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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

October 2019

Group Meeting 08.10.2019

1.  Matters arising from Sept Meeting
Dee has paid £7,000 to AIUK. She has not received any reply to enquiry about International Secretariat finances. Agreed a copy should be sent to Kate Allen. Because of pressure of work she will be resigning as treasurer at the AGM.

2.Campaign Updates
Myanmar/Burma. Despite some releases activists and journalists continue to be arrested and political prisoners remain in jail. Naw Ohn Hla, a leading ethnic activist was arrested on 9th Sept for organising a peaceful event to mark Karen Martyrs day. Min Htin Ko Ko Gyi, a burmese filmmaker was sentenced on August 29th to 1 year in jail for criticising the military’s role in politics. Aung Marm Oo is hiding from Myanmar’s notorious Special Branch police and faces up to 5 years in jail for reporting what is going on in Rakhine State. 5 members of the Peacock Generation Thang Group were arrested in April for criticising the military in their satirical New Year celebration and face 2 years in jail.  A letter about Naw Ohn Hla will be prepared. 

Cambodia.Rath Rott Mony, translator and “fixer” jailed for his work on documentary exposing sexual exploitation of children. Amnesty’s regional director for East and SE Asia said “These are bogus charges. The court must quash the conviction. It is painfully obvious the authorities want to . . . intimidate anyone who seeks to uncover human rights violations in Cambodia We call for Mony’s immediate and unconditional release”.
UN special rapporteur Rhona Smith addressed the UNHR Council in Geneva expresssing concern about civil and political rights in Cambodia including the ban on the main opposition party.

Central America. Rachel has circulated 2 emails about human rights defenders in Honduras and legal setbacks to prosecutions for abuses in Guatemala.

China. Hong Hong protests. Please send a text to 70505 (to AIUK for the HK chief executive) with the message PROTEST and your full name.

Israel and Occupied Territories.
A restricted research report discusses how the Israeli Knesset discriminated against Palestinian members of Knesset.
Palestinians elected to Israel’s parliament, the Knesset, are being targeted by discriminatory regulations and legislation that undermine their ability to represent and defend the rights of the Palestinian minority population in Israel, Amnesty International said in a new briefing published ahead of Israeli elections on 17 September.

‘Destination Occupation’ up-date from AIUK : AIUK continue to push the TripAdvisor petition both online and offline. We’ve gathered 33,745 signatures online, and close to a thousand offline.

Think Twice Campaign 

Parliamentary questions have been asked on settlement goods and the need for a ban and responded to by Ministers. A cross-party group of UK parliamentarians have written to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights urging publication of the database of companies involved in settlement activities.

Action: Sheikh Sayyah Abu Mdeighim al-Turi (Bedouin Human Right Defender) Detained to be deported

Letter to be drafted 
3. Victims of Trafficking. An excellent presentation from Maya Esslemont, Director of ‘After Exploitation’.  Rachel will circulate. 2,008 cases of potential slavery identified in UK in past 3 months.
Action: sign and ask 5 friends to sign the petition to get proper data on trafficking. https://www.change.org/p/uk-government-release-data-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery 

Letters to and perhaps meeting with local MPs.

4. Book sale. 
Mon. 11th Nov. 6.00pm Set out church. Able bodied help needed.

7.00pm move books from Rachel’s garage to church. Cars     needed and help at church.

Tues. 12th and Weds 13th . 7.00pm to 9.00pm. Setting out books in church.

Sat. 16th Sale 10.00pm to 4.00pm. Help needed at 4.00pm for clear up.

Keith will hire “Man with Van” for Monday book moving. He will also mobilise volunteers from Queen Mary College to prepare church and load and unload.

Geoff/Nancy will sort out Church key for Monday.

Keith will prepare, print and circulate flyers.

Graham will get “Write for Rights” materials.

‘After Exploitation’ invited to campaign at book sale.

Ann, Trevor and Ruth will organise refreshments. Cakes needed.

Unpriced books at vicarage and Olwen’s garage will be left for June sale.
5. AOB

Letters for 22nd October to Rachel by 15th or print off your own.

Sheelagh kindly agreed to host the New Year social on Saturday 11th Jan. 7pm

Kate Allen to attend meeting on 14th January. Topics for discussion: follow-up to Konterra report. International Secretariat finances. Progress on 2019 AGM resolutions. Future national campaigns. Please suggest others.
Keith to invite speaker on ‘Destination Occupation’ for Feb. or March.
Friendly letter received from Harvey Grazebrook who is now at Uni as is Ben.

Nominations required for Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.
	
	                   EVENTS 2019

	Tuesday 22 October
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Saturday 16 November
	Book Sale

	Tuesday 10 December
	Group meeting 7.30 pm at St. Margaret’s Crypt

	Saturday 11th January
	Winter Social at Sheelagh’s
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