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Group Meeting 10.12.2019

We were joined for the beginning of the meeting by the vicar of St Margaret’s, Tim Goode, who expressed his support for Amnesty and drew our attention to groups meeting at the church which we might link up with.

1.  Matters arising from Nov. Meeting
All on the agenda.
2.Campaign Updates
Myanmar/Burma.Details of the International Court of Justice case can be found at https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/11/factchecking-aung-san-suu-kyis-claims-over-genocide-allegations. 

Cambodia. Opposition leader Kem Sokha has been released from house arrest but remains banned from political activities and from leaving Cambodia. This seems to be an attempt to influence the EU which is considering whether to suspend Cambodia’s trade preferences and impose import tariffs on Cambodian goods because of non-compliance with international human rights treaties. However other members of opposition parties are still being detained or prevented from returning to the country.
China. On Dec. 10th a demo was held outside the Chinese Embassy in support of Uighurs, Tibetans, Hong Kongers and others to mark Human Rights Day.
A government official has claimed that all Uighurs held at so-called vocational education centres in Xingiang have ‘graduated’ and achieved ‘stable employment’ and ‘happy lives’. Nicholas Bequelin of AI has responded “if Uighurs and other predominantly Muslim minorities are really being released from these repressive detention camps then the onus is on the Chinese government to prove it and at the very least allow independent UN experts to assess the situation”. This has not happened.
Israel and Occupied Territories. Amnesty Responds to US Announcement on Settlements - On 18th November, Amnesty International USA released a press release responding to an announcement by the United States Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, that the U.S. will not consider Israeli settlements in the West Bank as illegal under international law. They highlighted in the press release that the US announcement does not and will not change the law which is crystal clear: the construction and maintenance of settlements in the Occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, breaches international law and amounts to war crimes. It does however place the Palestinians in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, at increased risk by giving Israel the green light to continue with its settlement building and expansion policy which sit at the heart of human rights crisis in the area.
Mustafa al-Kharouf - Stateless Palestinian Released On Bail :

As Keith reported last month, on 24 October, Palestinian photojournalist Mustafa al- Kharouf was released after spending nine months in an Israeli prison. He still does not have legal status and is at risk of being separated from his family again. A new preliminary request to give him legal status has been submitted. Israeli authorities must grant him permanent residency status in East Jerusalem.

Given the continued risk to Mustafa, please carry on sending letters to the Israeli authorities, demanding he be given permanent residency status in Jerusalem

Ubai ABOUDI - NGO Director in Administrative Detention - an NGO worker and education activist has been issued a four-month administrative detention order by the Israeli military commander of the West Bank. Ubai Aboudi has been detained since 13 November 2019, without charge or trial in Ofer prison, near the West Bank city of Ramallah.

Ubai Aboudi, 35 years old and father of three, is the Director of Bisan Center of Research and Development. His work focuses on sustainable development and education in Palestine. Ubai Aboudi is also a vocal advocate and partner for Scientists for Palestine, an organization which promotes science and supports the integration of the occupied Palestinian territories in the international scientific community. Ubai Aboudi was meant to take part in the Third International Meeting for Science in Palestine which is to be held in the USA at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in January 2020.

Amnesty staff member, Laith Abu Zayed’s punitive travel ban

(see last month’s Newsletter) The lawyer submitted an appeal regarding the travel ban on 5 November and now the AI Team have 8 weeks to hear back from Israeli authorities regarding their decision. However, within these 8 weeks, it is imperative to maximize pressure against the Israeli government to immediately lift the arbitrary travel ban. If in 8 weeks the government does not lift the ban, we will have to go to court to challenge this decision, where the Israeli intelligence would have to provide a reason for imposing this arbitrary ban. This process will likely be a long and tiring road. For this reason, public pressure is needed in these 8 weeks!

- EU's top court upholds right to boycott Israeli settlement goods - The European Court of Justice ruled on 12th November that goods from Israeli

colonies on occupied Palestinian land must be labelled as originating from settlements. The judgment is a severe blow to Israel’s efforts to legitimize its colonies in the occupied West Bank and Syria’s Golan Heights – the construction of which is a war crime.

The court, the highest judicial authority for interpreting EU law, stated that labelling settlement goods is mandatory “in order to prevent consumers from being misled as to the fact that the State of Israel is present in the territories concerned as an occupying power and not as a sovereign entity.”

The ruling also acknowledges that Israel’s settlements are part of a “policy of population transfer” by Israel “in violation of the rules of general international humanitarian law.”

Colombia. There have been two urgent actions which arrived too late for letter writing. They concern attacks on indigenous peoples by groups associated with mining companies.

3. Meeting with Kate Allen14th Jan. It was agreed that Rachel would write to London Groups inviting their members to attend and that Graham would invite the SE London humanist group. Visitors will be asked to leave before AGM.
The following topics were suggested:

Amnesty’s recent major achievements

· Main campaigns planned for 2020

· What progress has been made in implementing the recommendations of the Konterra report?
· What is the financial situation of both AIUK and the International Secretariat?
· How have AGM resolutions on homelessness and improved circulation of reports been implemented?

· Are electronic messages more effective than letter writing?

Roger to draft a letter to Kate with these suggestions.
4. Group roles. Discussion deferred to AGM. One example is work chair has to do arranging speakers. David W has offered to take this on.

5. Book sale. Both a financial and a campaigning success.
Perhaps refreshment sales and donations could both be recorded separately from book sales. About £150 was donated at the campaigns table in addition to the queue collection and cake sales were a record.

Clearing up was extraordinary, Happy Fish very helpful. Nancy will contact them to see if they are making a donation as they have done in previous years. As many empty boxes as possible should be kept (in Rachel’s garage) to use when sorting in May.

Geoff to tidy and begin preliminary sort of books in Olwen’s garage. Ann and Roger willing to help.

6. Donations. An interim payment of £7,000 to AIUK was agreed. Donations to churches deferred to AGM.

7. Letter writing. Rachel no longer able to print letters. Keith will coordinate printing by a Greenwich firm. No decision as to who would collect letters from them.

8. Future meetings. Geoff has booked St Margaret’s crypt and the Greenwich Tavern for 2020.
9. AOB

Reminder. Sheelagh kindly agreed to host the New Year social on Saturday 11th Jan. 7pm

Graham attended SE London Humanist group meeting. They were very supportive of Amnesty and many are members. Contact to be maintained.
CRISIS are holding a booksale at the Telegraph Hill Centre on 4th Jan 2-5pm and 5th Jan. 11am to 4pm
An approach from the Cooperative Bank in Lewisham has been followed up by Dee. They donate to Syrian refugees via St Margaret’s.
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	Group meeting 7.30 pm at St. Margaret’s Crypt


     AIBG Contacts
	Position 
	Name 

	Chair 
	Rachel 

	Deputy Chair
	Roger 

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Geoff 

	Treasurer
	Dee 

	Membership & AIBG Website
	David WW

	Publicity & Social Media
	Simon 

	Letter writing co-ordinator 
	Brigitte 

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    

Nancy 

Brigitte 

Roger 

Graham 


AIBG enquiries: enquiries.aibg@gmail.com
Website: www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich
Present: 


Angela 


Amanda 


Brigitte 


Geoff 


Graham 


Keith 


Nancy 


Rachel 


Roger 


Ruth 


Trevor 


Apologies


Ann 


Ken 


Olwen 


David W


Dee 


Eileen 


Sheelagh Vouillemin














 








