implementing the

        recommendations of the Konterra report?

Steps have been taken, a safeguarding expert has been employed.
        What is the financial situation of both AIUK and the International 

        Secretariat?

There are problems especially at the Inernational Secretariat, redundancies had to be made, AIUK as well as other national sections gave money to support the International Secretariat. 
        How have AGM resolutions on homelessness and improved 

        circulation of reports been implemented?
AI have been talking to homelessness organisations such as Age Concern  and as a result are conducting research into homelessness among older people.
Reports are now being circulated regularly to interested members.
        Are electronic messages more effective than letter writing?

Ther is a case for both but e-mails are easily discarded and ignored, letters have to be handled. Example: Burkina Farso introduced legislation against forced marriage; it was acknowledged that sackfuls of letters played a part.

However: AI needs to feed back better about impact of emails and letters.

Kate’s measured comments were well received.
3. Group AGM

a) Minutes of AGM 2019 accepted

b) Chair’s Report, as circulated, accepted

c) Treasurer’s Report, as circulated, accepted

d) Elections of 

Chair:         Rachel 
      Vice Chair: Roger 
      Treasurer: David 
       Secretary: Geoff

e) Appointment of other roles   
Social Media co-ordinator: Simon 
Newsletter Writers : Brigitte, Roger,Graham, Nancy 
Campaign co-ordinators: China Angela , Central America Roger, Cambodia:Ruth, Israel and Occupied Territories Keith, Myanmar Brigitte, Columbia Nancy, Iran Dee, Death Penalty David, Chile Graham, Lewisham for Refugees Brigitte and Dee 
Membership/Website managers:  David WW,Geoff and Graham 
London Regional Rep: ad hoc attendance by members

Book Sale co-ordinators: Ann, Brigitte, more needed
Letter Writing co-ordinators: Keith, Brigitte,
Events co-ordinator: Trevor 
AOB: Vote of Thanks to chair, secretary and especially to our outgoing treasurer Dee!
4. Matters arising from Dec 19 Newsletter: none

5. Amnesty International UK Annual Conference June 20th: date clashes with book sale, volunteer delegate to be found

6. Purchase of new equipment: maybe banners? tbd

7. Letter Writing: Keith to organise printing, copies to be sent to him  by Jan 20th.
8. Arrangements for Future Meetings:
9. Feed back from Country co-ordinators:
          Myanmar/Burma: ‘Caught in the Middle’ ,a Amnesty International report        
          on ‘Abuses against civilians amid conflict in Mayanmar’s Northern Shan

         State’- Brigitte explained in detail how Amnesty representatives collected 
        the evidence; conducting 88 interviews of people from different ethnic 

       origins and faiths, from different townships, often granting anonymity

       because of fear of reprisals from the military, ethnic armed groups or the

        cicilian government, 
       Cambodia: no news 
       China: Following the sentencing of pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain
        Covenant Church in Chengdu on 30 December 2019 to 9 years in prison,

        Patrick Poon, China researcher for AI said: “Today’s verdict makes a 

        mockery of of China’s supposed religeous freedom. Wang Yi was merely

        practicing his religion and peacefully standing up for human rights in 

        China”.
AOB: no
	
	                   EVENTS 2020

	Tuesday 28th January
	Letter writing at Greenwich Tavern SE10

	Tuesday 11th February
	Group meeting at St Margaret’s Crypt, 7.30

	Tuesday 25th February
	Letter writing at Greenwich Tavern SE10

	Saturday 20 June
	Book Sale at  the Ascension Church, Dartmouth Row


     AIBG Contacts
	Position 
	Name 

	Chair 
	Rachel 

	Deputy Chair
	Roger 

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Geoff 

	Treasurer
	David W

	Membership & AIBG Website
	David WW, Graham, Geoff 

	Publicity & Social Media
	Simon 

	Letter writing co-ordinator 
	Brigitte, Keith 

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    

Nancy 
Brigitte 
Roger
Graham 



AIBG enquiries: enquiries.aibg@gmail.com
Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
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